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INTRODUCTION

      It is with a sense of pride and accomplishment that we mark the 100th anniversary of the founding of our court. 
      In our day-to-day endeavors in the Second Department, we grapple with the full range of human conflict, 
applying the civilizing rule of law to resolve the complex issues that our modern society compels us to confront. 
We do not work alone. We stand in the shadow of those who have gone before, those great jurists, lawyers and 
teachers, men and women, who have shaped our legal traditions. Their efforts inform our work and their spirits 
vitalize our institutions. 
      It is one of those institutions, the Appellate Division, that we commemorate in the pages of this publication. 
Throughout its hundred-year history, the court has embodied the spirit of the law, an aspirational ideal that has been 
the object of so much gallant effort. Because of its traditions, the Appellate Division has endowed us with a 
strength that steadies us during the upheavals of human history and enables us to perform our work with the 
requisite focus and attention. Upon this milestone in its life, we recognize and honor our court's illustrious history 
and look to its future with confidence and hope. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE COURT

Courtesy Brooklyn Historical Society

To commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the court, we 
have collected photos of the 
old county courthouses in the 
ten counties of the Second 
Department. 

This is a photo of the Kings 
County Courthouse, which 
was constructed in 1861. 

The photo dates from 1923. 
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Origins

      The Supreme Court of the State of New York may be traced to 1691, with the creation of its colonial 
antecedent. After the Revolutionary War, the fledgling state, in 1777, enacted its first Constitution, under which 
final appellate review was conducted in the "Court for the Trial of Impeachments and the Correction of Errors." 
In 1846 that court was replaced by the Court of Appeals, with intermediate appellate jurisdiction lodged in eight 
coordinate appellate tribunals. By the late nineteenth century, the intermediate system of appellate review had 
taken the form of nine General Terms, five in the Supreme Court and four in the Superior City Courts. 
      The Appellate Division of the New York State Supreme Court is the outgrowth of the General Term of the 
Supreme Court, which lasted from 1870 until the 1894 Constitution. At the Constitutional Convention of 1894, 
the General Term was abolished and replaced by the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court. 
      The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court began with the same four departments that exist today, but 
with the aim that the Departments were to be of more or less equal population — a condition that has since 
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changed, so that now the Second Department is disproportionately large. Over one-half of the population of the 
State now lives in the Second Department and about 42 percent of intermediate appellate cases are handled by the 
court. 

The Early Years 

      The first case that the court decided in 1896 was reported by Marcus T. Hun, and appears in the volume cited as 
1 Appellate Division. It involved an action brought against the endorser of a promissory note, on an appeal from 
what was then called the Kings County Circuit (see, Kinsland Land Co. v Newman, 1 App Div 1). 
       When the Appellate Division, Second Department, was established, it was housed in a courtroom in Brooklyn's 
Borough Hall. The grandeur of the court's prior trappings may still be seen in Borough Hall's refurbished 
ceremonial courtroom. In 1938, the present courthouse opened its doors. 
      The Appellate Division was conceived as a court that had the jurisdiction to provide review for the vast 
majority of cases, leaving the Court of Appeals free to declare and settle the law. History has validated that design. 
      In the ensuing one hundred years, the Appellate Division has heard a multitude of cases, both civil and 
criminal, under its broad power to review both legal and factual questions. 
      During its first hundred years, the court has seen many milestones. Its first black Justice was appointed in 1980 
and its first woman Justice was appointed in 1984. In April, 1994, a bench of the court was solely comprised of 
female Justices. This was the first time this had occurred in an appellate court in the history of the State of New 
York. 

The Court Today 

      The Appellate Division, Second 
Department, today consists of twenty 
Justices, and is the busiest appellate 
court in the nation. Most of the Justices 
are appointed from the ten counties over 
which the court has jurisdiction; Kings, 
Queens, Richmond, Nassau, Suffolk, 
Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess, 
Rockland and Orange Counties. The 
court hears appeals from the Supreme 
Court, Surrogate's Court, the Court of 
Claims, County Court, Family Court and 
the Appellate Term. 
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COURT STAFFING

Justices 

      As originally authorized by the Constitution of 1894, the Appellate Division, Second Department, was 
comprised of five Justices and their staff. In 1925, the Constitution was amended to increase the number of Justices 
from five to seven. Since then, the constitutional complement of Justices has been augmented by special 
designation by the Governor. In this manner, the number of Justices in the Second Department grew to eight in the 
early l960's and to ten in the early l970's. In 1976 there were twelve Justices on the court and in 1977 there were 
fourteen. To make more efficient use of its judicial personnel, in 1978 the court began sitting in panels of four 
rather than five. In 1981, the number of Justices was increased to fifteen. As of January 1994, in order to better 
address the court's burgeoning caseload, the complement of Justices reached twenty (consisting of the Presiding 
Justice, six associate Justices, and thirteen additional Justices). This made the Second Department not only the 
busiest, but also one of the largest appellate courts in the nation. 

      The Justices come from various counties in 
the downstate area: Kings (five), Queens (four), 
Nassau (two), Suffolk (two), and one each from 
Richmond, Westchester, Orange, Dutchess, New 
York, and the Bronx. Only three Justices have 
permanent chambers at the Brooklyn courthouse. 
The remainder have temporary chambers (many 
share offices) at the Brooklyn courthouse and 
permanent chambers in their home counties. 
These Justices are available at their home 
chambers to attorneys in those counties. 
      Assisting each of the twenty Justices of the 
court is a Law Secretary whose duties include 
legal research and the preparation of draft 
opinions. Each Justice also employs the services 
of a confidential secretary whose duties include 
calendar, case, and office management. 

Court Administration 

       The day-to-day administration of the court is 
the responsibility of the Chief Clerk and two 
Deputy Clerks, who report directly to the 
Presiding Justice. They ensure that the policies 
established by the Presiding Justice are carried 
out. They also coordinate procedures between the 
various offices of the court and respond to public 
inquiries via telephone or mail (including 
corresponding with incarcerated criminal 
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defendants). 
      The Executive Assistant to the Presiding Justice, as the court's chief personnel and fiscal officer, oversees 
preparation of the court's annual budget of approximately $15,000,000, and all matters involving employee rights, 
benefits, and discipline. 
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