Supreme Court of the State of New York
Appellate Bivision: Second Judicial Department

D18020
X/kmg
AD3d Submitted - January 14, 2008
REINALDO E. RIVERA, J.P.
ROBERT A. LIFSON
DANIEL D. ANGIOLILLO
RUTH C. BALKIN, JJ.
2006-11197 DECISION & ORDER

2006-11199

In the Matter of Michelle Rennee H. (Anonymous),
a/k/a Michelle H. (Anonymous).

Administration for Children’s Services, et al.,
petitioners-respondents; Marcel H. (Anonymous),
a/k/a Marcel Lori H. (Anonymous), a’k/a Marcel
A. (Anonymous), et al., appellants.

(Proceeding No. 1)

In the Matter of Julian Peter H. (Anonymous),
a/k/a Julian H. (Anonymous).

Administration for Children’s Services, et al.,
petitioners-respondents; Marcel H. (Anonymous),
a/k/a Marcel Lori H. (Anonymous), a/k/a Marcel
A. (Anonymous), et al., appellants.

(Proceeding No. 2)

(Docket Nos. B-19540/04, B-19541/04)

Richard L. Herzfeld, New York, N.Y., for appellant Marcel H. (Anonymous), a/k/a
Marcel Lori H. (Anonymous), a’k/a Marcel A.

Joan N.G. James, Brooklyn, N.Y., for appellant Marc A. (Anonymous), Sr., a/k/a
Marc A. (Anonymous).
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MATTER OF H. (ANONYMOUS), MICHELLE RENNEE
a/k/a H. (ANONYMOUS), MICHELLE
MATTER OF H. (ANONYMOUS), JULIAN PETER, a/k/a H. (ANONYMOUS), JULIAN



Warren & Warren, P.C., Brooklyn, N.Y. (Adam M. Kazansky of counsel), for
petitioner mercyFirst.

Steven Banks, New York, N.Y. (Tamara A. Steckler and Marcia Egger of counsel),
Law Guardian for the children.

In two related proceedings pursuant to Social Services Law § 384-b to terminate
parental rights on the ground of permanent neglect, the mother and the father separately appeal from
two orders of fact-finding and disposition (one as to each child) of the Family Court, Kings County
(Hamill, J.), both dated August 22, 2006, which, after fact-finding and dispositional hearings, found
that they permanently neglected the subject children, terminated their parental rights, and transferred
custody and guardianship of the children to mercyFirst and the Commissioner of Social Services of
the City of New York for the purpose of adoption.

ORDERED that the orders are affirmed, without costs or disbursements.

The Family Court properly terminated the mother’s and the father’s parental rights
upon the ground of permanent neglect (see Social Services Law § 384-b[7][a]). For a continuous
period of 17 months following the children’s placement into foster care, the mother and the father
failed to plan for the children’s return despite the diligent efforts of the petitioner mercyFirst to
strengthen and encourage the parental relationship (see Matter of Nathaniel T., 67 NY2d 838, 840;
Matter of Tynell S.,43 AD3d 1171; Matter of Darlene L., 38 AD3d 552; Social Services Law § 384-
b[7][a], [c]). The court properly committed the children to the care and custody of mercyFirst and
the Commissioner of Social Services of the City of New York for the purpose of adoption (see
Matter of Evelyn Moncrieff G., 42 AD3d 568; Matter of Vincent Anthony C., 235 AD2d 283).

The mother’s and the father’s remaining contentions are without merit.

RIVERA, J.P., LIFSON, ANGIOLILLO and BALKIN, JJ., concur.

ENTER:
C James Edward Pelzer %{/
Clerk of the Court
February 19, 2008 Page 2.

MATTER OF H. (ANONYMOUS), MICHELLE RENNEE
a/k/a H. (ANONYMOUS), MICHELLE
MATTER OF H. (ANONYMOUS), JULIAN PETER, a/k/a H. (ANONYMOUS), JULIAN



