ICWA Compliance Information for Caseworkers
By Margaret Burt, Esq.

There is a special law (ICWA) if you are doing child welfare work and the child involved is an
American Indian - the procedures are very different and you must do them in a specific way

WHO IS AN INDIAN CHILD IN NYS FOR PURPOSES OF ICWA?

Unmarried
AND
Under 18 when came/coming into care

AND
Member of a federally or state recognized tribe OR
Eligible to be a member AND a bio child of a member OR
Bio child of a member who lives on a reservation

CALL YOUR LAWYER RIGHT AWAY if you think the child may fit this
category and you are going to or want to:

place the child in foster care for any reason
file an Article 10 petition

transfer the child within a foster care setting
place a child for adoption

accept a surrender

file a termination



