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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW  

ABOUT BECOMING A JUDGE 
 

Thursday, May 1, 2014 
Bar Association of Erie County, 438 Main Street, Buffalo, NY  

12:30 p.m. ~ Lunch and Registration 
12:50 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. ~ Program 

5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. ~ Social Hour 
2.0 CLE Credits: 0.5 Ethics, 1.5 Law Practice Management 

 
 

Chair:  
Hon. Rose H. Sconiers  

Appellate Division, 4th Dept. and Chair, Franklin H. Williams Judicial Commission 
 

Agenda: 
      

12:30 ~ Lunch/Registration 
 

12:50 ~ Welcome/Introduction 
 

Michael J. Ryan, Esq.  
BAEC President 

 

1:00 ~ Introduction of Franklin H. Williams Judicial Commission 
 

 

1:10 ~ Election Law Overview & Related Ethical Requirements  
 

Moderator: John V. Elmore, Esq. ~ Former Chair, 4th Department Judicial Screening Committee 
 
 

Ralph M. Mohr, Esq. & Dennis E. Ward, Esq. ~ Commissioners, Erie County Board of Elections 
John Postel, Esq. ~ NYS Commission on Judicial Conduct 



 
2:00 ~ Q&A Regarding Evaluation Processes 

 

Mark S. Boylan ~ Independent Judicial Election Qualification Commissions, 8th Judicial District Chair 
William J. Kita, Esq. ~ Chairman, BAEC Judiciary Committee 

Stephanie A. Saunders, Esq. ~ MBAWNY Judiciary Committee 
Jennifer R. Scharf, Esq. ~ WBASNY Judiciary Committee 

 
2:30 ~ Securing the Nomination in Supreme Court 

 

Moderator: Laurie Styka Bloom, Esq. ~ BAEC Vice President 
 

Chairman, Ralph C. Lorigo ~ Conservative Party  
Chairman, Jeremy J. Zellner ~ Democratic Party  
Hon. Mark A. Montour ~ NYS Supreme Court 

Chairman, Nicholas A. Langworthy ~ Republican Party  
 

3:10 ~ Break 
 

3:20 ~ Making the Ballot in City, County and Family Courts 
 

Moderator: Ericka N. Bennett, Esq. ~ MBAWNY President 
 

Hon. Betty Calvo-Torres ~ Buffalo City Court 
Hon. Frank Caruso ~ NYS Supreme Court 

Hon. Sheila A. DiTullio ~ Erie County Court 
Hon. Craig D. Hannah ~ Buffalo City Court 

 
4:20 ~ Appointment Process for NYS Court of Claims and for  

Federal Magistrate Judges and District Court Judges 
 

Moderator: Elizabeth B. Harned, Esq. ~ WBASNY President 
 

Hon. Leslie G. Foschio ~ Magistrate Judge, U.S. District Court, W.D.N.Y 
Hon. Michael E. Hudson ~ NYS Court of Claims 

Hon. William M. Skretny ~ Chief Judge, U.S. District Court, W.D.N.Y 
 

5:00 ~ Reception – Thanks to our sponsor, 
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Please indicate which association you are registering with: 
□ BAEC Member ~ $40  □ MBA Member ~ $40  □ WBASNY Member ~ $40 

 □ Non-Member ~ $60  □ Non-Member ~ $60  □ Non-Member ~ $60 
 
 
 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Firm ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City ________________________________________ State __________________________________ Zip_________________________ 
 
 
Phone _________________Fax __________________ E-mail ____________________________________________________________ 

  
 
Enclosed is my check in the amount of $________ (please make check payable to the Erie Institute of Law and send 
to “Erie Institute of Law, 438 Main Street, Sixth Floor, Buffalo, NY 14202. 
 

 Visa  MC   
 
Card Number ________________________________________________________________ Exp. Date__________ 
 
Cardholder Signature ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Cancellation Policy: If you are unable to attend a seminar for which you have already registered, call the CLE 
Department at 852-8687. For a full refund, notice of your cancellation must be received before the date of the 
program. Registrants who are pre-registered and fail to attend will receive course materials in lieu of a refund. 
Tuition assistance available. Please send your request in writing.  
 
Mail or Fax to: Erie Institute of Law, 438 Main Street, Sixth Floor, Buffalo, New York 14202, (716) 852-8687, Fax 
(716) 852-7641. 


