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• Overview 
o Every six minutes a child is sexually abused in the United States (Bivona Child Advocacy Center, 2009) 
o One out of every 5 girls and one out of every seven boys is sexually abused before their 18th birthday (conservatively) 

(Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Statistical Briefing book) 
o Ninety percent of the time, a child is sexually abused by someone they know, love and, trust (Office of Juvenile Justice 

and Delinquency Prevention, Statistical Briefing book) 
 

• Age and Child Abuse Fatalities 
o Children younger than three years old accounted for 75.5 % of child abuse and neglect fatalities (U.S Dept. of Health 

and Human Services, 2007) 
 

• Victimization Rate by Gender and Offender 
o The victimization rate of boys is 48.2 percent and girls have a 51.5 victimization rate (U.S Dept. of Health and Human 

Services, 2007) 
o Only 10% of children who are victims of sex abuse are abused by strangers (Darkness to Light, 2010) 

 
• Psychological Effects 

o 80% of young adults who have been abused met the diagnostic criteria for at least one psychiatric disorder at the age of 
twenty-one which included depression, anxiety, eating disorders, panic disorder, dissociative disorders, post traumatic 
stress disorder, reactive attachment disorder and suicide attempts (Child Welfare Information Gateway, 2008) 
 

• Teen Pregnancy and Unsafe Sex 
o Abused children are twenty-five percent more likely to experience teen pregnancy and three times more likely to 

practice unsafe sex (Child Help, 2009) 
 

• Addiction 
o Children who have been sexually abused are 5 x more likely to develop alcohol abuse and 8 x more likely to develop 

drug addictions (Child Help, 2009, p.2) 
o Nearly two thirds of people in treatment for drug abuse reported being abused as children   (Child Help, 2009) 
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• Delinquency and Incarceration 
o Abused and neglected children are 59% more likely to be arrested for criminal behavior as a juvenile, 28% 

more likely to be arrested for violent and criminal behavior as an adult and 30% more likely to commit a 
violent crime (Child Help, 2009)   

o 31% of women in prison reported being abused as children and 14% of all men in prison reported being 
abused as children (Child Help, 2009) 
 

• The Economic Cost of Child Abuse 
o Prevent Child Abuse America estimates that the indirect costs of child abuse including economic consequence 

totals sixty-nine billion dollars per year (The Child Welfare Information Gateway, 2008) 
o On a per case basis, non Child Advocacy Center investigations were 36% more expensive.  The average per-

case cost of a Child Advocacy Center investigation was $2,902 compared to $3,949 for a non-Child Advocacy 
investigation, generating a savings of more than $1,000 per case (National Children’s Advocacy Center, Amy 
Chadoin, Suzanna Magnuson, Lynn Overman, The University of Alabama: John Formby, Ling Shao, 2009) 

o Bivona Child Advocacy center saves the community approximately one million dollars per year (Bivona 
Child Advocacy Center, 2009) 
 

• Pornography and Child Abuse 
o According to the United States Postal Inspection Service at least 80% of purchasers of child pornography are 

active abusers and nearly 40% of the child pornographers investigated over the past several years have 
sexually molested children in the past (National District Attorneys Association, 2004) 

o In a 2000 study issued by the Federal Bureau of Prisons, 76% of offenders convicted of internet-related crimes 
against children admitted to contact sex crimes with children previously undetected by law enforcement and 
had an average of 30.5 child sex victims each (National District Attorneys Association, 2004) 
 

• Adolescent Sex Offenders (ASO)  
o ASO’s are defined as adolescents from age 13 to 17 who commit illegal sexual behavior as defined by the sex 

crime statutes of the jurisdiction in which the offense occurred (National Center on Sexual Behavior of Youth, 
2003) 

o Adolescents do not typically commit sex offenses against adults, although the risk of offending against adults 
increases slightly after an adolescent reaches age 16 (National Center on Sexual Behavior of Youth, 2003) 

o ASO’s commit a substantial number of sex crimes including 17% of all arrests for sex crimes and 
approximately 1/3 of all sex offenses against children. Sexual offenses against young children, under 12 years 
of age, are typically committed by boys between the ages of 12 to 15 years old (National Center on Sexual 
Behavior of Youth, 2003)  

o ASO’s differ from adult sex offenders in that they have lower recidivism rates, engage in fewer abusive 
behaviors over shorter periods of time, and have less aggressive sexual behavior (National Center on Sexual 
Behavior of Youth, 2003) 
 

• Sex Offenders and Previous Sexual Abuse 
o Rates of physical and sexual abuse vary widely for adolescent sex offenders; 20 to 50% of these youth 

experienced physical abuse and approximately 40 to 80% experienced sexual abuse.  While many adolescents 
who commit sexual offenses have histories of being abused, the majority of these youth do not become adult 
sex offenders (Becker, J. and Murphy, W., "What We Know and Don’t Know about Assessing and Treating 
Sex Offenders," Psychology, Public Policy and Law 4 (1998): 116-137.) 

o Among adult sex offenders, approximately 30% have been sexually abused (Becker, J. and Murphy, W., 
"What We Know and Don’t Know about Assessing and Treating Sex Offenders," Psychology, Public Policy 
and Law 4 (1998): 116-137.) 
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