Legal Assistance of Western New York, Inc. —

Ithaca Office

Contact Information
Website: http://www.lawny.org/
Phone: 607-273-3667
Address: 215 North Cayuga St.
Ithaca, NY 14850

Description of Organization
LawNY is a non-profit law firm. We provide free civil legal services to low-income and
elderly populations in Tompkins and Tioga Counties. Priorities include public benefits
(including unemployment insurance, Food Stamps, Medicaid, SSI and Social Security
Disability, and public assistance programs) and housing emergencies (preventing evictions,
foreclosures or other causes of homelessness). Pro bono opportunities include Pro Se Divorce
Clinics, Elder Law Services, and other direct law services.

Volunteer Opportunities
Divorce Clinic: LAWNY conducts periodic pro se clinics for low-income clients seeking
uncontested divorces. The volunteer would provide client counseling (e.g., brief advice) and
assist clients with completing uncontested divorce forms. The volunteer works with
LAWNY staff attorneys, interns, and paralegals to review papers and advise pro se litigants.

Elder Law: LawNY conducts periodic Elder Law outreach, education, and direct services
clinics in conjunction with Tompkins and Tioga Counties' senior services providers.
Volunteers provide counseling for clients (e.g., brief advice); community legal education;
draft and review legal documents, including wills, power of attorney and advanced care
directives; and possibly represent clients in court proceedings and administrative hearings.

Full Representation: Volunteer provide direct representation, including appearances at
administrative or court hearings or appeals; draft legal documents (e.g., letters, pleadings,
briefs).

Mentoring: Mentor volunteer lawyers or law students who are working on individual cases
or at clinics when those volunteers seek additional advice or opinions regarding legal issues
or strategy. May range from a single telephone consultation to ongoing advice and counsel.

Areas of Substantive Law

Consumer Law Matrimonial Law
Elder Law Public Benefits
Family Law Unemployment Law

Housing Law
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General Notes
Capacity: LAWNY - Ithaca can host ten volunteers, but has only one workstation. The

volunteer can work off-site.
Experience: Prior experience in the area of substantive law of the volunteer assignment

preferred, depending on the assignment.
Supervision: Tom Dubel, the Deputy Director of LAWNY — Elmira, is directly responsible

for supervising the work of the volunteer.
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