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A G E N D A

8:30-9:00am  Registration
9:00-9:10am  Welcome

9:10-10:30 am
Fertile Grounds: Developing
Successful Appellate Issues in the
Fourth Department

Drew DuBrin

10:30 am-12:00 noon
Starting and Perfecting an Assigned
Appeal

Timothy Murphy
12:00-12:45 pm Lunch (provided)
12:45-1:45 pm
Effective Brief Vriting

Mary Hope Bennett
1:45-2:30 pm
Practice and Procedure: Guidelines
for Assigned Counsel

Kim Taylor

2:30-2:45 pm Break
2:45-3:45 pm
Ethical Considerations for Appellate

Counsel
Andrea Tomaino

S PEAKERS

Mary Hope Benedict is Senior Principal
Law Clerk to Justice Henry J. Scudder and
has been Justice Scudder’s law clerk for
more than 20 years. Prior to her employment
as Justice Scudder’s law clerk, she was
employed by the Steuben County Law De-
partment as an Assistant County Attorney

and prosecuted juvenile delinquent cases,
and abuse and neglect matters in Family
Court. Ms. Benedict is a graduate of Uni-
versity of Buffalo Law School and LeMoyne
College.

Drew R. DuBrin, a graduate of the Emory
University School of Law, is the Special
Assistant Public Defender in charge of
appeals for the Monroe County Public
Defender’s Office. Mr. DuBrin has worked in
the appeals section of the Monroe County
Public Defender’s Office since 1987 and has
handled hundreds of cases before New York’s
appellate courts.

Timothy Murphy has been practicing law
for 20 years, and is presently Chief Attorney
of the Appeals and Post-Conviction Unit of
the Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo, Inc., over-
seeing the state’s largest criminal appeals
department outside New York City. The
office represents indigent appellate clients in
Erie, Orleans, Genesee and Cattaraugus
Counties. He is the Chair of the Appellate
Practice Committee of the Bar Association of
Erie County; a board member for the New
York Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers; a member of the Committee on
Courts of Appellate Jurisdiction for the New
York State Bar Association; and a member of
the Tri-County Judicial Screening Commit-
tee for NYS Court of Appeals candidates. He
is admitted to practice before the U.S.
Supreme Court and the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Second, Fourth, Sixth and Eleventh
Circuits, as well as before the Seneca Nation
of Indians Court of Appeals. He is also a for-
mer Niagara County prosecutor, and has
been a Town Justice in the Town of Pendleton

since 2008. Tim was named to Super
Lawyers (Upstate NY edition) in 2014.

Kim Koski Taylor is a graduate of the
University at Buffalo Law School. Upon grad-
uation from law school Ms. Taylor clerked
for the Supreme Court, Appellate Division,
Fourth Department, before joining the
Monroe County Law Department. Ms. Taylor
served as a Deputy County Attorney and then
as the Supervising Attorney for the Child
Support Enforcement Unit. In addition to her
duties as the Supervising Attorney, Ms. Taylor
handled all appellate work for the Child
Support Enforcement Unit and the Monroe
County Juvenile Prosecutor’s Office. Ms.
Taylor is currently the Administrator of the
assigned counsel program for the Fourth
Department.

Andrea E. Tomaino is Principal Counsel for
the Seventh Judicial District Attorney
Grievance Committee, an agency of the
Appellate Division, Fourth Department. She
previously served as a Confidential Law
Clerk to the Appellate Division, Fourth De-
partment, before entering private practice,
where she concentrated in family law with
the firms of Chamberlain, D’Amanda,
Oppenheimer & Greenfield, and Woods
Oviatt Gilman LLP, in Rochester, New York.
Ms. Tomaino has been a frequent lecturer at
CLE programs on legal ethics for various
County Bar Associations and the New York
State Bar Association, and she is the immedi-
ate past Chair of the Board of Trustees of Our
Lady of Mercy High School in Rochester, New
York. She received her BA from the College
of the Holy Cross and her JD from
Washington & Lee University School of Law.



