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DECISION & ORDER
In the Matter of Alanda Helen M. (Anonymous).
Episcopal Social Services, respondent; 
Tamara M. (Anonymous), appellant.
(Proceeding No. 1) 
(Docket No. B-1508-04)

In the Matter of Taylor Devante M. (Anonymous).
Episcopal Social Services, respondent; 
Tamara M. (Anonymous), appellant.
(Proceeding No. 2) 
(Docket No. B-1503-04)

In the Matter of Mack M. (Anonymous).
Episcopal Social Services, respondent; 
Tamara M. (Anonymous), appellant.
(Proceeding No. 3) 
(Docket No. B-1504-04)

In the Matter of Trevor M. (Anonymous).
Episcopal Social Services, respondent; 
Tamara M. (Anonymous), appellant.
(Proceeding No. 4) 
(Docket No. B-1505-04)
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In the Matter of Cherry Patricia M. (Anonymous).
Episcopal Social Services, respondent; 
Tamara M. (Anonymous), appellant.
(Proceeding No. 5) 
(Docket No. B-1506-04)

In the Matter of Sharae Denise M. (Anonymous).
Episcopal Social Services, respondent; 
Tamara M. (Anonymous), appellant.
(Proceeding No. 6) 
(Docket No. B-1507-04)

 

Robert Marinelli, Brooklyn, N.Y., for appellant.

Magovern & Sclafani, New York, N.Y. (Megan Eiss-Proctor and Frederick J.
Magovern of counsel), for respondent.

Elizabeth J. Fee, Brooklyn, N.Y., Law Guardian for the children Alanda Helen M.,
Taylor Devante M., Mack M., and Trevor M.

Sandra L. Schpoont, Brooklyn, N.Y., Law Guardian for the child Cherry Patricia M.

Brad M. Nacht, Brooklyn, N.Y., Law Guardian for the child Sharae Denise M. 

In six related proceedings pursuant to Social Services Law § 384-b to terminate
parental rights on the ground of permanent neglect, the mother appeals, as limited by her brief, from
so much of six orders of fact-finding and disposition of the Family Court, Kings County (Elkins, J.),
dated August 25, 2005, as, after a dispositionalhearing, terminated her parental rights and transferred
custody and guardianship of the subject children to the Commissioner of Social Services of the City
of New York and Episcopal Social Services for the purpose of adoption. 

ORDERED that the orders of fact-finding and disposition with respect to the children
Cherry Patricia M. and Taylor Devante M. are reversed insofar as appealed from, on the law, without
costs or disbursements, and the matter is remitted to the Family Court, Kings County, for a new
dispositional hearing and new dispositions with respect to those children in accordance herewith; and
it is further,

ORDERED that the orders of fact-finding and disposition with respect to the children
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Alanda Helen M., Sharae Denise M., Mack M., and Trevor M., are affirmed insofar as appealed from,
without costs or disbursements.

On appeal, the mother does not contend that the Family Court erred in determining
that she had permanently neglected her children. Rather, she argues only that the court should have
suspended judgment, as opposed to terminating her parental rights. 

The foster mothers for the children Alanda Helen M., Sharae Denise M., Mack M.,
and Trevor M., are committed to continuing the sibling relationships and are willing to adopt them.
As to these four children, the Family Court properly determined that it was in the children’s best
interests to terminate the mother’s parental rights (see Matter of Arianna OO., 29 AD3d 1117;
Matter of Ernesto Thomas A., 5 AD3d 380). However, the child Taylor Devante M., is in a
residential home and apparently is very troubled, lessening his chances of ever being adopted.
Evidence introduced at the dispositional hearing indicated that he could be adversely affected if his
siblings are adopted and no one chooses to adopt him. The child Cherry Patricia M., has expressed
a very strong desire to be with her mother. Cherry, who was 14 years old at the time of the fact-
finding and dispositional hearings, has stated that she did not wish to be adopted byher foster mother.
She wants to be with her mother and has run away from foster homes twice, both times returning to
her mother. Moreover, Cherry seems to be quite attached to Taylor and may be the only sibling with
whomTaylor will be able to have any significant interaction. Under these circumstances, there is little
likelihood that either Taylor or Cherry would be suitable for adoption. Thus, as to these children, an
alternative disposition should be explored particularly in view of the passage of time since the
dispositional hearing in July 2005.  Therefore, we remit the matter  to the Family Court for such
further disposition as may be deemed proper in view of these circumstances. 

CRANE, J.P., GOLDSTEIN, LIFSON and CARNI, JJ., concur.

ENTER:

James Edward Pelzer
Clerk of the Court


