
VOLUNTEER JOB DESCRIPTION TEMPLATE: ATTORNEY EMERITUS

Name of Organization:  Legal Assistance of Western New York, Inc. - Geneva Office

Brief Description of Organization :  LawNY is a non-profit law firm. We are a civil legal aid program serving indigent clients in five 
rural upstate New York counties:  Livingston, Ontario, Seneca, Wayne, and Yates.  We are located in Geneva, New York, about 
halfway between Ithaca and Rochester, in the heart of the Finger Lakes.  We offer pro bono opportunities in all areas of civil poverty 
law. 

Population Served:  Households at risk of homelessness due to evictions, foreclosures, utility shutoffs, and other consumer issues; 
disabled SSI applicants, seniors, domestic violence survivors, victims of employment and housing discrimination, unemployed and 
working poor, children with education law issues.

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR CONTACT

Name:  Alexander Karsten
Title:  Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Legal Fellow
Phone:  315-781-1465
Email:  akarsten@lawny.org 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES                                                                                

Litigation / Technology Projects:  Work with staff attorneys and paralegals to further the organization's mission of providing legal 
services to low-income people with civil legal problems. We are also involved in several national legal services technology projects, 
and an attorney with good tech skills could help with those projects.

Can Volunteers Work Off Site?  Not usually, but perhaps in conjunction with one of our technology projects.

Type of Work:  Representation of clients in court and/or administrative proceedings.

Location, Days and Hours of Volunteer Opportunity: 
LawNY's Geneva office.

Area of Substantive Law:  Housing Law, Government Benefits, Family 
Law, Consumer Law, Employment Discrimination, Education Law.

Supervision:  All volunteers are supervised by a staff 
attorney.

Training:  Orientation and training will be provided as needed.  

REQUIREMENTS OF VOLUNTEER

Time Commitment:  Minimum of 20 hours per week, unless we have a special project available that is more time limited. 

Previous Experience in Substantive Law Required:  No. Specific/Previous Training Required:  No.
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