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In the Matter of Tracy Puglisi, respondent, 
v John Butler, et al., appellants.

(Docket Nos. V-18097-08, V-18098-08)
                                                                                      

Courten & Villar, PLLC, Hauppauge, N.Y. (Karyn A. Villar and Dorothy A. Courten
of counsel), for appellants.

Zuckerman & Zuckerman, Central Islip, N.Y. (Marjorie E. Zuckerman of counsel),
attorney for the children.

In a visitation proceeding pursuant to Family Court Act article 6, the paternal
grandparents appeal from an order of the Family Court, Suffolk County (Luft, J.), dated January 16,
2009, which granted the mother’s petition to modify a prior visitation order dated May 31, 2007, so
as to award her unsupervised and overnight visitation with the subject children.

ORDERED that the order is affirmed, without costs or disbursements.

The mother satisfied her burden of showing that there had been a change in
circumstances such that a modification of the prior visitation order was necessary to ensure the
continued best interests and welfare of the subject children (see Matter of Catalano v Catalano, 66
AD3d 1012; Matter of Alexander v Alexander, 62 AD3d 866, 866-867; Matter of Ammirata v
Ammirata, 49 AD3d 829).  The Family Court’s determination that the mother could have
unsupervised and overnight visitation had a sound and substantial basis in the record, and should not
be disturbed (see Matter of Kantrowitz v Cummo, 67 AD3d 680; Matter of D’Angio v McGrath, 64
AD3d 593).
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The grandparents’ contention that their time spent with the children is insufficient has
been rendered academic by the Family Court’s subsequent order dated October 29, 2009, which
granted the relief they requested (see Matter of Baby Girl A., 38 AD3d 648). 

RIVERA, J.P., FLORIO, ANGIOLILLO and BELEN, JJ., concur.

ENTER: 

James Edward Pelzer
  Clerk of the Court


