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LOCAL COMMITTEES REPORTS 2003-2004

Name of the Committee Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee

Name, Address, Telephone and Fax Numbers and E-mail Address of the Chair
Hon. Leslie E. Stein, 40 Steuben Street. Suite 601, Albany, New York 12207
Phone: 518-434-2145: Fax: 518-434-5980; E-mail: Istein(@courts.state.ny.us

No. Members 35 Composition of the Committee (judges, adminisirators, advocates, etc.):
Judees - 6. Court Personnel - 15, Advocates - 10. Other - 4

New York State Courts Under Chief Judge Judith Kaye’s Leadership

What has been the most significant change for women, particularly those served by your

district or court, during the past twenty years? Please be as specific as possible and try to
give concrete examples.

The following are a number of related changes affecting women over the past 20 years:
significantly increased number of women attorneys & much more slowly increasing number of
women Judges: oreater accessibility to the legal system for women of moderate means through
pro se divorce clinics & forms, not-for-profit programs such as the Capital District Women’s Bar
Association’s Legal Project; more attorneys willing to represent domestic violence victims pro
bono as a result of training programs; increased sensitivity of lawyers, Judges and court

personnel; Drug Courts & Domestic Violence Parts.

What is the most pressing or important remaining problem for women, particularly those

served by your district or court, that needs to be addressed by the New York State court
system?

The need for ongoing training of Judges. lawyers and court personnel in issues related to family
law, domestic violence and immigration law. Also, the need to continue to attempt to streamline
the system to avoid multiple proceedings in different courts involving related issues. Finally. to
the extent the budeet allows, there is a need to_ensure adequate numbers of Judges, Support
Magistrates, Judicial Hearing Officers, Court Attorneys and court personnel to ensure that cases
are addressed promptly and that jurists have adequate time and resources to devote to each case.
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Local Committee Activities For the Past Year: Please include, if relevant and possible, names
of co-sponsors, size of the attendance and copies of any pjress.

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2603

Written materials were distributed and displayed in various courthouse locations
(see, for example. attached newspapers article} |

Activities for Women’s History Month 2004

Other Activities in the Past Year ‘
(1) February 24, 2003 Meeting - The Committee heard yresentations by 3 individuals involved
in the mediation process: a private attorney mediator; thc executive director of a local mediation
program that contracts with OCA; and the person in charge of the Unified Court System’s ADR
programs. |

(2) June 10, 2003 Meeting - Hon. Gerard E. Maney (Albany County Family Court Judge and
Supervising Family Court Judge for the Third Judicial Dlstnct) made a presentation to the
Committee regarding the new Albany County Family Court Treatment Court.

(3) September 15, 2003 Meeting and Presentation - Followmg a brief meeting, the Committee,
together with the New York State Chapter of Kiwanis, made a presentation of children’s books to
the Albany and Rensselaer County Family Court Chﬂdren s Centers. In attendance were Chief
Judge Kaye, the Third Judicial District Administrative Judge, the Acting Coordinator of the
Permanent Judicial Commission on Justice for Children, various judges, support magistrates and
court personnel from throughout the Third Judicial District, as well as court administrators from
throughout the state. Also present were representatives of the Children’s Centers, bar association

presidents, law guardians and other attorneys and K1wan1s representatives, including the District
Govemor and Immediate Past Governor.

A similar presentation was made on August 16, 2003 dunng the course of the Kiwanis District
Convention in Suilivan County in the presence of almost 1,000 Kiwanians, as well as judges and
court administrators from Ulster and Sullivan Counties. .

In total, approximately 2,000 books were collected by Kiwanis and distributed to the 4 Family
Court Children’s Centers in the Third Judicial District through this joint initiative. The event

received excellent publicity in the Albany Times Union and in the NYS Jury Pool News (see
attached). ‘



(4) Membership - A description of the Committee was published in the Third Judicial District’s
Newsletter, “Rounding Third” (see attached), resulting in several new Committee members. In

addition, through outreach efforts, other individuals from the legal community and from within
the court system joined the Committee.

(5) Miscellaneous - The Committee is collaborating with the Capital District Women’s Bar
Association on a maternity leave survey and a local gender fairness survey.

Plans for Next Year

It is hoped that the increase in the committee membership will enable the committee to undertake
some initiatives that have been discussed for some time, such as drafiing a Mission Statement,

revising gender bias complaint forms, preparing an informational pamphiet for Family Court
litigants, preparing a domestic violence fact sheet for town and village Justices.

Most Important Difficulty Confronting Your Committee

Due to the large geographic area of the Judicial District, it has been difficult to coordinate many
activities,

Please attach copies of flyers or programs from events or written materials about your
committee.

Please return this form by March 1, 2004 to:

Jill Laurie Goodman, Counsel

NYS Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts
25 Beaver Sireet, Room 8§78

New York, New York 10004

or fax the form to 212-428-27793.
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GIFT OF BOOKS BINDING KIDS TO |
LITERACY

' g Troy Kiwanis Club donation helps supply court’s children's center

MICHELE MORGAN BOLTON Staff writer

The state's highest judge took a brief detour from an active Court of Appeals session Monday to

help.acknowledge a Kiwanis Club book donation at the Children's Center of Rensselaer County
Family Court.

| **Myheart is overflowing today,” sald Chief Judge Judith 8. Kaye, after working the rootn fall
of judges, court officers, advocates and Kiwanians as if each were a dear, old friend.

The book project was embraced by the national civic growp and the Third Judiciz] District's
Gender Fairness Comumittee, led by Supreme ottt Justice Lestie Stein.

Kiwenis Club members hiave collected and distributed more than 150,000 children's books over
the past two years, said District Governor Justin Underwood, who attended the gathering with
| his wife, Joanne: *“I'm glad some of them are coming (here.)"

Rensselaer County's children's center is run in conjunction with the Commission on Economic
Opportunity and provides a safe place for children to wait while their parents deal with issues
behind closed doors upstairs.

Everything is child-sized in the brightly decorated center in the Family Court complex
basement, including a pair of tables for projects.

Play kitchen appliancés stand near e double row of cubbies and colorful pictures and handmade
art creations decorate the walls,

A packed calendar by the door posts a variety of activities each day to keep things lively, in
particular, for those kids who malte regular visits,

"Ihexesjustnothmgbetwrthan an effort like this that provides such an important
educational resourxce,” Stein said.

Boxes that were balanced satop each ofther on a back-room table Monday held hundreds of titles
~ from numbered reference volumes to Little Golden Books about ducks.

**T've come to Rensselaer County Family Court for a celebration,” Kaye said. * ‘Butwe know
not every meeting of our litigants is an occasion for celebration.”

Faye's Permanent Judicial Commission on Justice for Childven has opened 32 such facilities
statewide over the past séven years. Ceuters served more than 53,000 children last year.

httos://www timesunion.com/archives/secure/dnCheckomt.asn™ IserName=klinen& Pacewnrd=K K YRSQ44&cn 2110900
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The first leg of Kaye's three-pronged initiative wasto nenwve chﬂdmn from dangerous
courthouse hallways. )

Second was to connect families with needed services — Iike Head Start, food stamps and the
Women and Infart Children food subsidy program, she said.

Thixd is the literacy component, something Kaye szid she found particularly exciting.

Every child gets to take home anewbookhbelodw:thhisorher own name, she said; * *Could
we give a more wonderful gift? .. 'lhmsawholenewdunenmon of what we can do in coum *

Rensselaer County Family Court Judge hndaGnﬂindlssolvedmtars with others, as the gift
was accepted, ‘

Griffin is e board member with Literacy Voiunteers of Greatu Rensselaer County and sajd her
two dearest avocations are children and books,

Youmn‘tpowib]yexpactmetoleavewﬂaadryeye, anﬁnsald smiling at her own
emotional reaction. **Judge (Catherine) Cholakis and I des] every day with people who aren't
litexate. .. Wegalnthewoﬂdwhenweteachthemtcread.

Sullivan County Family Coutt Support Magistrate Karen Imen said it was her husband's tdea,
two years ago, to start 2 book donetion program: forthelrfamﬂymrt center.

Then Stein agreed gathering books would be a good servieeprcnectﬁorthe court’s gender
comumittee, on which Linen, a 14-year Kiwanian, aJsoserves

**Now I can hear them when they leave saying, *Look Mom,i I gotthe Lorax,' " added Linen.
Keye encouraged everyone, fellowjudges included, to donaté books to the centers.

*“My youngest child just turned 35," she joked, beforeretummgtocourthlbany *I think
it's time to purge the library of favorites like ** Goodnight Moon.” RACTS: PROGRAM'S
PURFOSE The Permanent Judicial Commission onJusueefur Children has mdertaken three

initiatives: To remove children from dangerous courthouse halhvays,Tc conpect families with
needed sesvices;To promote literacy.

RENSSELAER TU

All Titmes Unfon materiats copyright 1996-2004, Capital Newspapers D‘Ivt“sfon of The Hearst Corporation, Albany, N.Y.

CONTACT US | HOW TO ADVERTISE | PRIVACY 1 FULLCOPYR GHT § CLASSROOM ENRICHMENT

Page 2 of 2

5. 2/10/2004



A NEW YORK STATE UNIFIED COURY SYSTEM PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHTING THE LATEST COURT INITIATIVES AND RELATED NEWS

Rochester Judge Explores Novel Trial Practices

The following articls, written by Monroe County Supreme Court Judge Joseph D. Valentino, appeared
inThe Morvoe Daily Record this past Septerber 1 1h Judge Viafentino is a member of The Jury Trial
Project, a statewide effort aimed at Improving the trial process for all participants.

Iso in this Issue
‘(’,_(—.?Hl ing the Legal Needs
fNY's Poor

Service
o Nassao Jurors L. 4

clebiating

doptive Families ... .

Special Gilt for Courzs”
oungiest Visitors

uzzle Fun

Celebrities Mary Alice, james Eorffones, Julia Stiles, Kristin Chenoweth and Jon Stewart at the Monhattan Supreme Court jury tribute this past November.

“If any of you has a question to ask a
witness or the court, please write the
question on paper and the court officer
will deliver the question to me, For legal
reasons, | must decide whether and how
the question may be asked and what
procedure to follow”

A very unfamiliar chargs to the jury, and
one that | had never uttered before
August 2003. | am a traditionalist and as
such, very slow to accept change,
especially in one of the most revered
traditions in our jurisprudence, the
jury trial,

-However, in May 2003 | was appointed
to the New York State Jury Trial Project. |
attended the organizational meeting for
judges and was presented with a list of
innovative jury trial practices for my
evaluation. Visiting judges from other
states who had experience using these
innovations suggested that these
procedures have improved jurors’
understanding of the trial process and
comprehension of the evidence and law.

I sat through the presentations and
discussions, shaking my head with a
great deal of skepticism, bolstered by

continued on poge &

Stellar Day for Jurors

1
1

THE SPOTLIGHT WAs ON NEw YORK
JURORS AS AN ALL-STAR CAST GATHERED
at the Manharttan Supreme Court jury
assembly room this past November to
discuss their recent jury experiences and
pay homage to the 600,000-plus citizens
statewide who each year show up at their
local courthouses, ready to do their civic
duty. :

Expressing her delight at the large

turnout of musicians, journalists, actors
and other luminaries, New York State

“Neither rain nor snow
nor tragedy nor blackout
stops New York’s jurors
from sewving.”
First Deputy Chief Administrative Judge
Ann Pfau told an audience of jurors,
judges, court officials and others that she

continues to be astonished by the
. dedication of jurors throtighout the state,
adding, “Neither rain nor snow nor
tragedy nor blackout stops New Yorks
jurors from serving.”

“I didn't realize the impact I could
have as a citizen,” declared Tony
award-winning actress-singer Kristin
Chenoweth. Addressing a group of high-
schoolers in the crowd, she added, “Two

continued on page 5



Giving the Gift of Literacy to Co

urts Youngest Visitors

IT MAY HAVE BEEN A BALMY SEPTEMBER
DAY, but it was looking a lot more like
Christmas inside the Rensselaer County
Family Courthouse as Kiwanis Club
New York District Governor Justin
Underwood and his wife, Joanne, a
former schoolteacher, arrived with a
very special delivery—2,000 brand-new
children’s books.

Donated by Kiwanis Club members
throughout New York, the books were
collected for distribution toyoungsters
of Family Court iitigants in Rensselaer,
Albany, Sullivan and Ulster counties. In
the past two years Kiwanis Club mem-
bers statewide have amassed and
disseminated some 150,000 books to
children in need.

"My heart is overflowing today.
This is the most special 20th-anniversary
gift,” said an emotional Chief Judge
Judith Kaye of the
generous donation,
alluding to the 20-
year anniversary of
her appointment to
New York's Court of
Appeals.

She told those
who crowded into the Rensselaer
courthouse for the heart-warming
presentation that the new books would
be distributed among the four Family
Courts’ children’s centers, part of a
statewide network of court facilities that

last year alone served over 53,000
youngsters.

The cheerful, cozy centers where
youngsters can read, ptay or work on art
and other projects as their parents
attend to court business were estab-
lished by the Permanent Judicial Com-

mission on Justice for Children, a coali- -

tion of child advocates, jurists, academics
and legislators dedicated to addressing
the needs of chiidren whose lives are
touched by the court system.

“Um agzne every child fa&}{g
bome a new book labeled with
£o5s or ber own name. Could we

give a more a:anaferﬁt[ _y.f/.? ”
- Ghief Fudge Judith Naye

. bedtime.Calfing on those in attendance

cotniies.

Promoting literacy via a cujrriculum
that incorporates storytelling, musical
and other activities, children’s cen-
ter staffers jalso link
youngsters and their
families to educational,
health and other vital
programs.

At one point during
the ceremor?y Judge
Kaye noted that many
court employees around the state have
donated books to the children’s centers,

enabling their young visitors to leave:

with a book to cuddle up| with at

to do the same, she added, T‘Imagfne
every child taking home a new book
iabeled with his or her own name. Could
we give a more wonderful gift?”
Sullivan County Family Court Support
Magistrate Karen Linen,a member of the
Third Judicial District Gender Fairness
Committee and a veteran Kiwanian, and
her husband, past lieutenant gdvernorof
their local Kiwanis Club, were thinking
along the same lines when they first
proposed the idea for a szams Club
book drive to benefit youngsfcers who

visit the children's centers,

“In my office in Sullivan County Family
Court we share a common lobby with
the children's center. | began to wonder
how we couid do something for the
youngsters when my husband suggest-
ed donating books to the center,"explains
M:s. Linen, adding that Supreme Court
Judge Leslie Stein,who chairs the Gender
Fairness Committee, turned the sugges-
tion into a service project for the group.

“Now | can hear the youngsters when
they leave saying, ‘Look mommy, i got
‘The Lorax," reports Ms. Linen happily.

Rensselaer County Family Court Judge
Linda Griffin, overcome by the Kiwanis
Clubmembers’ charity and commitment
toliteracy, said through tears,“tf there are
twothings that mean a great deal tome,
theyare literacy and children...We open
the world to children when we teach
themtoread” ¢

INTERESTED IN SHARING
YOUR JURY EXPERIENCE
WITH OUR READERS?

'd like to hear from you. We also

Questions, comments or suggestions about the jury system? Call 1-800-NY-JUROR, email us at nyjuror @coi.lrts.state.nyus
or write to Chief Judge Judith Kaye, Continuing Jury Reform, 25 Beaver Street, New York NY. 10004



Spring Into Fall?

Can it really be Novem-
ber?  It's truly hard to
believe we have gone from
awaiting the first blooming
lilac to planting hardy mums
in the biink of an eye. As
sad as it is to say goodbye
to the picnics, the barbe-
ques, the festivals end
fairs, autumn hos its own
special flavor that we wait
all year long to revisit, Like
those cool crisp mornings
that wake you up in a snap
and maoke the afternoon
sunshine feel fen ftimes
warmer, And how about
those weekends spent apple
picking and drinking hot
cider with donuts? I'm sure
all you football fans can't
wait for Sunday afternoons
to have a nice bow! of chili
in front of your big-screen
TV. I guess the point I'm
trying to make is, we live in
New York because it offers
us a taste of something
special all year long. Spring,
if we have one, is too short,
summer, if it doesn't rain all
the time, is.too short, fall,
if it doesn't snow early, is
too short, and winter, well,
maybe winter is a bit too
long. But we wouldn't have
it any other way, because

that's what living upstate is
all about, Se don't be sad
that summer is gone, be happy
it's only seven months away.
In the meantime, take advan-
tage of the turning leaves,
the tricks or freats, and all

_the pumpkin pie you can eats

The Team Roster

We have some changes to our district
office line up that you all should know
about. Here's the latest report:

Captain George Byrne - Moving up the
ranks as well as upstate, this Captain's pro-
motion brings him from Sullivan County Su-
preme Court. He now heads our growing
security staff from the 3rd District Office.

" Lauren Clemenzi - Promoted to Assistant

Court Analyst in the District Office's Court
Operations Unit, Lauren brings with her
many years of experience having warked in
both Troy City and Albany Family Courts.

Patricia Pettit - Former Chief Clerk of
Norwich City Court, Patricia comes 1o the
3rd as a Court Analyst in our Coury Opera-
tions Unit.

Making it Fit—Automation Tip 2

The Free Agent
Home Plate Favorites
Home and Turf

Spring Training
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Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Commitiee

The New York State Judicial Commit-
tez on Women in the Courts was created
in 1986 by then-Chief Judge Sol Wachtler
to implement the recommendations made
by the New York State Task Force on
Women in the Courts as a result of an
investigation by the Task Force into
whether the role of women in “the juris-
prudential scheme in the Empire State is
fair under olf circumstances. * Local Gen-
der Fairness Committees, such as the one
in the Third Judicial District, were also
formed throughout the State to help im-
plement these recommendations. The
Gender Fairness Committee is comprised
of judges, attorneys, non-judicial person-
nel and members of the public from
.throughout the district.

The current chair of the Third Judi-
cial District (the Committee} is Hon, Leglie
E. Stein. As part of its mandate, the Com-
mittee, as-well as each local gender fair-
ness committee within the district, ac-

‘0..'..!l....'l.......-..

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

cepts complaints from the general public,
including fawyers, litigants, jumré. court
watchers, members of the news| media,
and any others concerned about the freat-
ment of women and men in the courts.
These complaints might concern a practice
or procedure in a particular court|or sys-
tem-wide, a specific incident, or individu-
ais within the system, including court per-
sonnel. A complaint made to the commit-
tee is referred fo the District Adminis-
trative Office for appropriate | action.

The complaint is kept confidential, unless

disclosure is absolutely necessary, fand the
complainant may ask to remain anchymous.
The process if often informal and varies
with edch situation, L AR

In addition to receiving com‘rplaints,
the Committee invites individuals, from
both within and without the court :sys?em,
to make presentations on subjec’rf of in-
terest to the members. In the past, such
subjects have included domestic violence,

|
|

batterers intervention programs and dl-
ternative dispute resolution, among oth-
ers. The Committee also promotes and
supports programs and activities in the
community, as well as within the court
system, in arder fo increase awareness of
gender bios in the courts and further the
goal of gender fairness. Examples of Com-
mittee's octivities include advocacy for
the expansion of supervised visitation
programs and assistance with annual edu-
cation programs on domestic violence in
the workplace.

If you are interested in becoming
member of the Committee, please contact
Justice Leslie Stein by email ot

Istein@courts.state ny.us.

'Report of the New Yerk Task Force on Women in
the. Courts, reprinted in Fordham U, LT 1, 99 (1986-87).

Helping You Fit in with Make Tt Fit

Friday, December 12, 2003
Albany County Courthouse
Rotunda
5:00-8:30pm
$20 per person

Call Dawn at 518-487-5080 for
reservations by Dec 9th

The Free Agent

Our locker room has some extra equip-

SOCOEBLELILRNRGTNBRRIRNIANIS

Remember when you went to schooq‘ and the teacher told you to hand in a 10-page paper—how

you'd fuss with the margins and line spacing until it stretched out Yo ten peges? In the working world,
you also may have page limits. A judge ma‘jhf put a page limit on the length of a trial brief. Or, you
might have e document thet covers four pages with three short paragraphs on the fourth page. You

But a quicker way is to let WordPerfect make the changes to fit the page fimit, WordPerfect's Make
I Fit feature can quickly expand or shrink the decument te fit a certain number of pages.

Let's say you have a document that r-uns a little more than six pages and you'd like to reduce

. that to exactly six, Open your document, choose Format/Make It Fit from the menu bar. The Make
It Fit didlog box appears and allows you to select the number of pages to shrink or expand the docu-
ment to. By default, WordPerfect adjusts only the font size and line spacing, but it also allows you to
select by which means you wish it to make it fit such as adjust the margins. The thing to remember is
that a document can only be decreased or increased by 50 percent of its original size. So if we start
with 6 pages, we cannot make it bigger than'12 pages or smaller than 3.pages. If you choose Make It
Fit and don't like the results, simply click Edit/Undo from the menu bar. You can also use Make It Fit
for a selected area as opposed to the entire document. This can be accomplished by highlighting the

.
*
]
L]
.
[ ]
-
-
L]
L J
*
-
& 3 could adjust with the margins and the font size until all the text fits on a certain number «of pages.
-
L]
-
L]
L]
-
L ]
L]
L
L]
L]
*

ment in it that might be useful in the area desired and then choosing Format/Make It Fit from the menu bar. You will see that the Area To

field. Please contact Mickey Cleary at
518-445-8918 or email him at
mcleary@courts.state.ny.us if you
would like any of these items.

Item #1 Older Fax Machine

Item #2 Table
Ttem #3 Tan disc cabinet

| [IE |

Adjust now reads Selected Area. Select yojur options and click Make It Fit to get your results,

Now that you know about this feature, your documents will fit neatly on your preferred number
of pages. Have fun with it and never again worry about not fitting inl ’

Page 2



You are cordially invited to a complimentary
reception hosted by Unity House

IN RECOGNITION OF
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH
Goldberg Auditorium Bush Memorial Hall
Russell Sage Troy Campus
1st & Congress Streets, Troy, NY
Friday, October 17, 2003 from 4 -6 p.m.

Gues Speaker

Lundy Bancroft
Author of
WhyDoesHe Do That?& The Batterer As A Parent
R.S.V.P. By Oct. 10, 2003 to Karla Roll at 272-5917
(Parking Available on 1st Street and 1st & Fulton Streets)




THIRD JUDICTAT DISTRICT GENDER F MSS COMMITTEE

The New York State Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts was created in 1986 by then-
Chief Judge Sol Wachtler to implement the recommendations made by the New York State Task
Force on Women in the Courts as a result of an investigation by the Task Force into whether the
role of women in “the jurisprudential scheme in the Empn'e State is fair under all
circumstances”.! Local Gender Fairness Committees, such as the one in the Third Judicial
District, were also formed throughout the State to help implement these recommendations. The
Gender Faimess Committee is comprised of judges, attomeys, non-judicial personnel and
members of the public from throughout the District. 1

The current chair of the Third Judicial District Gender Fa;lrness Committee (the Committee) is
Hon. Leslic E. Stein. As part of its mandate, the Commlttee as well as each local gender fairness
committee within the District, accepts complaints from the general public, including lawyers,
litigants, jurors, court watchers, members of the news medla, and any others concemed about the
treatment of women and men in the courts. These complaints might concern a practice or
procedure in a particular court or system-wide, a specific incident, or individuals within the
system, including court personnel. A complaint made to tﬁ:e Committee is kept confidential,
unless disclosure is absolutely necessary, and the complalpant may ask to remain anonymous.
The process is informal and the role of the Committee vanes with each situation.

In addition to considering complaints, the Committee mwtcs individuals, from both within and
without the court system, fo make presentations on subjects of interest to the members. In the
past, such subjects have included domestic violence, battqrers intervention programs and
alternative dispute resolution, among others. The Committee also promotes and supports
programs and activities in the community, as well as within the court system, in order to increase
awareness of gender bias in the courts and further the goal of gender fairness. Examples of
Committee’s activities include advocacy for the expansion of supervised visitation programs and
assistance with annual educational programs on domestlc 'violence in the work place.

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Comrmttee, please contact Justice Stein by e-

mail at: Istein@courts.state.ny.us.

'Report of the New York Task Force on Women m the Courts, reprinted in Fordham
Urb.,L.J. 1, 99 (1986-87). :

(O .



Memorandum

To: Gender Fairness Committee Members
From: Hon. Leslie E. Stein
Date: February 2, 2004
Subject: Gender Fairness Committee Meeting
The Committee's next meeting is on Thursday, March
11, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. at the Legal Project Office. Directions
attached.
Our guest speaker will be Ellen Schell, Esq. She will
be speaking about sexual assault.
See you there!
swh
cc:  Hon. Thomas W. Keegan

David L. Sullivan

Alice M. Chapman

Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin
Jill Laurie Goodman
Gregory L. Murray
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Fourth Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee

Hon. Jo Anne Assini
Family Court Judge, Schenectady County
620 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12305

518-388-4305

Eileen Kassner, Esq.
Chambers of Hon. Vincent Reilly, Jr
Schenectady County Supreme Court

620 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12305

518-388-4322

Nicole Duve, Esq.
Court Attorney

Franklin County Courthouse
355 West Main Street
Malone, NY 12953

588-481-1732






LOCAL COMMITTEE REPORT 2003-2004

R
P

Name of the Committee: Fourth Judicial District Committee on Women in thde Courts

Name, Address, Telephone and Fax Numbers and E-mail Address of the Co-Chairs:

Eileen Kassner, Esq., Court Attorney, Schenectady County
620 State Street, Schenectady, New York 12305

518-388-4305 / Ekassner(@courts.state.ny.us

Nicole Duvé, Esq., Court Attorney, Franklin County
355 West Main Street, Malone, New York 12953
518-481-1732 / Nduve@courts.state.ny.us

Number of Members: 23

Composition of the Committee: 14 Judges, 3 Court Attorneys, 6 Attormeys at large.

What has been the most significant change for women, particularly those served by your
district or court, during the past twenty years?

Over the past twenty years there has been a significant increase in awareness, by both
those who work for and with the court system, as well as the general public, about issues
surrounding domestic violence. With this awareness has come an increase in services
designed to meet the specific needs of women and children faced with domestic violence.
Most, if not all, of the counties within our district now have active domestic violence task
forces designed to bring together judges, prosecutors and other attorneys, service

providers and advocacy groups on a regular basis to address the peculiar needs and issues
that arise in the context of family violence.

Additionally, over the past couple of years our district has made a concerted effort to
educate town and village justices about domestic violence issues and the use and
registration of orders of protection. As a result, now, more than ever before, victim
access to orders of protection have increased as these courts, which domestic violence
victims are most likely to encounter, take requests for orders of protection more seriously,
issue them earlier in the course of the proceedings and with greater regularity.

More recently, our district has begun to implement the model of the Integrated Domestic
Violence Court. The first such court in our district became operational in December 2003
and is a multi-jurisdictional court serving Clinton, Franklin and Essex Counties. Plans



committee, was a presentation by the Hon. Timothy J. Lawliss, Clinton County Family
Court Judge, on thé implementation of the district’s first Integrated Domestic Violence
Court. Judge Lawliss gave an overview of the goals and objectives of this family oriented
model and explained how cases would be identified and transferred from the local courts.

Schenectady County, October 29, 2003
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CASE GOES TO COURT

Spearheaded by the Hon. Jo Anne Assini, Schenectady County Family Court Judge, this
mock trial presentation drew upon the experiences of seasoned professionals within the
court system, the local bar, and community action agencies, to give andience members an
eye-opening, yet balanced view, of how cases involving domestic violence travel through
the court system. It also worked to raise awareness about the often complex issues that
atise when trying to mete out justice for offenders, assure safety for victims and serve the
needs of families in turmoil. Audience members, which included representatives from
safe houses, the YWCA, county probation and social services departments, attorneys and

law guardians, court personnel and high school students, were invited to participate as
jurors for the mock criminal prosecution.

Activities for Women’s History Month 2004:

St. Lawrence County, March 2004:

HISTORY IN THE MAKING
The Hon. Kathleen M. Rogers, St. Lawrence County Surrogate, will be visiting local
classrooms in St. Lawrence County to talk about her place in history, as the first female
judge elected, at the county level, in our district. Judge Rogers will be talking to students
about what it took to get there and how she has seen the legal profession change for
women over the course of her tenure on the bench.

Other Activities in the Past Year:

Franklin County, March 20, 2003

TODAY’S DECISIONS / TOMORROW’S SOCIETY
Designed to address areas of perceived need and to provide local town and village
Justices with another opportunity to obtain continuing judicial education credits, the Hon.
Robert G. Main, Jr., Franklin County Multi -Bench Judge, together with the Comlinks
Domestic Violence Intervention Program, the Franklin County Department of Probation
and the Rural Law Center of New York, Inc., put together a program covering justice
court appeals, orders of protection, sex offender registry and pre-sentence investigations.
Judge Main reviewed those circumstances where the issuance of an order of protection
should be considered, the appropriate way to complete the required forms and the
necessity of filing all orders of protection with the state registry. Additionally,
representatives from the Franklin County Probation Department covered pre-sentence



investigations, the necessity of ordering them under certain circumstances, and the
complicated sex offender registration process and forms.

Plans for Next Year:

Continue work with the local courts on issues affecting women by offering continuing judicial
education credits in conjunction with the Rural Law Center of New York.

Expand the “History in the Making” presentation to include more schools and to expose more
students to women role models in a variety of areas.

Most Important Difficulty Confronting Your Committee:

Our district, comprised of eleven northeastern counties, is the largest in the state, and is
comprised of a mostly rural, decentralized population. It is difficult to get commiftee members
from such a large area together on a regular basis and programming efforts in the more rural
areas seem to generate small return on the investment of time and resources.

A recently placed purchase order for additional video conferencing equipment, for all counties
within the district, may go a long way toward overcoming these barriers. In addition to being
able to bring committee members together we may also be able to use this equipment to
broadeast commitiee programs throughout the district at times and places convenient to our target
groups.
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\WWHAT HAPPENS WHEN A
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CASE GOES TO
COURT.....

YOU DECIDE

on October 29, 2003, a mock domestic violence trial
will be held at noon in Courtroom OnNe, schenectady
county Court, 612 State street, Schenectady, New York.

aAudience members will be selected as jurors and
the fate of the case will be in your hands.

come and learn how these cases are prosecuted

and experience, first-hand, how jurors make their
decisions. . |

Participants:

Honorable Jo Anne Assini, Schenectady Family Court

Carole Merrill-Mazurek, Schenectady YWCA Domestic Violence Coordinator
Martin Burke, Esq., Domestic Violence Prosecutor, Schenectady County
District Attorney’s Office '

Joseph Pugliese, Supervisor, Schenectady Depariment of Probation

Officer Anthony Holloway, New York State Office of Court Administration
Patricia L.R. Rodriguez, Esq., Attorney and Law Guardian ‘
Karen R. Crandall, Esq., Attorney and Law Guardian



Fifth Judicial District Committee

Hon. Deborah Karalunas
Supreme Court Justice
Hughes State Office Building -
333 East Washington Street
Syracuse, NY 13202

315-428-3256
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LOCAL COMMITTEES REPORTS 2003-2004

Name of the CommitteeFifth Judicial District Committee on Women in the Courts
Name, Address, Telephone and Fax Numbers and E-mail Address of the Chair

Hon. Deborah Karalunas, Supreme Court Justice, 8th Floor, Hughes State Office Bldg.
333 East Washington Street, Syracuse, New York 13202 Phone: (315) 428-3256
E-Mail: DKARALUN@courts.state.ny.us Fax: (315) 428-3250

No. Members 16 Composition of the Committee (judges, administrators, advocates, etc.)

3 Judges, 3 Confidential Law Assistants and 10 attorneys

New York State Courts Under Chief Judge Judith Kaye’s Leadership

What has been the most significant change for women, particularly those served by your district or
court, during the past twenty years? Please be as specific as possible and try to give concrete examples.

The number of women judges has increased from 1 in 1981 to 6 in 2004 (2 Supreme;

2 Family Court; 2 City Court) for the District. In addition, with the creation of

an Integrated Domestic Violence Part, there is now one judge-one family in many cases.

What is the most pressing or important remaining problem for women, particularly those served by
your district or court, that needs to be addressed by the New York State court system?




Local Committee Activities for the Past Year: Please include, if re

levant and possible, names of co-
Sponsors, size of the attendance and copies of any press.

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2003 (unless already reported).

Distribution of brochure for victims of domestic violence.

Activities for Women's History Month 2004

Other Activities in the Past Year We met and discussed issues of how to increase the

number of women judges. Currently there are only 5 women judges in the District.

Due to the political mature of the issue, no formal action was taken. Publicized

the work and mission of the Committee in various Bar Publications.

Plans for Next Year to be determined by the new chair.




Most Important Difficulty Confronting Your Comimittee

Please attach copies of flyers or programs from events or written materials about your committee.
Please return this form by March 1, 2004, to:

Jill Laurie Goodman, Counsel

NYS Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts

25 Beaver Street, Room 878

New York, New York 10004

or fax the form to 212-428-2793.
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Fifth Judicial District’s
Supplemental Report on Women in the Courts

1 was recently appointed to serve as a member and chair of the Fifth Judicial District’s
Committee on Women in the Courts. Prior to my election as a Supreme Court Judge in
November 2002, T was a partner in the litigation department of a large upstate law firm.

While in private practice, I served on various committees of the law firm including the hiring
committee, associate review committee and women’s issues committee. My observations about
the problems facing women in the court system arise primarily from my experiences in private
practice, not from my short tenure on the bench.

Women have made great strides in law over the past 20 years. The number of women in
law schools now equals or exceeds the number of men. Likewise, female law students do as
well (1f not better) scholastically than their male counterparts, and offers for “plum” legal jobs
are evenhandedly extended to men and women. Why, then, do we see so few women progressing
to positions of power and influence in their law firms, in government and on the bench? I
believe women are less successful in law because they are less likely to be mentored, less likely
to be given top assignments, less likely to be given access to good clients, less likely to receive
positive feedback and recognition, and more likely to be asked to participate in “soft” activities
(e.g., committees, functions, pro bono or other non-billable assignments, etc.) for which they
receive no real advancement “credit.” As a consequence, women in the law are less likely to be
promoted and are more likely to prematurely leave the field. It is the lack of progress and the
alarming rates of attrition that are the most pressing or important remaining problems for women
in the law.

While these concerns are, perhaps, best addressed in the private arena, the courts are in a
posttion to help. Among other things, the courts can:

. require judges and judicial employees to regularly participate in educational
programs addressing gender bias

. sponsor programs to encourage women to seek judicial positions

. balance fiduciary assignments between men and women

. in certain circumstances, schedule non-jury trials to accommodate part-time/flex-
time attorney schedules

. discourage the setting of arbitrary, artificial or unrealistic deadlines

’ promote policies encouraging freedom from gender bias

. recommend/recognize outstanding female attorneys for their accomplishments in
the courts

. publicly recognize attorneys who engage in significant pro bono legal work in the

courts
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Sixth Judicial District Committee

Hon. Mary Anne Lehmann
Binghamton City Court
| Governmental Plaza
Binghamton, New York 13901

607-772-7006
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LOCAL COMMITTEES REPORTS 2003-2004

Sixth Judicial District
Name of the Committee Gender Fairnesg Committee

Name, Address, Telephone and Fax Numbers and E-mail Address of the Chair

Hon. Mary Anne Lehmann, Binghamton City Court, 5th Floor, Citv Hall,

Binghamton, New York, 13901 (607)772-7006, (607)772-7041 (fax) (see attache:

card

No. Members ___ Composition of the Committee (judges, administrators, advocates, etc.)

see attached brochure

New York State Courts Under Chief Judge Judith Kaye’s Leadership

What has been the most significant change for women, particularly those served by your district or

court, during the past twenty years? Please be as specific as possible and try to give concrete examples.
In the Sixth Judicial District women have made significant advances.
Twenty years ago women accounted for only 10% of the Broome County Bar

Association, the most diverse in the District. There were no women
judges except in the Town and Village Courts. Today there are 4

full-time and 2 part-time female City Court Judges, 1 female Family
Court Judge, 1 female Family, County and Surrogate Judge and 1 female

Supreme Court Judge, who is also Administrative Judge for the District.
We also have 3 female Family Court Support Magistrates. This represents

18% of our judicial population. Twenty years ago, the figure was 0%.

Women are now an accepted part of the legal community, heading the
Bar Associations and chairing committees. Twenty years ago, this was
only a dream and, for us in the Sixth Judicial District, it is only the
beginning.

What is the most pressing or important remaining problem for women, particularly those served by
your district or court, that needs to be addressed by the New York State court system?

The most pressing problem for women in our District remains

domestic viclence, dealing with it appropriately and making the system

less complicated and confusing for the victim: integrated courts are

the first genuine step in addressing this. The Sixth District has

taken giant steps towards effectively dealing with this issue in 2003

and we hope to continue on this path.




Local Committee Activities for the Past Year: Please include,

if relevant and possible, names of co-
sponsors, size of the attendance and copies of any press.

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2003 (unless already reported).

S¢e_report sent December 9, 2003

Activities for Women's History Month 2004 _see attached flier

Other Activities in the Past Year see attached minutes of most recent meeting

Plans for Next Year _ more of the same progress

W onn |



Most Important Difficulty Confronting Your Committee

Please attach copies of flyers or programs from events or written materials about your committee.

Please return this form by March 1, 2004, to:

Jill Laurie Goodman, Counsel

NYS Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts
25 Beaver Street, Room 878

New York, New York 10004

or fax the form to 212-428-2793.
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Gender faimess comumittees were created
throughout New York State after the 1986
Report of a New York State Task Force on
Women in the Courts found that gender bias in
‘the Courts was a “pervasive problem”.

The primary mission of the Sixth Judicial
District Gender Fairness Committee is to
provide a forum for the informal resolution of
gender bias complaints from litigants, court
employees and members of the bar. The
Committee is emnpowered to receive and review
complaints and where necessary to refer
complaints to the appropriate forum for
resolution. The referrals are monitored to assure
that some action is taken. The Committee is
limited to accepting complaints involving
individuals who are part of the legal system, that
is, lawyers and New York Unified Court System
Judges and nonjudicial employees.

The Gender Faimess Committee will process
oral and written complaints, however,
anonymous complaints will not be processed.
Complaints may be submitted to any member of
the Committee. All complaints received by the
Gender Faimess Committee are considered to be
confidential. However there may be disclosure
to the Administrative Judge and or appropriate
reviewing or disciplinary body.

Members of the Gender Fairness Comumittee
also are available to provide information
regarding the rights and obligations of
attorneys, judges and court personnel. They
may also provide training and educational
materials as needed.

MEMBERS OF THE SIXTH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT GENDER .
FAIRNESS COMMITTEE:

Hon. Mary Anne Lehmann, Chair
Binghamton City Court

City Hall, Governmental Plaza
5% Floor

Binghamton, New York 13901
Phone; 607/772-7006

Christopher J. Esworthy, Deputy Chair
Comumissioner of Jurors

Broome County Courthouse

P.O. Box 1766

Binghamton, New York 13902-1766
Phone: 607/778-2159

Hon. Judith F. O’ Shea

Sixth Judicial District Administrative Office
State Oftice Building, Suite 1501

44 Hawley Street

Binghamton, New York 13901-4466
Phone: 607/721-8541

Hon. Michael V. Coccoma
Acting Supreme Court Justice
197 Main Street
Cooperstown, NY 13326
Phone: 607/547-4212

Kathryn Grant Madigan, Esq.
Levene, Gouldin & Thompson
P.O. Box F-1706
Bingharnton, New York 13902
Phone: 607/763-9200

Stephen Foulk, Esq.

Law Clerk to Justice Robert S. Rose
Supreme Couwrt Charmbers

P.O. Box 1766

Binghamton, New York 13902
Phoneé: 607/778-2473

Emy L. Franz, Esq.

Tioga Family Court Hearing Examiner
P.O.Box 10

Owego, New York 13827

Phone: 6(0r7/687-0467

Gloria Chandler
Chtef Clerk IIIlY Commissioner of Jurors
Otsego Supreme & County

. 197 Main Street

Cooperstown, New York 13326
Phone: 607/547-4364

Angela Jones

- Senior Office Assistant

Norwich City Court

45 South Broad Street
Norwich, New York 13815
Phone: 607/334-1224

FOR FORMAL DISCRIMINATORY

‘COMPLAINTS CONTACT:

Desiree Kim

Special Inspector General for Bias Matters
25 Beaver Street - 11® Floor

New York, NY 10004

Phone: 212/428-2125

|
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Minutes of Joint Meeting
Gender Fairness Committee/Anti-Discrimination Panel
October 10, 2003
Binghamton, New York

Present:

Oon Behalf of Gender Fairness Committee:

Hon. Mary Anne Lehmann, Chair

Christopher J. Esworthy, Deputy Chair
Emy L. Franz, Hearing Examiner
Kathryn Grant Madigan, Esqg.

On Behalf of Anti-Discrimination Panel:

Hon. W. Howard Sullivan, Chair
Marianna Tumpek

Sonya Korducavich

Patricia Bradley-Jackson

John Kelleher, Hearing Officer

On Behalf of District Office:

Donna J. Srnka

Meeting Convened:

The meeting convened at the State Office Building at
12:00 p.m.

1. A welcome was extended to both the Gender Fairness

Committee members and the Anti-Discrimination Panel
members.

2. A report was given of the annual meeting in New York
City by Deputy Chair of the Gender Fairness Committee,
Christopher J. Esworthy. He summarized the activities
of the various Gender Fairness Committees throughout
the state. The meeting in New York City was held on
April 30, 2003. A written summary was provided to all

of the members and a discussion was had regarding
possible new projects.



Minutes of Joint Gender Fairness. Committee/
Anti-Discrimination Panel Meeting, 10/10/03 py. 2

0ld Business:

None discussed.

New Business:

1.

There were no complaints made to the Gender Fairness
Committee,

It was discussed that the brochure for the Gender
Fairness Committee needed to be updated. That has taken
place as of December 1, 2003.

Discussion of possibility of teaming up with the YWCa,
the Indian Hills Girl Scouts Council, the Youth Bureau,
Binghamton High School and/or Gannette News for various
projects ranging from teen sexual abuse to youth at risk
programs. Christopher J. Esworthy, Deputy Chair, and
Kathryn Grant Madigan, Esqg. volunteered to contact some

of the agencies listed above to determine their
interest.

Judge Lehmann delivered a report on the Domestic

Violence Court which launched its operation October 7,
2003.

There was a discussion about Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. Districtwide activities were to be forwarded to
Judge Lehmann or Susan Leonardos of the District Office.
Those have been gathered together and a report has been
made as of December 12, 2003 to the statewide committee
chaired by the Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin. The Bench
Book for magistrates was published and distributed in
the month of October.

Donna J. Srnka agreed to look into resources that might
be available to the District Office to pursue projects
and promote the Gender Fairness Committee.

Meeting Adjourned:

The meeting concluded at approximately 1:30 p.m.

Tu |



Gender Bias/Gender Fairness Committee Meeting on April 30,
2003

Frequency of meetings- the more the better, also good idea to expand the size of the
committee in order to accomplish more projects.

Local Committee Activities

Queens County did a program on Elder Abuse (signs to look for), dating violence, and teen
sex abuse. It was a preventive program and proactive.

Suffolk County - being involved in a specific project.

4™ District- Having woman in the community who are role models. (Audience of girls 12-
18, JD’s, Pins, etc.) Reached out to woman in the community to be a mentor for a day.

Empower the Youths- Bring together female authors for a day to have a book signing.

9TH District - Essay contest to all the schools in the District.
They received financial contributions from the Bar. They gave a breakfast for the
winners, parents, and school representatives.

The topic was: “What should woman’s role be in war and conflict”. There were two

categories: Freshman/Sophomore and Junior/Senior. First prize was $500, 2%, 3%, and 4%
prize was $250.

Kings County - Take your children to work day
Two Programs 7-8 year olds, and 9-17 year olds, sent name tags with Honorable and
name. Bring your child to work day tee shirts. Also did a mock trial of the Three Little

Pigs. They also dressed up in costumes. The judge stressed the important role of being
jurors.

6"¥ District - Binghamton City Court is on schedule to opening the Domestic Violence Court
which is scheduled to open in August or September.

The Inter - Agency Planning committee of the Family Violence Prevention Counéil is
working in conjunction with the courts to develop a Domestic Violence Bench Book
for use by all the judges and magistrates throughout the county and the Sixth District.



Binghamton City Court is conducting a Study of Domestic Violence Incident Reports
to determine how many actually result in arrest and how many are filed in city Court as
well as Family Court. This report is still in progress.

A discussion on sexual harassment regarding issues of confidentiality. We have to make it

clear on who should they contact. We also need to have the information available to refer the
employee.

Model Programs:
Breast Cancer Awareness.
Bench Book.
- Meonthly class in the courtrooms to educate people on court issues.
Children centers and what resources are needed.
Sessions for woman who want to become Judges.
Program for woman offenders. What is available for those that are incarcerated and
those that are not. Involve Probation, Sheriff, and Domestic Violence Task Force.

Reach out and let people know our community exists!!!

Panel discussion on Immigrant Domestic Violence Victims and State Courts

Guest speaker on Criminal Law & Immigration: Sandra Bryan reviewed the immigration law
for woman. What the impact of deportation on a person might have.

Jill Goodman spoke about the problems that arise in court proceedings for Domestic Violence
Victims. One major problem is that the interpreter may not translate a vivid description of the
domestic violence. Another is that the interpreter may give advice to the victim.

Sandra Bryan of Court Interpreting Services for OCA stated that all our interpreters are
trained very well. The concern lies with the free lance or per diem interpreters, where they
water down testimony, give advice, or tell the victim they are wrong for reporting the
domestic violence.

Make sure everyone has the State Domestic Violence Number (1-800-942-6906) and that
Brooklyn Family court is a model court on handling domestic violence issues.

Judge Lippman thanked all the commitiee people for their hard work and the progress that has

been made. He also announced that bill 18B had passed providing $75 for assigned council in
felony cases and $60 for inisdemeanor cases.

Bl I1n |



BINGHAMTON CITY COURT

JounN T. HiLLIS GOVERNMENTAL PLAZA KAREN A, AMBROZIK
MARY ANNE LEHMANN 38 HAWLEY STREET CHIEF CLERK
ROBRERT C. MURPHY BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK, 13901

TELEPHONE (607)772-7006 SHERRY L. BAKER
CiTY COURT JUDGES . FaX (607)772-7041 DEPUTY CHIEF CLERK

December 9, 2003

Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin

Chair, NYS Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts
25 Beaver Street, Room 878

New York, New York, 10004

and

Jill Laurie Goodman

Counsel, NYS Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts
25 Beaver Street, Room 878

New York, New York, 10004

Re: Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Dear Judge Ellerin and Counsel Goodman:

I am pleased to report that the Sixth Judicial District has
had the most active Domestic Violence Awareness Month in its
history. The following is a report of some of the activities of
our District. It is by no means all inclusive.

1. Domestic Violence Court opens in the
City of Binghamton. (After a year of
planning and preparation, the Domestic
Violence Court was launched in October
to coincide with the completion of
renovations in Binghamton City Court.)
The first session of Domestic Violence
Court was conducted on Qctober 7th and
the second session was conducted
October 28. We anticipate that the
court will meet every two weeks to
review Domestic Violence cases, to
monitor the defendant's compliance with
Orders of Protection and the surrender
of firearms and any pre-trial conditions
which the court has imposed. The session
on the 28th began with a calendar call of
all of the cases followed by a non-jury
trial and then sentencings. In attendance
was a class from Broome-Tioga BOCES of
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highschool. students observing the court
session and, after the court session,
members of the team, including the District
Attorney's Qffice, the Publiic Defender's
Office, the S80S Shelter and the Crime
Victims Assistance Center, as well as court
personnel, had an opportunity to speak
about the importance of Domestic Violence
Court. The opening of Domestic Violence
Court was carried on the local TV stations
in conjunction with the opening of the new
court facility.

2. The Inter-Agency Subcommittee of the Family
Violence Prevention Council published a
"Domestic Violence Bench Book" for Broome
County in October and distributed the same
to all of the magistrates in the county
who handle any criminal matters. The
launch of the book was announced at the
Sixth Judicial District Judges' Meeting and
a number of those judges also requested a
copy of the Bench Book which included a
resource list and an outline describing a
judge's duties in regard to firearms and
Temporary Orders of Protection. A copy
of the Broome County Domestic violence
Bench Book for Local Criminal Courts is
enclosed.

3. The Family Violence Prevention Council
engaged in a project to solicit from
various businesses and gervice
organizations the funds to buy digital
cameras and equipment specifically for
use in domestic violence cases to enhance
the prosecution's ability to go forward
with an evidence based prosecution. The
letter was sent out in conjunction with
a program that has been prepared utilizing
members of the Council and a member of the
Police Department to describe their need
for this equipment and to educate the
public in regard to the cases.

4. County Executive Jeffrey Kraham declared
October "Domestic Violence Awareness
Month" and issued a Proclamation, a copy
of which is enclosed. The issuing of the
Proclamation was done at a press conference
by the County Executive at which a number
of agencies involved in domestic violence
issues were in attendance and it was

[ N



[

Re:

Domestic Violence Awareness Month Pg.

televised on the major stations throughout
the county.

The YWCZ, in conjunction with the SO0S
Shelter, launched its "Week Without
Violence" which culminated in a "Public
Policy Breakfast" on October 15, 2003.
The guest speakers were the Hon. Mary
Rita Connerton who discussed efforts

in Broome County Family Court to launch
both a Drug Court Section and a Domestic
Violence Section; and Pat Ericksen, from
the S80S Shelter, who discussed her
agency's work in providing shelter for
the victims of domestic violence and
their children. A ceremony was held

and a copy of the agenda for the "Week
Without Violence" is attached. On
October 20th, a candlelight wvigil was
held at Confluence Park to draw attention
to the issues of domestic violence. On
October 25th, in the Oakdale Mall in
Johnson City, members of the SOS Shelter,
YWCA, the Family Violence Prevention
Council, Crime Victims Assistance Center
and the various agencies involved in
domestic violence work had booths for
information available to the public.

Plans are underway to launch a Domestic
violence Court in Family Court, the

Hon. Spero Pines to be presiding. By
thig time next yvear we hope to report
t+hat Broome County is one of the few
counties in Upstate New York to have
both a Criminal and Family Court Section
of Domestic Violence Court in operation.

On October 7th, "Advanced Training in
Interventions in Domestic Violence:
Children Who Witness and Men Who Batter"
was presented by the Family Violence
Prevention Council. Guest speakers
included Betsy McAlister Groves,
I,.I.C.S.W., the Founding Director ot

the Child Witness to Violence Project

at Boston Medical Center and Assistant
Professor of Pediatrics at Boston
University School of Medicine, as well

as Fernando Mederos, Ed.D. and author of
Men Who Batter, an independent consultant,
trainer and public speaker on intervention
with men who are physically abusive. A
copy of the materials is enclosed.
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8. The Tioga County Community Response
Network with the New York State Office
for the Prevention of Domestic Violence,
is sponsoring an all-day program,
"Investigations for the Prevention of
Family Violence." A copy of the flier
announcing the program is enclosed.

8. The undersigned gave a talk on Domestic
Violence Court to the Triple Cities
Business & Professional Women's
Organization. A copy of the "New York
Courts Community Outreach Initiative"
page is enclosed.

10. The Southern Tier Center for Compassionate
Communication held a workshop on November
15th which was announced at the YWCA Public
Policy Breakfast dealing with the issue of
abusive language. The presentation was
made by clinical psychologist, Marshall
Rosenberg, Ph.D., discussing the need to
effectively communicate in a compassionate
mannexr. A copy of the flier is enclosed.

11. The Diocese of Syracuse, operating in
Broome County, Cortland County, Chenango
County, Onondaga County, Oneida County,
Oswego County and Madison County, launched
a brochure describing "Ruth Ministry", which
is developing a program for the parish
family to respond to domestic violence in
their own individual communities. A copy
of their brochure is enclosed.

12. The SOS Shelter took a step beyond the
"Clothesline Project," which displayed
tee shirts that had been decorated by
victime of domestic vieolence and
displayed at the courthouse, and made
commercial jewelry to be sold to benefit
the S0S Shelter, *“Bearing Witness to
Violence Against Women," the "Clothesline
Pin" inspired by the "Clothesline Project.®
An example of the jewelry is enclosed as
well as the card attached explaining the
project. It was an effective fund-raiser.

13. The Integrated Domestic Violence Court
of Tompkins County presented a "Community
Domestic Violence Training" on Friday,
October 31, 2003. It included two
substantive components: I. "Victim
Safety & Offender Accountability" and

[
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TI. "Children and Domestic Violence."
The session lasted from 12:30 p.m.

until 2:30 p.m. in Ithaca, New York and
was sponsored by The Integrated Domestic
Violence Court of Tompkins County. A
copy of their flier is enclosed.

14. New Hope Center in Owego, New York held
a vigil Thursday, October léth, which
was publicized in the Binghamton Press
& Sun-Bulletin. It was conducted from
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on the Tioga
County Courthouse lawn. Speakers
included Tioga County District Attorney
Gerald Keene. A copy of the article in
the paper is enclosed.

In closing, I know that other projects were conducted
throughout the ten counties of the gixth Judicial District, I am
pleased to say that they are almost too numerous to name. The
Sixth Judicial District continues to make substantial progress in
this area. We hope that by next year we will be able to report
that Broome County Family Court has an active Domestic Violence
Part, if not an integrated court in segsion. It is our sincere
hope that these efforts continue to heighten awareness in our
District and provide a better level of safety for our citizens.

MAL/dn
cc: Honm. Judith F. O'Shea
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SOS Shelter, Inc.

PO. Box 393

Endicott, New York 13761
Offices: (607) 748-7453

email: SOSShelter@stny.rr.com

September 29, 2003

OCTOBER 2003

NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

Oct. 1, 9am-5pm

Oct. 7, 8:30am-4pm

Oct. 6, 7-9pm

Oct. 10 9am-noon

Oct. 19

Oct. 20, 5:30pm

@ A United Way Member Agency

BROOME COUNTY ACTIVITIES

SOS Shelter Inc. information table at the Oakdale Mall
Center Court

Family Violence Prevention Council conference on
Advanced Training in Interventions in Domestic Violence
at the Heritage Country Club,

sponsored by SOS Shelter, Inc.,

Crime Victim’s Assistance Center, Broome County Dept.
Social Services, Family and Children’s Society, Family
Enrichment Network and Broome County Gang Prevention
Programs/BBA ' '

Heritage CC., Special evening presentation

Nationally known presenters Betsy McAllister Groves,
Director of the Child Witness to Violence Programs and
Fernando Mederos, Independent Consultant on intervening
with abusive men. ‘

SOS Shelter staff will provide:
Training for Head Start staff on domestic violence and the
alcohol and drug connection.

Week Without Violence starts

Candlelight Vigil at Confluence Park, Binghamton
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Oct. 22, 8am

Oct. 25, 9am-5pm

For further information call:

SOS Shelter

YWCA Alice Mills Award Breakfast at Binghamton Club.
Speakers will be the Honorable Rita Connerton, Broome
County Family Court Judge and Dr. Patricia Ericksen,
Executive Director, SOS Shelter.

Oakdale Mall, SOS Shelter, Inc., volunteer information
day. “Hours for Ours”. '

748-7453

Family Violence Prevention Council 778-2153

YWCA

772-0340
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YWCA Board of Directors

Amy Vredenburgh-Simon, Chair
Kathy Willis, Vice-Charr

Helen Rosplock, Secretary

Towhee Veronesit-Shupka, Treasurer

Kimberly 5. Buckner
Sarah Campbell
Adele Everett
Darlene Hartrmann
Maureen Konchar
Martha Lankford
Donna Lupardo
Kim Merithew
Mary Raymondi
Mary Rezeski
Andrea Starzak
Sherrie Willard

With great appreciation, the YWCA would like to thank our
speakers for their time and commitment, as well as the SOS
Shelter, United Way of Broome County, Inc., and all the
volunteers and staff who make the "Week Without Violence"
a successful annual event.

YWCA of Binghamton/Broome County
80 Hawley Street, Binghamton, NY 13901
607-772-0340

Program

YWCA Public Policy Breakfast
§:00-9:30 am-

Welcome
Carole Coppens, Executive Director, YWCA

Opening Remarks
Amy Vredenburgh-Simon, Chair, YWCA Board

Presentation of Alice Mills Community
Service Award to Vivian Blowers
Donna Lupardo, Member, YWCA Board

Guest Speakers:
Hon. Rita Connerton,
Broome County Family Court Judge

Patricia Ericksen,
Executive Director, SOS Shelter

Closing Remarks
Maureen Konchar, Member, YWCA Board
Chair, Policy and Planning Commilttee

[
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PLEASE RESERVE YOUR TICKET BY OCTORER 15th. MAIL OR CALL 7720340
Name:

Individuad # ol uckets # of tables:  Totlenclosed: $ e

"Organization:
Address:

Phone: Ernail;

Mail to: YWCA of Binghamton/Broome County. R Hawley Street, Binghamton, N¥ 13961
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The Integratecl Domestic Violen_ce Court of Tomplzins County

presents a

COMMUNITY DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
TRAINING

in acknowledgment of National Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

Friday, October 31, 2003
| 12:30 - 2:30 pm
Human Services Building, 320 W. State. Street, 1¥ Floor Conference Room.

The training will include a brief informational piece on the Integrated Domestic
Violence Court and twa substantive components:

I. Vietim Safety & Offender Accountability: This session will focus on. (1) establishing safety
for victims of DV, factors impacting safety and how the court process can influence safety for
families at risk of DV, and (2) discussing offender accountability and healthy relationships as
well as providing information about The DOORS program’s goals in relation to IDVC,
Presented by Heather Campbe”, The Advocacy Center and Jason Stark, Tomp]efns County Mental
Health Clinic & DOORS.

1L Children and Domestic Vielenge: This session will examine the impact of DV on children
and teens, how abusers” actions affect chi]dren, gtrategies for supporting children who have
witnessed violence, local resources for intervention and integrating children’'s exposure to DV
inte IDVC. Presented by Keli Pia-Miller, DV & Youth Counselor at The Advocacy Center and
Heather Campbell, The Advocacy Center. :

Complimentary light snacks and refreshments to be provided.

PLEASE RSVP & for more information, conzact:.

Kavita Pawria, 272-0466 Sue Robinson
Integrated DV Court Legal Fellow Tompkins Cty. DV Prevention Coordinator

kpawria@courts.state.ny.us srobinson@tompkins-co.0rg
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‘Fire station
“closed Sunday
The Northside Fire Sta-

tion on Odell Avenue
remained closed Sunday.

expected it to he open
today, barring any firefight-
ers calling in sick.

The station has been
closed since Saturday
because a firefighter called
* in sick, ‘bringing the number

.'ofworkers on duty down to |

six. Department regulations

requn’e a minimum- of SGVC!E :

firefighters to work a shift
to keep both village fire sia-
tions-open.

GWEGB

for Thursday

.A New Hope Center,-

nga Countv s domestic vio- .

lence-and rape crisis center;

: 2l
- 6to 8 p.m. I’hursday on:
the Tioga County Court-
- house lawn.: The courthouse
is on Court Street in-down-
town Owego.
There will:be guest speak-

. ers, food and music. Tioga

- County District Attorgey

Gerald Keene will speak and -

-survivors of domestic abuse
- will share their stories.

" Formore mformauon call

“Francis Bialy at 687- 6179 o
Sue Nichals at 687-6887.

" — Kara M. Conners :

TI06A SOUNTY
- Scouts plan

— Rion A. Scott

- will Holda candlehght vigitin®

B3

By ALEXIS GRANT_

t\ibany Burean

ALBANY Deeipite a: state faw

guaranteemg health coverage for
i emergency ‘care, some insurers still
Capt. Bill Kenville said he unposeconditlousangettmgcateatid
: i one reqmres customers to get per-
i mission before going toan emergency-
i room, accordmg, to.a qtucly released‘-; ]
today.

Asurvey of 22 héa!thmamtenance_ -
oroamzauons {ound 45 percem. .

_sity’of Rothest

: erstobove 3 _e'rgém;vcéiea

"‘hers agreeci not to 1
names in tha, study

‘biem, accordmg 758 the
0. dactors atithe Univer-,-
er Mechcal C cnter

y {equ;ym
Iemergenc
"othe

. ¥Thése

cend ucted 1He 'siudy
s to evaltate. compli~_
996 1aw requirmg‘msur—_

of Faith durin
;_;the Endlcott church 8 Blamomi Jubﬂee Observance 8 a?5ih anmversa
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THE NEWS AT SIX Vol. 11 No. 9, September, 2003

NEW YORK COURTS COMMUNITY OUTREACH
INITIATIVE

# Chemung County

Chemung County Family Court Judge David M. Brockway joined 6th District Judges Vincent Sgueglia
(Tioga), M. John Sherman (Tompkins), W. Howard Sullivan (Chenango) and Carl F. Becker (Delaware) in
attending the "Sharing Success" seminar in Albany September 9th and 10th. The seminar brought Social
Services, Court and other personnel together to review and work on instituting new approaches to
bringing permanency for children.

Judge Brockway was part of a panel presentation for the staff of the Chemung ARC, which presented a day
long conference regarding "dual diagnosis" ix}dividuals. He discussed ways in which both mental iliness &
developmenta! disabilities can impact decisions on the many types of cases dealt with by the family court
system. :

Broome County

Talk on DV Court Given To The Triple Cities Business & Professional Women's

' Organization '
On September 10th, Judge Mary Anne Lehmann of Binghamton City Court spoke at a dinner meeting of
the Triple Cities Business & Professional Women's Organization. Judge Lehmann provided those in
attendance with an outline of City Court's many functions including an appendix with the current City
Court forms. The majority of the talk, and the questions following, concerned the new Domestic Violence
Court being piloted in Binghamton City Court. Binghamton City Court was selected a year ago in June to
train for, and commence, a Domestic Violence Part. Since that time, the team including victim's .
organizations such as Crime Victim's Assistance Center and the SOS Shelter and Defendants' groups such
as the Public Defender's Office and the Family and Children's Society Batterer's Intervention Program
have beén training in preparation for the opening of the Court in October, fittingly Domestic Violence
Awareness Month. The goal of the Court is twofold: 1) to ensure the safety of the victim's of Domestic
Violence & 2) to increase the accountability of the offender through judicial monitoring.

HOME

10/27/2003 11:14 AM



Southern Tier Center For
Compassionate Communication

Families, Cules and Communication
with

Duke Duchscherer
Certified Trainer of Nonviolent Communication

Compassionate Communication, also known as Nonviolent Communication (NVC), is based on the
work of clinical psychologist, Marshall Rosenberg, Ph.D., which enables people to express what
they are feeling and needing more-effectively in a compassionate manner. Duke Duchscherer has

spent 4 years training and teaching NVC, inciuding one year traveling and training with Marshail
Rosenberg.

“Marshall Rosenberg piovides us with the most effective tools to foster health and relationships.
Nonviolent communication connects soul fo soul creating a lot of healing.”
- Deepak Chopra, author of Ageless Body, Timeless Mind

“Nonviolent Communication is a powerful tool for peace and partnership it shows us how fo listen
empathically and also communicate our authentic feelings and needs.

- Riane Eisler, author of The Chalice and the Blade, Tomorrow’s Children -

“You will learn simple tools fo defuse arguments and create compassionate connections with your
family, friends, and other acquaintances.”

- John Gray, Ph.D. author of Men are From Mars, Women are from Venus

Location: Tabernacle United Methodist Church, 83 Main St. Binghamton
When: Saturday, November 15", 2003
Registration Time: 8:30 am — 9:00 am, Workshop: 9:00 am — 4:30 pm
Requested Contribution (including lunch): $40-$60

(No one is denied admission for lack of funds.)
Visit our website: www.stcompassionatecommunication.org

STCCC IS A NON-FOR PROFIT ORGANIZATION ASSOCIATED WITH BINGHAMTON
UNIVERSITY. FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT VERNE DE BOURG AT (607) 798-7376
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BINGHAMTON CITY COURT

JOHN T. HILLIS GOVERNMENTAL PLAZA KAREN A. AMBROZIK
MARY ANNE LEHMANN . 38 HAWLEY STREET CHIEF CLERK
ROBERT C. MURFHY BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK, (3901

TELEPHORE (607)772-7006 SHERRY L. BAKER
CITY COURT JUDGES Fax (60T)772-7041 DEPUTY CHIEF CLERK

October 29, 2003

Hon. Judith F. Q'Shea
Administrative Judge

Sixth Judicial District

State Office Building, Suite 1501
44 Hawley Street

Binghamton, New York, 13901-4466

Dear Judge O'Shea:

It is with great pleasure that I present to you a copy of
the Broome County Domestic Violence Bench Book for Local Criminal
Courts. This book is the culmination of several months of work
by the Inter-Agency Planning Committee of the Family Violence
Prevention Council. 1In addition to the undersigned, the
following people worked diligently on this manual. They include:

Joann Rose Parry, Chief Assistant District
Attorney from the Broome County District
Attorney's Office

Hon. Gregory A. Gates, President of the
Magistrates Association and Justice in the
Town of Dickinson

Rita Belk, Attorney with the S0S Shelter

Tracy Liguori, Crime Victims Advocate with the
Crime Victims Assistance Center

Sgt. Karen A. Hendershott, New York State Police

Heather Gow, Coordinator for the Family Violence
Prevention Council

Susan Taft, Acting Coordinator for the Family
Violence Prevention Council

The Bench Book is being distributed to all of the
Magistrates free of cost on November 5th at the Broome County
Magistrates Association meeting located at the Spot Restaurant on
Upper Front Street in Binghamton, New York. A social hour will
begin at 6:00 p.m., dinner will be at 6:30 p.m. and a program
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will be presented by Dennis McCabe, Assistant Attorney General,
who is the Chair of the Family Violence Prevention Council.
These Bench Books will be distributed at that time. Most of the
Inter-Agency Planning Committee will be in attendance and we
would be delighted to have you attend as an honored guest.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the flier announcing the
meeting with the Bench Book. We continue in this community to
take strong steps towards the prevention of domestic violence and
we believe that the Bench Book will be a strong tool in that
regard.

As always, we thank you for your continued support of all of
the efforts made in this direction.

MAL/dn
enc.
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Hon. Donald “Dutch” Magill

Secretary/Treasurer
2284 Farm to Market Road, Johnson City, NY 13790 Home: (607) 754-9219 Fax: (607) 754-4156

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT
November 5, 2003

§ W
ar & Location: Spot Restaurant
858 & Front Street, Binghamton, NY
=8 Cocktails: 6:00 PM
£8 Dinner Time: 6:30 PM

Program to follow Dinner

Program: Dennis McCabe, Asst. Attorney General

Our speaker will be Dennis McCabe, Assistant Attorney General for the State of New York
in charge of the Binghamton Office. Dennis will speak not only on matters involving the
Attorney General’s Office, but he will also distribute the Bench Books that have been
prepared for our use as local Criminal Court Judges in dealing with issues of domestic
violence. The Bench Books have been prepared by the Interagency Planning Committee of
the Family Violence Prevention Council, and they are completely free to all magistrates.
They contain a wealth of information on domestic violence issues including resources for
expert contacts, assistance to all Judges in preparation and filing of Orders of Protection and
similar matters. This should be a fascinating meeting covering a wide variety of topics.

The meeting will also include the report from the Nominating Committee.
Please make reservations by November 3rd with:

Pat or Dutch Magill
754-9219 or e-mail to Dutch744@aol.com

T
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Tuesday, October 7

8:30 — 9:00 Registration Betsy McAlister Groves, LICSW

9:00 ~12:00 ~ Children Who Witness Founder and Director, Child Witness to Violence Project

Domestic Violence: <
) Boston Med Cc
Betsy McAlister Groves SNtor MadicaliCenter

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch

Ms. Groves is the founding director of the Child Witness to Violence Project at Boston Medical Center,
and assistant professor of Pediatrics at Boston University School of Medicine. She is the recipient of a
fellowship from the Open Society Institute and is currently on leave at the Kennedy School of
Government at Harvard University. Publications include articles in the Journal of the American Medical
Association, Pediatrics, Harvard Mental Health Letter, and Topics in Early Childhood Special Education.
She is a member of the Massachusetts Governor’s Commission on Domestic Violence and has served
as a consultant to the Massachusetts Department of Social Services, the Massachusetts Judicial
Institute, and Family Communications, Inc. (producers of Mister Roger's Neighborhood). Ms Groves
received her Masters in social work from the Boston University School of Social work and her
undergraduate degree from the College of William and Mary.

1:00 — 4:.00 Men Who Batter:
Fernando Mederos
«Who are these men?
.How can we engage them?
« What shouldn't we do?

Alternatively:

1:00 - 4:00 Assessing and Treating
Children Who Witness
Domestic Violence:
Betsy McAlister Groves

Fernando Mederos, EdD

Independent Consultant, Trainer, Speaker

Dr. Mederos is an independent consultant, trainer, and public speaker on intervening with physically
abusive men and battered women and their children, including culturally appropriate programming.
His specialties are: problem-solving, consultation to develop effective institutional responses to
domestic violence in the criminal justice, child protection and mental health systems; culturally
competent programming in institutional responses to domestic violence: facilitation of multi-agency task
forces to develop collaborative systemic responses to domestic violence; and curriculum development
for intervention programs for physically abusive men. He is a national trainer for the Duluth Domestic
Abuse Intervention Project, the Battered Women's Justice Project in Minneapolis, and the National
District Attorney’s Advocacy Association in Columbia, South Carolina; and a technical assistance
provider for the US Dept. of Justice, Violence Against Women Office on projects focused on
coordinated community responses to domestic violence. He has published several works including:
Domestic Violence and Probation: Effective and Safe Intervention (1995); Battering and Conjoint
Therapy: Guidelines to Assessment, Exclusionary Criteria and Rationales for Cautious Intervention
(co-authored 1999); and Batterer Intervention Programs; Past and Future Prospects (1999). He
obtained a doctorate in education in counseling and consulting psychology from Harvard University in
1995 after conducting research comparing non-violent and maritally violent men.

Monday, October 6
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Evening Presentation:
“Raising Children in a Violent World”:
Betsey McAlister Groves
Discussions on:
«Media «War
.Gangs .Domestic Violence
« Terrorism
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