
 
 
 

Pro Bono Awards Presentation and Reception 
October 23, 2014 

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
 

Agenda 
 
 
Welcome  
NYCLA Awards Presentation 
Carol A. Sigmond, President-elect, New York County Lawyers Association; Partner, Horowitz 
Sigmond LLP 
 
New York State Bar Association Awards Presentation 
Seymour W. James, Jr., past-President, New York State Bar Association; Attorney-in-Chief of 
The Legal Aid Society 
 
New York State Courts Access to Justice Program Awards Presentation 
Hon. Fern A. Fisher, Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for New York City Courts; 
Director, New York State Courts Access to Justice Program   
 



October 20, 2014 
For Immediate Release 
CONTACT: Laurie Milder 646‐386‐5850 LMILDER@courts.state.ny.us 
  
  
Volunteers to be honored at ‘Celebrate Pro Bono’ Awards Ceremony on October 23rd 
  
  
In recognition of National Pro Bono Celebration Week, the NYS Courts Access to Justice 
Program, along with the New York State Bar Association and the New York County 
Lawyers' Association, will present a pro bono awards ceremony at the New York County 
Lawyers’ Association on Thursday, October 23rd from 6:00 ‐ 8:00 PM to honor volunteer 
attorneys for their pro bono service.  
  
The program will include remarks by representatives from the sponsoring organizations 
including: 
  
◦ Hon. Fern Fisher, Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for New York City Courts and  
◦ Director, New York State Courts Access to Justice Program; 
◦ Seymour James, Past President, New York State Bar Association 
◦ Carol A. Sigmond, President‐elect, New York County Lawyers’ Association 
 
The following award recipients will be honored for their outstanding pro bono service: 
  
New York State Courts Access to Justice Program Award Honorees: 
 
Stanley Pruszynski 
 
William Brick 
 
Michael Massmann 
 
Rafael Tassy 
 
Maria La Macchia 
 
Tamekia Hosang 
 
Joellen Valentine 
 
Gaston Kroub 
 
Pfizer, Inc.  
 



Betty Ware Hayes 
 
Camille Prince‐Mercado 
 
Jennifer Velez 
 
Kinshasa K. Hillery 
 
Eugene Y. Chen 
 
Adam S. Waldbaum 
 
Amy G. Davis 
 
Christopher K. Lee  
 
Sagar Sharma 
 
Susan Herskovits 
 
 New York State Bar Association Award Honorees: 
 
Henri Gueron 
 
John McQueen 
 
Covington & Burling LLC  
 
George Sacco 
 
Deon Morris‐Belo 
 
New York County Lawyers’ Association Award Honorees: 
 
Joshua F. Naylor 

Cynthia Watkins 

Halle M. Jones 

Regina Y. Won 

Peter A. Lowy 



Aaron J. Feinstein 

Ben Rossen 

John Spilman, Jr. 

Timothy J. DeCicco 

Olivia M. Cuggy 

Additional attorneys and law students will receive certificates for their distinguished pro 
bono service. 
 
A Volunteer Opportunity Expo will also be held and attendees can meet representatives 
of court‐sponsored programs, who will answer questions about volunteering 
opportunities. 
  
The New York State Courts Access to Justice Program 
(http://www.courts.state.ny.us/ip/nya2j/ ) strives to increase access, improve the 
delivery of justice and promote public confidence in the courts. The Access to Justice 
Program is dedicated to improving equal access to justice for New Yorkers of low‐
income and modest means who cannot afford an attorney by making it easier to 
navigate the court system. 
  
The New York State Bar Association (http://www.nysba.org/) with 77,000 members, is 
the largest voluntary state bar association in the nation. The Association’s programs and 
activities have served the public and improved the justice system since its founding in 
1876.  
  
The New York County Lawyers' Association (www.nycla.org) was founded in 1908 as the 
first major bar association in the country that admitted members without regard to 
race, ethnicity, religion or gender. Since its inception, it has pioneered some of the most 
far‐reaching and tangible reforms in American jurisprudence and has continuously 
played an active role in legal developments and public policy. 



New York State Courts Access to Justice Program 2014 Pro Bono Service Honorees:

William Brick
Eugene Y. Chen
Covington & Burling LLC
Olivia M. Cuggy
Amy G. Davis
Timothy J. DeCicco
Aaron J. Feinstein
Henri Gueron
Betty Ware Hayes
Susan Herskovits
Kinshasa K. Hillery
Tamekia Hosang
Halle M. Jones
Gaston Kroub
Maria La Macchia
Christopher K. Lee
Peter A. Lowy

Michael Massmann
John McQueen
Deon Morris-Belo
Joshua F. Naylor
Pfizer Inc.
Camille Prince-Mercado
Stanley Pruszynski
Ben Rossen
George Sacco
Sagar Sharma
John Spilman, Jr.,
Rafael Tassy
Joellen Valentine
Jennifer Velez
Adam S. Waldbaum
Cynthia Watkins
Regina Y. Won



The New York State Courts thanks the following individuals for their distinguished
service and outstanding contributions to the

 2014 Access To Justice Program

Alfia Agish
Adam Algaze
Diana Azcona
Nermina Z. Arnaud  
Melissa Beck
Brandy A. Beltas
Yonatan Berkovits
Ernesto Belzaguy
Rosa Benneth
Andrea Blair
Marlowe Boettcher
Cil Shaw- Brewer
Elizabeth Burgos
Mary Callaghan
Nadia Campbell
Bianca L. Cappellini
James Caputi
Sonia Casado-Cruz
Sean Cassidy
Jacqueline N. Cazilas
Tina Chan
Lawrence Chandler
Starr Chandler
Della Dekay
Pietro Deserio
Joseph Devine
Suzana Djencic
Phillip Dunn
Lenny Duran
Emma Ekema
John Elliot
Dionne Ellis
Jonathan Engel
Andrea Engels
Dorie Fader
Michael Fernandez

Shani Friedman
Renee Gallagher
Matthew Gartenberg
Thomas Jeffrey Giles
Jamie Goldstein
Kelly Graf
Ariana Green
Roshane Gregory
John Gross
Byrne Harrison
Nathan Harvey
Javon Henry
Kristen Hester
Kinshasa Hillery
David A. Hoicka
John T. Hood
Amadi Jackman
Claire James
Andrew Katzenberg
Sharon Katz
Gena Kerr
Katherine Kessler
Richard M.Landman
Juanita Lasprilla
Ashley Laurie
Nicholas A. Laveris
Roberta Lavey
Lindsay Lewis
Eric Li
Andrew Lillis
Ami Lipman
Howard L. Malatzky
Carolyn Mann
Rachael Martins
Alix Mathe-Dumaine
Crystal Mateo

Shaun McElhenny
Brigette McLeod
Grissel Mercado
Ryan Moreno
Ronny Nader
Cara L. Newman
Kristie E. Ortiz
David Pantaleoni
Robert Peters
John Pierpont
Justine Rayborn
Victoria Rodriquez
Elizabeth Rosa
Jennifer Rubin
Soanny Sanchez
Shannon A. Seidenstein
Islam Shahan
Reshma Shah
Zafar Shirinkulov
Alisa Shmukler
Gary Simmons
Natasha Slater
John Spears
Marta Staniszewska
DeVoia Stewart
Daniel Sullivan
Mahbubar Talukdar
Keren Tenenbaum
Bedel Tiscareno
Michael Valentine
Joanna Vargas
Jolisel Vargas-Lopez
Tessa K. Weeks
Brian White
Carol Ann Williams
Shazana Zumpfe-Cochran



The New York State Courts thanks the following individuals
 for their dedicated service to the
  2014 Access To Justice Program

Rachael Abrahami
Jose Abrigo
Jessica Acosta
Amanie Akarah
Percival R. Bailey
Aubrey Bowermaster
Jennifer Cha
Christine Chang
Xia Chen
Shawn Cohen
Hazel B. Dagoy
Alexander Dergarabedian
Anita Douglas
Carolyn Fakury
Ferdinand Fernandez II
Jessica G. Gilbeaul
Hayley Halvorson
Amy Hsiao
Dennis Hulse

Amin Hirra
Gabriel Huntington
Magda Laszlo
Cali Madia
Chongyi Mao
Harrison Marrisa
Lisa Marroni
J. Olabisi Matthews
Diane Miles
Roxana Moussavian
Novica Petovski
Jason Reisfeld
Rayne M. Sassower
Steven Schwartz
Shirali Shah
Jean M. Stevens
Tessa Weeks
Kenneth Zweig




