TEACHING TOOLS: NYS UNIFIED COURT SYSTEM

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
INTRODUCTION

This set of four projects was developed to create a series of teaching tools geared toward
elementary students in grades 2 through 5. Drawing on concepts from the core curriculum, with a
focus on Social Studies Standards 1 and 5, these projects were developed to help students better
understand the role of the judiciary in our society and master the fundamental concepts of justice
and fairness.

1. “The New York State Unified Court System Activity Book” is directed toward implementing a
basic understanding of civic values, government, citizenship and civic life. Students will use
challenging but fun worksheet activities to explore the people, places and processes involved
in running the New York State Unified Court System. The activities can be used with various
age levels and modified according to background information that is provided to the students.

2. “Court Tours: Learning From a Visit to the New York Courts” is suggested to maximize
students’ learning about our justice system and provide a practical focal point for students
learning about the concepts and themes involved in civic values and local government.
Questionnaires and follow-up activities will help students process the information learned on
the field trip.

3. “The Mock Trial of Doctor DeSoto v. the Fox” provides an interdisciplinary approach to the legal
process. The series of lessons leading up to the mock trial introduce fundamental concepts of
civic values and the role of government. These lessons emphasize the opportunities for
participation in the justice process, as emphasized by the participatory nature of the various
activities involved in the lessons.

4. In the event that the mock trial is not integrated as part of the classroom curriculum, the
“Courtroom Club” extracurricular activities would allow interested students to pursue the Doctor
DeSoto v. the Fox lessons and mock trial in an informal setting. Even if the mock trial has been
used as part of the classroom format, the Club setting would permit more in depth discussion
of the various concepts and procedures involved in the justice system.

All or part of these projects may be used at the teachers’ discretion, as some may not be
appropriate for every age level. We hope that each component will prove useful in educating
students regarding the legal system, and that teachers will choose to use these materials to
implement the lessons mandated by the Social Studies core curriculum.
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