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Counsel for defendants has requested that this case be transferred to the
Commercial Division pursuant to Uniform Rule 202.70, which became
effective January 17, 2006. This case, which is a commercial landlord-tenant
dispute, was commenced on December 7, 2005 and was assigned as a non-
commercial case to Hon. Louis B. York, who signed an order to show cause
the following day. Six days after the new Rule went into effect, counsel
submitted the present request, which is opposed by counsel for plaintiffs.

The Uniform Rule does not indicate whether it is to be applied
retroactively, that is, to RJIs that were filed prior to January 17, 2006. In my
view, the most orderly approach is to apply the Rule to RJIs filed on January
17 or thereafter. This case was properly assigned at the time the RJI was filed,
no request for a transfer was made at the time (no doubt because the
assignment was understood to be correct), and, until this application was made,
the case proceeded on the assumption that it belonged in the Part in which it
is pending.

Accordingly, the request for a transfer is denied.
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