
HON. DONNA M. SIWEK
Part 29 - Eighth Floor
50 Delaware Avenue

Buffalo, New York  14202
PHONE:  845-9354 /(no motion papers by fax)

 
Law Clerk:  Katherine B. Roach, Esq. 845-9355

kroach@courts.state.ny.us

Secretary:  Ann M. Metz 845-9354
ametz@courts.state.ny.us

Court Clerk:  Joan Aquila    845-9421
Court Reporter: Lorianne Jasinski 845-3607

MOTIONS: Civil & Matrimonial:  
        Alternating Thursdays in Part 29 at 9:30 a.m. 
Infant Settlements: contact secretary/court clerk to schedule

Civil, including Matrimonial:   All original moving papers, answering papers, memoranda and
special term notes of issue to be sent to chambers before 12 noon on the Tuesday before the motion
return date.  No fax submissions are permitted.  If motion papers are not timely served, motion may be
adjourned by the court.  TROs on notice to the other side if other attorney known.  No general
adjournments.  Adjournments granted with consent of parties, subject to Court’s approval, by contacting
secretary or court clerk.  Only stipulated or initialed Orders with consent of opposing counsel should be
submitted to the Court for signature.  (Matrimonials only - Counsel are required to confer before oral
argument to narrow issues.)  

For matters that have been e-filed, counsel must provide a chambers copy of all motion papers that
have been e-filed to chambers within one business day of the e-filing.  (The court does not require copies
of pleadings other than motion papers.)  Fax submissions are NOT permitted.  The appropriate NYSC E-
file Confirmation Notice must be submitted with the copy(ies).

CONFERENCES:

Civil:  Preliminary conferences must be held within forty-five (45) days of the Court’s receipt of filed
RJI.  All conferences before IAS Judge or law clerk.  Adjournments granted with consent of parties,
subject to Court’s approval, by contacting secretary.

IAS Matrimonials:  Preliminary conferences to settle required.  Pleadings, discovery demands, 236B
Affidavits, motions, responses, prior orders, settlement proposals, proposed stipulations or agreements
should be submitted to the Court as far in advance as possible, but no less than 48 hours prior to
conference.  Adjournments granted with consent of parties, subject to Court’s approval, by contacting
secretary.
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TRIALS AND REFERENCES:

Civil, including Matrimonial: No trial date will be given without a filed Note of Issue.  Trial dates
considered to be “date certain.”  Adjournments granted only in the most exceptional circumstances, not
upon consent of counsel.  All motions in limine shall be made returnable prior to jury selection.  Expert
disclosure deadlines per court’s trial order.  Summary jury trial rules available upon request.

Matrimonial:   References to law clerk to hear and report on contested economics, post-divorce arrears
and post-divorce modification.  Judgments and findings of fact to be submitted on notice to opposing
counsel within four weeks of prove-up or decision.
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