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SUMMARY OF INITIATIVES

The Unified Court System’s Housing Court Program includes court
initiatives designed to meet the housing-related justice needs of New
Yorkers. The initiatives are summarized below.

1. Constitutional Reform: The New York City District Court

A constitutional amendment to restructure the trial court system by
creating two tiers of trial courts—a Supreme Court with unlimited
jurisdiction and a District Court with limited jurisdiction. A Housing
Division will be established within the New York City District Court,
on equal footing with the other divisions and with full constitutional
status. Page 5

II. Modern Case Management

An Expedited Case Initiation system, which-eliminates the general
intake part (Part 18) and assigns cases directly to the appropriate court
part upon filing or answering a petition. Page 8

Resolution Parts, presided over by Housing Court judges and
staff, to effectively manage the settlement process for specific

case types. Page 8

Motion Parts to hear pre-answer motions, which will allow the
Resolution Parts to focus on their calendars without the interruption
of unrelated motions. Page 10

Trial Ready Parts, supported by Housing Court Expediters, to
hear trials as scheduled. Page 10

A Housing Court Mediation Program within the courthouse,
overseen by a Mediation Coordinator, to provide an effective
alternative to the traditional court process. Page 11




















































































