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National Adoption Day, celebrated here in Monroe County on November 21, 2014, 

raises awareness about the 101,000 children in the United States legally freed for 

adoption and waiting for a family.  The Hon. Dandrea L. Ruhlmann and the Hon. 

Joseph G. Nesser were co-chairs of this year’s celebration.  Master of Ceremonies 

was Don Alhart,  News Anchor from Channel WHAM 13.  Below are a few pictures. 

The adoptive parents    

gather with their adoptive 

children before the        

ceremony.   

Don Alhart, (L) News Anchor, with 

Hon. Craig J. Doran, Administrative 

Judge 

A reception followed the    

ceremony. 

I didn’t give you the gift of Life, 

But in my heart I know, the love I 

feel is deep and real, as if it had 

been so.  For us to have each 

other is like a dream come true!       

No, I didn’t give you the gift of 

life, life gave me the gift of you.                                   

……..- Unknown 

Hon. Dandrea Ruhlmann, Monroe Family 

Court, opens the ceremony. 

Save the Date:  January 8th, 2015 

January Wellness Event 

               Details page 8 
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Congratulations to Maryanne Townsend 

Maryanne has been promoted to Support 

Magistrate in Monroe Family Court.     

Maryanne has been the Principal Law 

Clerk for Hon. Matthew Rosenbaum.   

Steuben County News 

Steuben Family Court had a holiday luncheon and 

ugly sweater contest on December 8th.   The  

winner was Angie Whitfield (pictured  center.  

Pam Gardner, Chief Clerk Family Court, is on the 

left and Laurie Partridge is pictured on the right.  

Angie made the sweater herself!  Way To Go!  

Welcome to the 7th Judicial District 

Jennifer Flynn, Senior Court 
Office Assistant worked in         
Syracuse City Court for almost 9 
years, then took a lateral move to 
Onondaga County Family Court 
and worked there for almost 8 
years.   Jennifer is looking forward 
to her time in Cayuga County 
Family Court.     

Amy Moore, Court          
Assistant, was             
reassigned to  Cayuga 
Family Court, from the 
5th    Judicial  District, 
effective December 4, 
2014. 

Also, in Steuben Family Court, on November 

19th, six children were adopted into three        

different families.  Congratulations! 
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Anne Liebenow – Court Assistant from  Monroe 
Supreme & County Court retired at the end of 
November after completing 19 years of service. 
Anne also worked for Judge Keenan (retired    
Monroe S & C) for many years.  

Congratulations on 

 your retirement! 

         The annual Benefits Fair was held in   
         the Monroe County Hall of Justice on 
December 11th.  Vendors came to offer information 
and answer questions employees had about their    
benefits.  MVP did over 40 Blood Pressure Screening 
checks on employees, which is a much appreciated 
service.  224 employees attended the fair.  CSEA put 
together a nice lunch buffet (at no charge) from the  
Dinosaur BBQ, which was absolutely delicious!   

The winners of the door prizes are: 

Blue Choice - Blanket – Gayle Bleier 

College Savings - Barnes & Noble Gift Card – Joanna Swartele 

UCS Umbrella- Mary Olson, Marlene Galbraith, Charlene    
Brongo 

UCS Water Bottle- Wendy Trippi, Deb Kuitems, Amy Moran 
and Kathy Harris 

Rochester Credit Union – Movie Tickets – Chris Deleo 

A BIG THANK YOU to all the vendors and employees 
because without you, we wouldn’t have a Benefits 
Fair!! 

Benefits Fair 

Lynda Wood – Chief Clerk from Ontario County 
Family Court retired at the end of  November.  
Lynda is retiring after completing 13 years of    
service as a Court Assistant and Chief Clerk. 

Hon. Edmund Calvaruso has retired as the Surrogate of 

Monroe County in December.  Judge Calvaruso was elected a 

Supreme Court Justice in the 7th Judicial District and served 

in that capacity from January 1991 to December 1999.  He 

was elected as Surrogate Court Judge in January 2000 and  

re-elected in January 2010.  The picture shows Judge       

Calvaruso on his last day on the bench on November 25th.  

Enjoy your retirement!! 

L to R:  Amy Fields and Melissa Pendleton from 

the HR Unit working at the check-in table 



         SEPTEMBER 2014 EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 
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Patricia Harris was awarded the September 2014 Employee of the Month because of her superior work     

performance, professionalism and positive attitude.  Patricia has worked part-time in Wayne Family Court and 

Wayne Surrogate’s Court.  In May, Patricia was assigned full-time in Wayne Surrogate’s Court due to staff 

shortages.  This transition required her to learn many new duties including legal review of proceedings,      

financials and record keeping.  Patricia not only successfully accomplished what she needed to learn in order 

to execute her new duties but has done so with great professionalism, thoroughness and efficiency.         

Congratulations! 

L to R:  Administrative Judge Craig J. Doran, Hon. Daniel  Bar-

rett, Pat Harris, Hon. Dennis Kehoe, Hon. John Nesbitt and 

District Executive Ron Pawelczak.  Pat is pictured with Sarah 

Sennett, Deputy Chief Clerk of  Monroe Surrogate’s Court   

Thanksgiving Food Drive Over 200 pounds of food was collected by the Wellness 

Committee and the WorkForce Diversity Committee in the 

Monroe Hall of Justice.  The food was given to the House of 

Mercy, a local homeless shelter that has helped the home-

less find a place to stay after being displaced in the garage 

of the Hall of Justice.  Thank you to everyone that donated!  

From Jose Cruzado, in Livingston County:   I just dropped 
off the food we collected at the Livingston Courthouse to 
the Geneseo Food Pantry (at the church) and met Sue and 
Mathew Rabe who operate the food pantry. The food is 
stored in a back room in the basement of the church. In the 
main room as you enter are several long tables with about  

40 or 50 bags ready to be filled with food donations. Sue and Mathew explained that they were concerned 
about being able to fill some of the food orders they had received. Needless to say they were both very    
happy to receive our donations. They explained how their shelves were practically empty a week ago and 
how grateful they are that people in the community have answered their call for help. She asked me where I 
was from and I explained that I worked at the courthouse and that the donations came from the staff at the    
courthouse. Their gratitude reminded me of how lucky I am to work with such generous people. Thank you all 
again and have a great Thanksgiving.  
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December Wellness Event 

On December 5th , 40 employees attended the         

December Wellness Event which was a craft session to 

make a candy cane sleigh.  We had a lot of fun putting 

the sleighs together and listening to holiday music and 

having a relaxing time!  The Wellness Committee     

contributed the supplies.  Thanks to everyone that 

made this a fun event!  Supplies were donated by the 

Wellness Committee. 

Two more Halloween pictures 

that didn’t make last month’s 

Briefly edition:  Will Bush, 3, 

Thomas the Tank and Abby 

Bush, 18 months, a little mouse, 

are the children of Stephanie 

Bush, Monroe Family Court.    

The Wellness Committee is asking for bottle donations……….. 

In order to keep the costs down for the Wellness Events held in the 7th Judicial District, the       

Wellness Committee has set up fundraising accounts at two bottle redemption centers.  On the 

westside of Rochester:  Ridge Nickelback, 560 West Ridge Road, 14615 (hours M-Sat 9 AM-6 PM, 

Sun 10 AM-4 PM).  On the eastside of Rochester:  Can Kings, 1276 Fairport Road, 14450 (hours  M

-Sat 9 AM-7 PM, Sun 10 AM-4 PM) 

Both redemption centers give $.05 per bottle or can.  However, Can Kings will give us $.06 per    

bottle or can on the 6th of every month and $.06 per bottle or 

can for the first month our account is open (until January 16, 

2015.)  Both accounts are called “Wellness Committee.”  Anyone 

can bring their bottles and cans there and say they are for the 

Wellness Committee and the  donations will go on our account.  

The donator does not have to be a Hall of Justice employee;     

employees can ask their friends and family to bring their returns 

there, too.  Both places will automatically send the Wellness    

Committees a check whenever the account reaches $50!   
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From Automation: 



Briefly       December 22, 2014 Page 7 

Charlotte’s Angels ... 

The Christmas tree pictured above is in the 
Appellate  Division. Kudos to Kathy McClean  
at the Appellate Division who headed the        
collection over there.  Charlotte’s Angels     
delivered over 200 gifts to the Veteran’s      
Outreach and Villa of Hope Teen Mom        
Program. (35 people total.) 

wants to thank everyone who took time to 
help wrap and deliver gifts, those who    
donated above and beyond….and thanks 
to the different courts who allow us to post 
Angel boards in their areas. 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH OCTOBER 2014 

Peg Drexler, Court Analyst, 7th Judicial District Office, was   

nominated for this award because of her superior work               

performance. Peg should be commended for the extra efforts she 

puts forth by serving in a lead role on a multitude of committees in 

the HOJ and 7th District. This month I (AJ Doran) have heard    

numerous people comment on all the events that our district hosts 

and how instrumental Peg’s efforts have been in making both 

Wellness and Workforce Diversity events take place. It is one 

thing to come up with great ideas, but to   actually pull off making 

an event happen is exceptional.  In this environment where       

everyone is so busy and overwhelmed, attending a lunch time 

event can be the bright spot in the week.  Peg’s ability to motivate 

and energize people to create opportunities everyone can enjoy is 

very unique.    

L to R:  Ron Pawelczak, District Executive, Peg 

Drexler and Hon. Craig J. Doran, Administrative Judge 
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EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH NOVEMBER 2014 

 

Michelle Devine, Case Manager , Monroe Supreme & 

County, was nominated for this award because of her 

superior work performance. Michelle has proven that she 

will do what it takes to get the job done. Over a two-

week span she proved this more than usual.  Michelle 

performed her own duties in addition to those of a co-

worker to ensure court was able to run smoothly while 

short-staffed.  Michelle’s ability to multitask and step in 

where needed allows for court efficiency and stellar   

customer service.  This teamwork mentality is to be   

commended.   Pictured L to R:  Ron Pawelczak, District Execu-

tive; Hon. John DeMarco, Hon. Craig J. Doran, Administrative Judge, 

Michelle and Hon. Jack Elliott. 

Sharon Costantino, Senior Court Office Assistant Keyboarding, has 
been reassigned to Cayuga Supreme &County/Jury, from Wayne County, 
effective December 14, 2014. 

Elizabeth Barhite, Senior Court Office Assistant, Monroe Family court,      
effective December 18, 2014.  

Jooney Lomenzo, Court Reporter, Monroe Family Court, effective      
December 18, 2014.  

WELCOME to the 7th Judical District 

Are you ready for a fresh, new approach to 
eating healthy? Forget about complicated 
calorie counting and low fat fads and take a 
whole food approach to nutrition in 2015. 
This presentation will teach you how to 
jump start a real food lifestyle. You’ll learn 
how not to be fooled by a food’s tricky mar-
keting ploys, what ingredients to avoid, how 
to best budget for organics, and how to fit 
real food into real life.  

The Wellness Committee Presents:    Simple Steps to Eat Real in 2015 

Thursday, January 8, 2015, 2 sessions:  noon and 2 pm,  Rm 165 Hall of Justice, Monroe County 

A flyer with more details will soon follow 

Amy Nadelen, MS is  the founder of Tribe 
Wellness, a nutrition private practice in 
Rochester, NY. She is a regular contributor 
to Rochester Magazine, and appears often 
on Channel 8 News as a Family Nutrition 
Expert. Amy takes a whole food approach to 
nutrition, and encourages people to focus 
more on a food's ingredients, where it came 
from, and how it was grown, instead of the 
more traditional approach of counting     
calories and avoiding fat.  

L to R:  Jooney Lomenzo and 

Elizabeth Barhite 


