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September 2006

Dear Friends,

We are pleased to present  “The CHILD in Child Welfare and the Courts,” the nation’s 
first publication of county-by-county data collected by the court and child welfare 
systems. This book is the product of a strong collaboration among the New York State 
Courts, the New York State Office of Children and Family Services and the New York 
Council on Children and Families all working together to improve outcomes for children 
in our child welfare system.

This book provides a valuable resource for dedicated professionals working in our 
court and child welfare systems to better understand the available information and 
trends concerning abused and neglected children and their families. Using the current 
data from both systems will be a powerful tool to enhance collaborations between 
the courts and local departments of social services to better serve our state’s most 
vulnerable children. 

The Permanent Judicial Commission on Justice for Children’s Court Improvement 
Project developed and spearheaded this initiative and also secured funding from the 
Pew Charitable Trusts’ Fostering Results project. This publication would not have been 
possible without the dedication and leadership of Toni Lang and the staff of the New 
York State Council on Children and Families.  

Very truly yours,

Sheryl Dicker 
Executive Director 
NYS Permanent Judicial Commission on Justice for Children

The CHILD in Child Welfare and the Courts 2006 Data Book     
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Joint Message from Commissioner John A. Johnson and Deborah A. Benson

September 2006

Dear Colleagues,

It is a pleasure to join with the Permanent Judicial Commission on Justice for 
Children in presenting this first edition of The CHILD in Child Welfare and the 

Courts. This product is the result of a collaborative effort among the Commission, 
Office of Court Administration, New York State Office of Children and Family 
Services and Council on Children and Families. The aim of the project is to use data 
focusing on the child while providing a broader context of well-being to inform policy 
development, planning and accountability as a means to improve outcomes for 
children and youth involved with child welfare and the courts.

The Commission, OCFS and the Council are all committed to promoting the well-
being of children in or at-risk of foster care. The common goals of ensuring that 
children are safe, that they reside in loving homes and that they develop to their  
full potential have contributed to the success of this partnership.   

We look forward to continuing our work together on behalf of all New York  
State’s children.  

Sincerely,

John A. Johnson	 Deborah A. Benson 
Commissioner	 Acting Executive Director 
NYS Office of Children and Family Services	 Council on Children and Families   
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The Permanent Judicial Commission on Justice for Children is pleased to publish the first ever 
county-by-county child welfare data book that is derived from data collected and compiled 
by the New York Unified Court System and the New York State Office on Children and Family 
Services. The goals of the data book are to provide professionals and advocates in the child 
welfare and court systems with common child-oriented data that are specific to each county, 
and to bring awareness to the public, the media, legislators, and other systems serving children 
who come before Family Courts. 

The Commission is a partner of Fostering Results, a national non-partisan education and 
outreach project to raise awareness of the need for improved court oversight of foster care 
cases and federal financing reform. The Pew Charitable Trusts supports both Fostering 
Results and the Pew Commission on Children in Foster Care. On May 18, 2004, the Pew 
Commission on Children in Foster Care released specific recommendations for reform to 
which this dissemination of child-oriented, child welfare and court data is responsive. These 
recommendations include:

n   �Adoption of court performance measures by dependency courts to ensure that they can track 
and analyze their caseloads, increase accountability for improved outcomes for children, and 
inform decisions about the allocation of court resources; 

n   �Incentives and requirements for effective collaboration between courts and child welfare 
agencies on behalf of children in foster care and continue the Commission’s groundbreaking 
collaborative work;

n   �A strong voice for children and parents in court and effective representation by better trained 
attorneys and volunteer advocates including our development of standards for CASA; and

n   �Leadership from Chief Justices and other state court leaders in organizing their court systems 
to better serve children, provide training for judges, and promote more effective standards for 
dependency courts, judges and attorneys.

The Commission is grateful for the generous support from Fostering Results for the publication 
of this data book and for the collective efforts of the NYS Office of Children and Family Services, 
the Office of Court Administration, the Council on Children and Families and Commission staff. 
This publication takes advantage of the familiarity and format of the NYS Touchstones/KIDS 
COUNT efforts of the Council. The Council, being part of the state-level KIDS COUNT network, 
funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation, publishes annual data books on the health, 
education and well-being of children and youth in New York State. Together these efforts provide 
a broader context of well-being for policy development, planning and accountability for children 
and youth and specifically for children and youth in the child welfare and court systems.

The Commission is proud to present this data book and hopes that the data presented will 
be used by stakeholders within the courts and child welfare systems to improve the safety, 
permanency and well-being of children. It is further our goal that this data will become a tool 
to help New York achieve safety, permanency and well-being of all children whose lives are 
affected by the court and child welfare systems. 

Welcome
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PART I  presents an Introduction that  
features a descriptive essay about the Commission; 
the risk and protective factors associated with  
child abuse and neglect; some of the most common 
physical, psychological, behavioral, and societal 
consequences of child abuse and neglect; and 
children in foster care. Together these sections 
demonstrate the importance of looking within  
data to gain a glimpse of the children involved  
in the child welfare and court systems and to  
use that data to improve the lives and life chances 
of those children.

PART I also presents A Progression of Data-
driven Efforts to Improve Outcomes for Children, 
the New York State Touchstones Framework and 
a New York State Fact Sheet about children and 
youth involved in the child welfare and court 
systems. This information helps explain how 
this project fits within existing efforts to advance 
the use of children’s health, education and well-
being indicators as a tool for policy development, 
planning, and accountability. The New York State 
Touchstones vision—that all children, youth and 
families will be healthy and have the knowledge, 
skills and resources to succeed in a dynamic 
society—is universal for children and youth living 
in single-parent families, two-parent families, foster 
homes or any other living arrangement. The Fact 
Sheet demonstrates the importance of addressing 
the needs—including, safety, permanency and well-
being—of New York State children involved in the 
child welfare and court systems.

PART II presents Indicator Profiles organized 
by the NYS Touchstones goals, objectives and 
life areas. Indicator Profiles present New York 
State, New York City, Rest of State (NYS minus 
NYC), and each of New York’s 62 counties data for 
each indicator. Indicator profiles present the most 
current year along with a comparison year thereby 
allowing examination of the long-term trend.   

(For year-by-year data, go to KWIC at http://www.
nyskwic.org.) Narratives accompany each indicator 
to provide the respective definition, significance and 
current findings.

PART III  presents Region Profiles for New 
York State, New York City, Rest of State and each 
on New York’s 62 counties.  For each of these 
regions, the Region Profile provides the most 
current data available and an arbitrary comparison 
year data along with the New York State rate for 
indicators that share a common theme or topic, 
specifically child welfare for this publication.  
There are two other Region Profiles currently 
available on KWIC: the KWIC Profile that provides  
a snapshot of the overall health, education and 
well-being of children, youth and families in New 
York State; and the Maternal/Child Health Profile 
that provides a snapshot of the health and well-
being of mother and child, including pregnancy, 
birth, prenatal care, birth weight and gestation, 
and infant mortality data. 

PART IV presents New York State data 
related to the federal Child and Family Services 
Review (CFSR). The CFSR was designed to ensure 
the State child welfare agency practice is in 
conformity with Federal child welfare requirements, 
to determine what is actually happening to children 
and families as they are engaged in State child 
welfare services, and to assist States to enhance 
their capacity to help children and families achieve 
positive outcomes.  

GLOSSARY presents an alphabetized list 
of terms and indicators presented in the CHILD in 
Child Welfare and the Courts publication. 

The Data Book Layout
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Project/Timeline Background Purpose

Mid 1990s The Council on Children and Families and its member agencies*  
developed broad, cross-agency goals and objectives for 
children and families that established the framework for NYS 
Touchstones. These goals and objectives represent expectations 
about the future and are organized by six major life areas: 
economic security, physical and emotional health, education, 
citizenship, family, and community. Each life area has a set of 
indicators that reflect the status of children and families. The 
framework is presented on the following pages. 	

The New York State Touchstones 
vision is: All children, youth and 

families will be healthy and 

have the knowledge,  

skills and resources to succeed 

in a dynamic society.

1997 Soon after Touchstones was developed, the Council became 
part of the state-level KIDS COUNT network, funded by the 
Annie E. Casey Foundation. The NYS Touchstones/KIDS COUNT 
1998 Data Book was the first publication using the Touchstones 
framework. The Council continues to produce annual data books 
as data books play an important role in highlighting the status of 
children and families and in the data dissemination process.

New York State Touchstones/
KIDS COUNT aims to advance 

the use of children’s health, 

education and well-being 

indicators as a tool for policy 

development, planning, and 

accountability.

December 2003 KWIC is an interactive website that advances the Touchstones/
KIDS COUNT data dissemination process by expanding access  
to New York State children’s health, education and well-being 
data; providing more current data; expanding the number of 
indicators presented; providing access to other data resources; 
allowing users to chart, graph and map data; and giving users 
the ability to tailor data to fit their needs. KWIC, a one-stop  
data warehouse with data from numerous Council agencies,  
is available to data users twenty-four hours a day, seven days  
a week.	

KWIC’s goal is to promote 

efforts to gather, plot and 

monitor children’s health, 

education and well-being 

indicator data as a means to 

improve outcomes for  

New York State’s children 

and families.

2006 The Unified Court System’s Permanent Judicial Commission 
on Justice for Children approached the Council and the NYS 
Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) to develop a 
data dissemination mechanism for child welfare and court 
data that took advantage of the familiarity and usability of the 
New York State Touchstones/KIDS COUNT format and the data 
disseminating abilities of KWIC. This project not only brings UCS 
and OCFS data together but also turns the focus of child welfare 
data onto the child and away from the process. The Commission 
administers the federally-funded Court Improvement Project. 
Funding for The CHILD in Child Welfare and the Courts is made 
possible by a grant from Fostering Results, a project of the Pew 
Charitable Trusts.

The CHILD in Child Welfare and 
the Courts aims to propel  

data-driven efforts to improve 

outcomes for children and 

youth involved with child 

welfare by focusing on the 

child and by providing a 

broader context of well-being 

for policy development, 

planning and accountability.

* �State Office for the Aging • Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services • Office of Children and Family Services • Division of Criminal Justice 
Services • State Education Department • Department of Health • Department of Labor • Office of Mental Health • Office of Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities • Division of Probation and Correctional Alternatives • Commission on Quality of Care and Advocacy for Persons with 
Disabilities • Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance
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From NYS Touchstones to The CHILD in Child Welfare and the Courts: 
A Progression of Data-driven Efforts to Improve Outcomes for Children  

The CHILD  
in Child Welfare 
and the Courts     



Goal 1:	
Children and youth will be 
raised in families with sufficient 
economic resources to meet 
their basic needs.

Objective 1:  Children will be raised 
in households with sufficient economic 
resources to provide food, clothing 
shelter and other necessities.

Objective 2:  Children and youth will 
receive adequate financial support from 
absent parents.

Goal 2: 
Youth will be prepared for  
their eventual economic  
self-sufficiency.

Objective 1:  Youth will have skills, 
attitudes and competencies to enter 
college, the workforce or other 
meaningful activities.

Objective 2:  Young adults who 
can work will have opportunities for 
employment.

Objective 3:  Youth seeking 
summer jobs will have employment 
opportunities.

Indicators:
➜ Children and Youth Living Below Poverty 

Economic Security

Goal 3:
Children and youth will have 
optimal physical and emotional 
health.

Objective 1:  Children and youth will 
be born healthy.

Objective 2:  Children and youth will 
be free from preventable disease and 
injury.

Objective 3:  Children and youth will 
have nutritious diets.

Objective 4:  Children and youth will 
be physically fit.

Objective 5:  Children and youth will 
be emotionally healthy.

Objective 6:  Children and youth will  
be free from health risk behaviors  
(e.g., smoking, drinking, substance 
abuse, unsafe sexual activity).

Objective 7:  Children and youth will 
have access to timely and appropriate 
preventive and primary health care.

Objective 8:  Children with special 
health care needs will experience an 
optimal quality of life.

Objective 9:  Children and youth 
with service needs due to mental 
illness, developmental disabilities 
and/or substance abuse problems will 
have access to timely and appropriate 
services.

Indicators:
➜ Adolescent Births and Pregnancies

➜ �Infant, Neonatal and Postneonatal 
Mortality 

➜ Low Birthweight Births & Premature Births

Physical and Emotional Health

Goal 4:	
Children will leave school 
prepared to live, learn and work 
in a community as contributing 
members of society.

Objective 1:  Children will come to 
school ready to learn.

Objective 2:  Students will meet or 
exceed high standards for academic 
performance and demonstrate 
knowledge and skills required for 
lifelong learning and self-sufficiency in 
a dynamic world.

Objective 3:  Students will be 
educated in a safe, supportive, drug 
free and nurturing environment.

Objective 4:  Students will stay in 
school until successful completion.

Indicators:
➜ Annual Dropouts — Public Schools 

Education
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Life Areas, Goals, Objectives and Indicators



 

 

Life Areas, Goals, Objectives and Indicators

Goal 5: 
Children and youth will 
demonstrate good citizenship 
as law-abiding, contributing 
members of their families, 
schools and communities.

Objective 1:  Children and youth will 
assume personal responsibility for their 
behavior.

Objective 2:  Youth will demonstrate 
ethical behavior and civic values.

Objective 3:  Children and youth will 
understand and respect people who are 
different from themselves.

Objective 4:  Children and youth will 
participate in family and community 
activities.

Objective 5:  Children and youth will 
have positive peer interactions.

Objective 6:  Children and youth will 
make constructive use of leisure time.

Objective 7:  Youth will delay 
becoming parents until adulthood.

Objective 8:  Children and youth will 
refrain from violence and other illegal 
behaviors.

Indicators:
➜ �Adolescent Arrests for Property and 

Violent Crimes

➜ �Adolescent Arrests for Drug Use/
Possession/Sale/DUI

➜ Assault Hospitalizations

➜ Driving While Intoxicated Arrests 

➜ �Persons in Need of Supervision (PINS) 
Cases Opened for Services

Citizenship  

Goal 6:	

Families will provide children 
with safe, stable and nurturing 
environments.

Objective 1:  Parents/caregivers will 
provide children with a stable family 
relationship.

Objective 2:  Parents/caregivers will 
possess and practice adequate child 
rearing skills.

Objective 3:  Parents/caregivers will 
be literate.

Objective 4:  Parents/caregivers will 
be positively involved in their children’s 
learning.

Objective 5:  Parents/caregivers 
will have the knowledge and ability 
to access support services for their 
children.

Objective 6:  Parents/caregivers will 
provide their children with households 
free from physical and emotional abuse, 
neglect and domestic violence.

Objective 7:  Parents/caregivers will 
provide their children with households 
free from alcohol and other substance 
abuse.

Indicators:
➜ �Child Abuse and Maltreatment —  

Indicated Reports

➜ �Child Abuse and Maltreatment —  
Children and Youth in Indicated Reports

➜ �Child Abuse and Maltreatment —  
Resulting in Removal of Child

➜ �Child Abuse and Maltreatment —  
Resulting in Court Cases

➜ �Foster Care — Children and Youth In Care

➜ �Foster Care — Children and Youth 
Admitted to Foster Care

➜ �Foster Care—Children and Youth 
Admitted to Foster Care by Age

➜ �Foster Care — Children and Youth 
Admitted to Foster Care by Race/Ethnicity

➜ �Foster Care — Children and Youth 
Admitted to Foster Care by Placement 
Type

➜ �Foster Care — Children and Youth 
Discharged from Foster Care

➜ �Foster Care — Children and Youth 
Discharged from Foster Care by  
Placement Type

➜ Foster Care — Terminated Parental Rights

➜ Foster Care — Parental Rights Surrendered

➜ Foster Care — Adoption Milestones

Family  

Goal 7:  
New York State communities 
will provide children, youth and 
families with healthy, safe and 
thriving environments.

Objective 1:  Communities will be 
economically sound.

Objective 2:  The environment will be 
free of pollutants (e.g., air and water 
quality will meet healthful standards).

Objective 3:  Neighborhoods will be 
crime free.

Objective 4:  Adequate housing will be 
available.

Objective 5:  Adequate transportation 
will be available.

Goal 8:
New York State communities 
will provide youth and their 
families with opportunities to 
help them meet their needs 
for physical, social, moral and 
emotional growth.

Objective 1:  Communities will make 
available and accessible formal and 
informal services (e.g., child care, 
parent training, recreation, youth 
services, libraries, museums, parks).

Objective 2:  Adults in the community 
will provide youth with good role 
models and opportunities for positive 
adult interactions.

Objective 3:  Communities will 
provide opportunities for youth to make 
positive contributions to community life 
and to practice skill development.

Indicators:
➜ �Firearm Related Index Crimes 

➜ �Property and Violent Index Crimes Known 
to the Police

➜ Unemployment–Resident Civilian

Community
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Understanding Indicators
  �

Indicators can help describe changes over time, identify benchmarks and progress 
in relation to goals, and reflect the status of children and families. Using the 
Touchstones framework, the CHILD in Child Welfare and the Courts indicators are 

organized by six major life areas: Economic Security, Physical and Emotional Health, 
Education, Citizenship, Community, and Family.

Understanding the story behind the indicator—its purpose, definition and significance—contributes to the 
accurate and effective interpretation of indicators. Data sources are provided for each indicator. Agency Source 
designates the originator of the data. Data Source designates the source for the numerator and Population 
Source designates the source for the denominator or population at risk. Date Compiled designates the date of 
compilation and Notes provide relevant facts to help interpret the data.


