
November 4, 2009
MATTER OF BELL, AN INFANT, BY GARY L. LIANO,

HER NATURAL FATHER v BELL

Supreme Court of the State of New York
Appellate Division: Second Judicial Department

D24918
G/hu

          AD3d          Submitted - September 29, 2009

WILLIAM F. MASTRO, J.P. 
STEVEN W. FISHER
DANIEL D. ANGIOLILLO
JOHN M. LEVENTHAL, JJ.
                                                                                      

2008-08810 DECISION & ORDER

In the Matter of Ariana Marie Liano Bell, an infant,
by Gary L. Liano, her natural father, to assume
another name, appellant, v Darlene M. Bell, respondent.

(Index No. 8736/07)
                                                                                      

Sheila Callahan O’Donnell, Cornwall, N.Y., for appellant.

In a proceeding pursuant to Civil Rights Law article 6 for leave to change an infant’s
surname, the petitioner appeals from an order of the Supreme Court, Orange County (Slobod, J.),
dated July 15, 2008, which, after a hearing, denied the petition.

ORDERED that the order is affirmed, without costs or disbursements.

The Supreme Court properly denied the father’s petition to change the surname of the
parties’ daughter.  The father failed to sustain his burden of establishing that the child’s interests
would be substantiallypromoted bychanging her surname, and that there was no reasonable objection
to the proposed name change (see Civil Rights Law § 63; Matter of Wilson v Kilkenny, 44 AD3d
676; Matter of David Robert T., 10 AD3d 453; Matter of Cinquemani v Guarino, 290 AD2d 554;
Matter of Cassidy Lynn M., 289 AD2d 245; Matter of Mercado v Townsend, 225 AD2d 555).   

MASTRO, J.P., FISHER, ANGIOLILLO and LEVENTHAL, JJ., concur.
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