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The New York State Bar Association (NYSBA) has a long and proud tradition of advocating for

equal access to justice for all New Yorkers. NYSBA provides educational training programs for

pro bono volunteers and attorneys employed by legal services organizations and also

oversees a number of attorney recognition programs that promote, recognize, and honor pro

bono service by individual attorneys and law firms. NYSBA works to encourage the voluntary

participation of its members in pro bono projects across the state.

The New York State Unified Court System’s Office for Justice Initiatives (www.DCAJ-

OJI@nycourts.gov) strives to ensure meaningful access to justice for all New Yorkers in civil,

criminal and family courts regardless of income, background or special needs.

The New York County Lawyers Association (NYCLA) was founded in 1908. Throughout its

history, NYCLA's bedrock principles have been the inclusion of all who wish to join and the

active pursuit of legal system reform. NYCLA has historically been one of the largest and

most influential county bar associations in the county. It operates multiple Pro Bono

programs and highly values its many members who contribute their time and expertise to

these projects and to New Yorkers in need of legal support.
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Patricia S. Kim is an Associate at Patterson

Belknap Webb & Tyler. From 2018 to 2019, Ms.

Patricia served as a Law Clerk to the Hon.

Timothy J. Savage of the United States District

Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 

Patricia Kim successfully represented Ms. B., a

domestic violence survivor suffering from PTSD,

in connection with her challenge to an indicated

report on the New York State Central Register of

Child Abuse and Maltreatment (SCR). Ms. B. was

originally placed on the SCR in 2018 based on

allegations of inadequate guardianship and

khkjdddabuse towards her young daughter, then five years old. After intensive document-gathering

and interviews, Patricia found evidence contradicting the allegations and wrote a letter brief to

the New York Administration for Children's Services (ACS laying out her client's case.

Immediately thereafter, ACS notified the judge assigned to the matter that, upon review of the 

Patricia S. Kim

file, it would not proceed with Ms.

B.’s case. As a result, the pending

hearing was cancelled, and

Patricia prevailed on behalf of Ms.

B.  A decision directing the SCR to

amend the report against Ms. B.

was issued to reflect that it had

been unfounded and sealed. Due

to Patricia's advocacy, Ms. B is

now free to pursue her chosen

profession as an educator. 

#KeepingFamiliesTogether
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Mr. Agostino is a frequent speaker and author on tax controversy and litigation matters. He serves

on the Advisory Board of the Journal of Tax Practice and Procedure. Mr. Agostino coordinates the

NYCLA Tax Court program. Through this program, he and the volunteers he supports have

assisted many unrepresented individuals at calendar call, providing advice and acting as

mediators to help these petitioners as they seek to navigate legal processes and resolve their

cases. 

The Commissioner of the IRS, Charles P. Rettig, had this to say about Mr. Agostino's work: 

"On behalf of the Internal Revenue Service, I’d like to commend the NYCLA Tax Court Project for

recognizing Frank Agostino! Frank donates his time and legal skills, as well as constantly

encourages others, to provide free legal assistance to those in need. Frank coordinated Economic

Impact Payment (EIP) Awareness Days in the NJ/NY area and recently coordinated efforts on

behalf of the IRS and numerous others to translate some of our EIP outreach materials into more

than 35 different languages. He has been instrumental in getting these materials distributed

throughout the NJ/NY area as well as internationally. Tax administration and many taxpayers

have benefitted significantly through his care, concern and efforts.  Frank does it all with no

expectation of any recognition, he just wants to help. We join in the NYCLA’s Tax Court Project’s

recognition of Frank Agostino on behalf of every underserved community in our country!"

Frank Agostino

Frank Agostino is the founder and president of Agostino &

Associates, P.C. Prior to entering private practice, Mr.

Agostino was an attorney with the Internal Revenue

Service’s District Counsel in Springfield, Illinois and

Newark, New Jersey. He also served as a Special Assistant

United States Attorney, where he prosecuted primarily

criminal tax cases. As an adjunct professor, Mr. Agostino

taught tax controversy at Seton Hall University W. Paul

Stillman School of Business and Rutgers School of Law. He

also served as the co-director of the Rutgers Federal Tax

Law Clinic.

#TaxLaw      #TaxCourt
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When the COVID-19 pandemic forced the in-person clinics to be suspended, Charles readily

continued his volunteer service remotely over the phone. He has been available to call clients

fkfkfk

Charles McEvily is a retired attorney who specializes in

family and matrimonial law. He has applied his extensive

experience generously to the Legal Counseling Project. This

project provides legal assistance to individuals seeking help

with Family, Employment, and Landlord/Tenant matters.

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, Charles was a regular

attendee at the in-person legal clinics that program

participants attended. He consistently volunteered at

multiple clinics each month to offer his advice and legal

knowledge to individuals.

Charles McEvily

weekly over the summer and fall

as the Legal Counseling Project

has continued to operate

remotely. He has gone above and

beyond to devote his time to

providing expert help to people in

need. His experience is invaluable

to the people he counsels, and he

has enabled dozens of individuals

during this especially challenging

time to proceed more confidently

towards resolving their legal

concerns. 

#FamilyLaw         #LegalCounseling
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Evidence of his rehabilitation over the two decades he was incarcerated was hard to miss. He

expressed sincere remorse and contrition to the victims of his crime and their families. He had

furthered his academic pursuits, earning a degree from the Bard College Prison Initiative. He was

also an active volunteer. From caring for ailing men as a hospice worker to championing support

programs for transgender youth and children with cancer, Mr. W had a diverse array of volunteer

experiences while incarcerated, which were regularly applauded by correctional staff. Despite the

substantial evidence of his rehabilitation, the New York State Parole Board refused to grant Mr. W

parole multiple times. And, in its most recent decision denying parole to Mr. W, the Board’s

decision deviated significantly from the law. That’s how Hyatt became involved in Mr. W’s case. Mr.

W's case was referred to Hyatt from the Parole Preparation Project. Hyatt, with supervision from

partner Peter Harvey, filed an administrative appeal challenging the legality of the Board’s

decision. In Hyatt’s brief, he identified several grounds for finding the Board’s decision legally

deficient.   Following the filing of Hyatt’s brief, Mr. W had a regularly scheduled parole hearing. In

connection with that hearing, he submitted a letter in support of his parole. About a month after

that hearing, on July 21, 2020, Mr. W was paroled. After decades of incarceration, Mr. W was finally

able to return home where he has been welcomed back by a robust support system of family and

friends. Looking to the future, Mr. W plans to found a nonprofit to help  support high risk youth. In

doing so, he seeks to honor his victims and their families, while ensuring youth today do not walk

the road he once did.

By the time Hyatt met Mr. W, he was a rehabilitated citizen

ready to return from incarceration to his community. Mr.

W had been incarcerated for the entirety of his adult life.

His incarceration stemmed from two serious criminal

offenses that Mr. W committed as a young man. Tragically,

one of those offenses led to the loss of another young

person’s life, a loss Mr. W knows caused “immense pain

and immeasurable suffering.” And, for each of his offenses,

Mr. W accepted, and continues to accept, full

responsibility for his conduct. 

PAROLE  PREP  PROJECT

Hyatt M. Howard

#PrisonersRights      #Reentry
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Laura Miller is an associate at Seward & Kissel with the

Litigation Group. Since joining Seward & Kissel in 2016,

Laura’s practice has focused primarily on complex

commercial litigation, government investigations, and

regulatory inquiries. Laura received a B.A. from Cornell

University and a J.D. from Columbia Law School, where

she was both a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar and a James

Kent Scholar. Prior to joining Seward & Kissel, Laura was

a litigation associate at Kirkland & Ellis LLP.  Laura is

admitted to practice in the State of New York and the

United States District Courts for the Southern and

Eastern Districts of New York.

Laura E. Miller

Laura volunteered with NYCLA's Social Security SDNY Project, which helps individuals appeal

their denial of government benefits in federal court. Laura took on an extremely urgent case at a

late stage and the Magistrate Judge had already issued a decision siding with the Commissioner

of Social Security. Despite the extremely tight time frame, Laura drafted and filed an Objection to

the Judge's decision that was so effective, it led the Commissioner to reverse their denial of the

client's benefits and agree to the case being remanded for further proceedings. Laura's

willingness to step in on a challenging case, and her ability to quickly turn it around, were crucial

and allowed the client to have a fair chance at obtaining the benefits they deserve.

#DisabilityRights

#FederalLitigation
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the Appeals Board, explaining how Ms. G’s disability prevented her from using the transit system

and providing seven notes from Ms. G’s healthcare providers describing her limitations and

treatment plan. Ms. G described Tara’s submission as “strong, detailed and exacting,” with a

“comprehensive account of [her] abilities prior to [her] disability and how [her] disability impacts

[her] life today.”

Tara and Kevin appeared with Ms. G before the Appeals Board, and conducted a direct

examination of the client. Two days after the hearing, Ms. G’s AAR benefits were restored, giving

her unlimited access to on-demand AAR vehicles until after she heals from her planned hip

replacement surgery. In addition to receiving a favorable result, Ms. G noted that Tara “treated

[her] with the utmost kindness and respect” and demonstrated a marked “capacity to listen.”  In

addition to representing Ms. G before the Eligibility Appeals Board, Tara has continued to liaise

with the AAR office on behalf of Ms. G during the COVID-19 pandemic to keep the office appraised

about her surgery date (which was rescheduled because of the pandemic) and to ensure that Ms.

G receives appropriate extensions of her AAR service eligibility.

In December 2019, Tara Norris successfully represented a

pro bono client, Ms. G., before the Eligibility Appeals

Board for Access-a-Ride (AAR), New York City’s

paratransit service. Ms. G was left basically homebound

in mid-2019 when her AAR service expired and her

application for a renewal of service was denied. Ms. G

suffers from severe arthritis and cannot use the fixed-

route public transportation system: she struggles to

navigate crowded city streets with her cane, cannot use

stairs to enter and exit subway stations or city buses, and

is too unstable on her feet to stand on a moving subway

car or bus. Tara, with support from Lisa Cleary and Kevin

Cremin from Mobilization for Justice, prepared a brief to

ACCESS-A-RIDE  PROJECT

Tara Norris

#DisabilityRights     #AdministrativeLaw
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James earned degrees in Civil Engineering from Colgate and Columbia Universities before

attending Fordham University School of Law.

Since 2019, James has volunteered with Manhattan CLARO, and attended most of the weekly

clinics until they were forced to stop in March due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As a CLARO volunt-

James is a now-retired attorney with a long career as in-

house counsel in various capacities in the engineering and

construction business. Prior to his retirement, he spent 20

years working as lead counsel for companies in the

environmental consulting and hazardous waste

remediation business. During this part of his career, he

helped with the successful remediation of some of the

most polluted sites in the world.James Leonard

teer, James assisted low-income

New Yorkers with resolving their

debt-related legal issues. His

consistent commitment to the

program contributed greatly to its

ability to help as many people as

possible. His advice and guidance

allowed people to pursue

resolution for their legal concerns

with more knowledge and

confidence. 

#ConsumerDebt      #CivilLegalAdvice



Jonathan Zich

Mr. Zich is a highly valued Emeritus volunteer with

Mobilization for Justice (MFJ), which has provided

free civil legal services to low-income New Yorkers

for more than 50 years. Mr. Zich began

volunteering one day a week with MFJ’s Housing

Program in 2019, donating over 400 hours to date

and providing vital assistance to approximately 10

poor and working poor New Yorkers. When the

global COVID-19 pandemic caused the sudden

closure of businesses and courts in New York City,

this did not slow Mr. Zich's advocacy. 
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Mr. Zich represented a 76 year-old monolingual Spanish-speaking tenant who was displaced

because her apartment had been damaged by a fire. Mr. Zich sued the landlord to obtain repairs

and on summary judgment--a procedural device rarely used in Housing Part proceedings--secured

an Order requiring the landlord to make the apartment habitable. That victory is reflected here:

Vargas v. 112 Suffolk St. Apt. Corp., 2020 NYSlipOp 50090 (U), NYLJ 2020-02-13 (Civ. Ct. N.Y. Cty).

Even though Housing Court was temporarily closed when New York State went on PAUSE in mid-

March 2020, Mr. Zich sought to restore the case to the court’s (virtual) calendar to hold the

landlord in contempt when it disobeyed the Court’s order to repair the tenant’s apartment.

Notwithstanding that Mr. Zich did not have all the necessary papers while now volunteering

remotely and had to navigate the new court procedures as Housing Court reopened slowly and

remotely for certain emergency cases, he successfully prepared and filed an emergency motion to

hold the landlord in contempt. Subsequently, he appeared in court virtually to argue why the

landlord should be held in contempt. Though the Court denied holding the landlord in contempt

because of COVID-19, the Court made it clear the landlord must repair the tenant’s apartment by

the new deadline. Since the landlord failed again to repair the tenant’s apartment by the Court’s

deadline, Mr. Zich has restored the case to the court’s virtual calendar to hold the landlord in

criminal and civil contempt.

Mr. Zich’s determination to rise above all these new challenges reflects the commitment he has to

his MFJ clients. And, in spite of all these new challenges, he never lost sight of the goal, which is to

restore the tenant to her long-term home. Mr. Zich continues to be a passionate and dedicated

advocate for New Yorkers in need in this extraordinary time. 
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Ted has volunteered with the Center for Elder Law

& Justice (CELJ) since January 2019, primarily

helping to staff its Senior Legal Advice Helpline. As

of March 2020, in just over a year's time, Ted had

staffed approximately 33 Helpline shifts. It goes

without saying that his contribution to CELJ has

been generous and impactful from the start.

However, the unhesitating manner with which he

stepped up to help handle the increased needs of

the community over the course of the COVID-19

crisis has exceeded our expectations for even our

most devoted volunteers. 

Like many other legal services agencies, CELJ closed its offices in mid-March, as COVID-19 cases

began to spread throughout Western New York. CELJ's HelpLine evolved rapidly to remove its age

restrictions in order to serve as many people as possible at a time when rules and regulations

were changing day to day, impacting people's health, safety, housing, and income security. To

accommodate this increased demand, the HelpLine expanded to allow clients 24/7 access

through voicemail and email services, with a callback from an attorney within 1-2 business days. 

In order to staff this expansion, CELJ staff attorneys took on shifts to assist HelpLine Manager Erin

Riker, Esq. Ted immediately stepped up his commitment to the Helpline, taking three shifts a

week, handling live call shifts, returning voicemail and email generated calls, and also covering

shifts for CELJ Staff when their own caseloads required their attention elsewhere. Since March 12,

2020, Ted has covered 35 Helpline shifts as of the date of this submission (September 17, 2020).  

Ms. Riker says she "wishes she could have ten Teds." While CELJ may not be able to clone Ted, we

can certainly attest to his exemplification of what it means to be an effective, committed

advocate for New Yorkers in need. 

Thadeus Dziekonski, Jr.

#ElderLaw       #SeniorLegalAdvice



PAGE  1 6

Nancy is a retired New York State Senior Assistant

Solicitor General and has been an invaluable part of the

public benefits litigation team since she began working

at the Empire Justice Center. Because of her extensive

litigation experience and familiarity with the courts,

Nancy has a perspective that has been extremely

helpful. We have submitted at least six briefs over the

last year to the Appellate Division and the Albany

County Supreme Court in which Nancy has drafted

portions of briefs or significantly edited them for clarity.

Her work has led to outstanding results. For example, in

Stewart v. Roberts (Appellate Division, Third

Department), Nancy provided significant assistance in a

ssmotion which resulted in the court lifting the automatic stay on the merits under CPLR 5519(a)(1),

while the State appealed the Albany County Supreme Court’s decision granting class certification

to our plaintiffs. 

In Andersen v. Roberts (Albany County Supreme Court), Nancy provided invaluable assistance in a

fiercely contested motion to amend our complaint. The court granted our motion, and Nancy has

now agreed to assist us in defending against the State’s Motion to Dismiss our complaint. In

another case in the Appellate Division, Third Department, Escalera v. Roberts, which has not yet

been scheduled for oral argument, Nancy assisted in recrafting our brief so that a complicated

public assistance budgeting argument was set forth in a way that was clear to anyone lacking a

public assistance budgeting background.

 

Nancy is very generous with her time and has even volunteered to assist us when we are working

with other legal services organizations. In Leggio v. Devine, a case involving SNAP (food stamp)

budgeting brought by Nassau Suffolk Law Services (NSLS), the Empire Justice Center provided an

amicus brief to the Appellate Division. Nancy not only provided significant assistance with the

amicus brief, but also spent a significant amount of time as a moot court judge to help prepare

the NSLS attorney to argue the case in the Appellate Division.

Nancy A. Spiegel

#PublicBenefits      #Litigation
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Since 2010, Mr. Talukdar has served the Bronx

community through the Civil Legal Advice and Resource

Office (CLARO) program. Mr. Talukdar has provided over

six hundred hours of volunteer work at more than two

hundred sessions with Bronx residents of limited

income and resources, who are facing legal action by

creditors in Civil Court. Mr. Talukdar, an experienced

lawyer, usually consults with experts when evaluating

new cases to provide the best legal assistance for each

CLARO visitor. He goes above and beyond when

performing his volunteer services and conducting legal

consultations. Mr. Talukdar listens carefully to the

CLARO visitors and develops an excellent rapport with

each visitor, ensuring each individual understands the

process and feels confident about the case.  

During the weekly CLARO clinics, he is always willing to stay late to work with clients, complete

their paperwork, and make sure they are as prepared as possible to represent themselves in

court.

As a Bronx resident and an immigrant, Mr. Talukdar is driven to serve because he understands the

needs of the community and the lack of resources facing certain communities. He is very

welcoming, cheerful, and respectful, and he always shows care and respect for the populations

Bronx CLARO serves. Additionally Mr. Talukdar is always willing to learn new systems, including

new computer programs to better serve visitors. He is an excellent teammate, whose

commitment to help the Bronx community and its residents is commendable.

Mahbubar Talukdar

#ConsumerRights     #ConsumerLaw
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Alyson Luftig specializes in various areas of civil litigation.

Her areas of practice include family/matrimonial matters,

medical malpractice, personal injury, and class action. She

also works on French language legal discovery review.

She dedicates time to volunteering with the NYSBA

Unemployment Insurance Relief pro bono initiative,

providing legal services to New Yorkers who have filed for

unemployment benefits, been denied, and need legal

assistance in navigating the next steps. She has contributed

to the program additionally by assembling training

materials and legal research for fellow volunteers. She

serves as a volunteer co-liaison with the Department of

ksjhkhj

Alyson is passionate about reducing the stigma around mental health in the workplace. She has

awer

Alyson Luftig

Labor, working on behalf of her clients and the larger pro bono network to ensure that

outstanding UI claims are recognized and that clients with months-long waits are quickly

contacted by the Department.

NYSBA  COVID-19  PRO  BONO  INITIATIVE

#UnemploymentInsurance 

published articles on the subject and serves

as a member of the Mental Health Law

Committee of the New York City Bar

Association. 

Alyson earned her law degree from Pace Law

School and has a Bachelor of Arts in both

English and French from the Pennsylvania

State University. She and her husband, Evan,

live in Great Neck, New York.
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Sophia V. Hepheastou is an attorney who primarily

practices in the areas of bankruptcy and general litigation,

providing legal advice to clients as well as general counsel

services to companies and debtors in Chapter 11

bankruptcy cases. 

Prior to becoming a lawyer Ms. Hepheastou worked

extensively in advertising at various companies across

multiple industries including pharmaceuticals, consumer

packaged goods, media and entertainment. Ms.

Hepheastou graduated from Brooklyn Law School where

she concentrated her studies on bankruptcy and

commercial law. She received the Zaretsky Fellowship,

which recognizes students with academic achievements

and and interests in commercial bankruptcy. While in law school, Ms. Hepheastou interned for the

Honorable Sean H. Lane of the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New

York. Both throughout law school and while in practice Ms. Hepheastou has worked closely with

unrepresented clients through the City Bar Justice Center Bankruptcy Project, helping low

income individuals file Chapter 7 petitions.

In tandem with her volunteer work with the City Bar Justice Center, Ms. Hepheastou has also been

a board member of the New York chapter of the International Women’s Insolvency and

Restructuring Confederation (I.W.I.R.C.) since 2016, where she acts as a Networking Events Co-

Chair. In her board role, Ms. Hepheastou organizes events bringing professionals together across

the legal, financial and restructuring industries. 

Ms. Hepheastou enjoys working with attorneys from different practice areas and working closely

with clients to tackle pressing legal matters.

Sophia Hepheastou

NYSBA  COVID-19  PRO  BONO  INITIATIVE

#Bankruptcy        #Chapter7
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Victorine Froehlich is a litigation attorney in New York

who specializes in complex commercial litigation and

transactional cases representing non-profits,

corporations and individuals. She is a very focused

advocate and has a passion for the law. 

Born into a diplomatic family, and having lived and

studied in Israel, India, the Philippines and Canada,

Victorine grew up in different cultures and places a high

priority on the ability to work effectively with people. 

Victorine also served as an administrative law judge

with the New York State Department of Labor

sdfddddddUnemployment Insurance Appeal Board. Under the tutelage of the New York State Bar

Association’s social justice pro bono program, Victorine worked with a team of lawyers to assist

sdkfj

Victorine Froehlich

thousands of New Yorkers in their

entitlement to receive enhanced

federal stimulus and

unemployment insurance benefits

during the global pandemic crisis

of 2020. 

Having attended the Benjamin N.

Cardozo School of Law, Victorine

cherishes this quote of her alma

mater’s jurist’s namesake: “Law

never is, but is always about to be.”

NYSBA  COVID-19  PRO  BONO  INITIATIVE

#Insurance   #UnemploymentBenefits
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Access to Justice - One Family at a

Time

Legal Information for Families Today (LIFT)

helps more than 30,000 pro se litigants

each year with free legal information,

advice, and support to navigate the Family

Court system.

While the pandemic has ravaged much of

New York’s infrastructure and put its safety

net at risk, LIFT’s core programs –

telephone Helpline, Consultations, Family

Legal Connection (FLC) videoconferencing

platform, legal clinics, and outreach and

education – have operated remotely

without interruption.

Many of LIFT’s clients have lost jobs, cannot pay child support and are worried about mounting

arrears. Others are caught in abusive relationships while isolated at home with their abusers. Still

others grapple with unique custody and visitation issues in light of COVID-19.  

During this time, LIFT has risen to the challenge to support pro se litigants in this unprecedented

moment, expanding its capacity and thinking innovatively about ways to mitigate the challenges of

these times for our clients. It has provided clients with real time information about the status of the

courts and helped clients to plan and prepare for effective and efficient court appearances when the

court is able to hear their cases. In addition, LIFT has responded to the courts’ request for additional

support in assisting with litigant submissions related to child support modifications.

Family Legal Connection during a time of social distance

LIFT’s Family Legal Connection program is a groundbreaking videoconferencing and document-

sharing platform that enables Family Court litigants without legal representation to meet remotely

with a pro bono attorney.  For litigants who live in remote areas, are disabled or homebound, can’t

take time off from work to meet with an attorney, or have transportation or childcare issues, this

program has offered a legal lifeline to navigate the complex and emotionally charged Family Court

process. During the COVID-19 pandemic, this virtual pro bono platform is a critical tool in expanding

pro bono resources to assist Family Court litigants statewide. LIFT has worked collaboratively with

NYS's Family Courts for many years offering legal information and pro bono assistance to Family

Court litigants.

The LIFT-Family Court relationship is a powerful statement of the benefit of public-private

partnerships. 

Legal Information for
Families Today (LIFT) 

FAMILY  LEGAL  CONNECTION 

PROGRAM
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Despite Mr. Vasser’s busy schedule he still finds time to volunteer with the New York City

Family Court Volunteer Attorney Program.  Mr. Vasser has been volunteering since 2009.  He

volunteers on a regular basis and can always be counted on for last minute coverage.  His

patience

Shmuel Vasser is a partner at Dechert LLP and has broad

experience in some of the largest and most complex

restructurings and reorganizations. 

Mr. Vasser has represented debtors, creditors, lenders,

hedge funds, private equity funds and acquirers of

distressed assets and securities. Mr. Vasser’s practice

includes bankruptcy issues concerning structured

finance transactions; derivative instruments, including

swaps, forward contracts, and repurchase agreements;

and other sophisticated financial products.

Shmuel Vasser

patience and understanding

is remarkable. Clients

benefit from Mr. Vasser’s

knowledge and no-

nonsense attitude, helping

them recognize the most

important details and focus

on the “big picture”. Mr.

Vasser also assists in the

training of new volunteers,

providing guidance and

insight that only comes with

years of experience.  

#FamilyCourt        #FamilyLaw
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Earl Murrell is an attorney with Paul Weiss’s New York office

specializing in contract litigation for both corporations and

individuals. Growing up in St. Lucia provided Earl with a

solid foundation for what he wanted to do in his adult life.

Upon his arrival in New York, he enrolled at Long Island

University and majored in Political Science with a minor in

English. After graduating from Pace University School of

Law he clerked for a Judge and spent a year working at the

Westchester County Attorney's Office.ce 
Earl Murrell

Earl has a passion for helping others and seeks to volunteer his time whenever possible. He

regularly volunteers with the New York City Family Court Volunteer Attorney Program where he

has assisted hundreds of

litigants. He is always eager

to help and is a valued

asset to the Program. His

patient demeanor in highly

emotional situations

provides a much-needed

calming presence. Earl also

devotes substantial pro

bono hours to the

Prisoner’s Rights project

and to assisting elderly

individuals apply for

supplemental benefits.fhfhf

#ElderLaw       #PrisonersRights 
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Kristi Saylors retired after serving for twenty-one years

as the judicial law clerk for the Hon. Linda B. Riegle in

the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of

Nevada. Kristi is the author of several articles on

bankruptcy topics. She received her B.A. from the

University of Colorado and her J.D. from the University

of Denver Sturm College of Law.

From the very beginning of her work with the

ConsumesConsumer Debt Volunteer Lawyer for a Day (VLFD) program, she has gone above and beyond to

both serve her clients and help the program grow. She has served innumerable hours volunteering

for the program and is always willing to come in additional days, especially if she knows that there

is a large calendar and there will be many defendants seeking assistance from the program. She

always arrives early and stays late to ensure that litigants have all the materials they need and are

fully prepared to take the next steps in their cases.  Kristi has gone beyond the scope of the project

by frequently undertaking research on her own time and using her own resources to research

issues that come up during the course of VLFD representation. She has also drafted a VLFD guide

that reviews the legal framework that applies to consumer debt cases as well as "how to" tips for

effective volunteering. This guide has become an invaluable tool both for the project’s coordinating

attorneys and for new and returning pro bono volunteers.

She is also very generous with her legal knowledge, and eagerly shares her expertise in bankruptcy

with clients and other attorneys, ensuring that we can thoroughly counsel clients on all their

options for dealing with debt. In addition to her legal "know-how" Kristi demonstrates true

compassion towards her clients and is always patient and understanding. She makes sure that

every client thoroughly understands what their options are and counsels them extensively to

ensure that they obtain the best possible outcome. The litigants with whom she works always

leave court feeling supported, informed, and empowered. Kristi truly demonstrates the spirit of pro

bono work by giving her time and expertise to ensure that unrepresented litigants have access to

the best possible legal counsel. 

Kristi Saylors

#VolunteerLawyerForTheDay
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For almost thirty years he served as an

Administrative Law Judge with the

New York State Office of Temporary

and Disability Assistance in New York

City, conducting fair hearing and

drafting recommended decisions after

hearings in social services matters

including Medicaid, Public Assistance

and SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition

Assistance Program).

In May 2020 he was certified by the

New York State Education  Department

Theodore Vassilakis is a graduate of New York University

– School of Law (LL.M 1979), and a graduate of

Aristoteleion University of Thessaloniki, Greece – School

of Law and Economics (LL.B 1967). He served as a

Commercial Attache of the Consulate General of Greece

in New York during the period from October 1970

through March 1976.

He was admitted to the New York State Bar in 1985, and

since then he has been practicing law in New York City. Theodore Vassilakis

(NYSED) as a special education due process impartial hearing officer (IHO). He currently conducts

special education fair hearings in New York City. He has served as co-president of the New York

State Administrative Law Judges Association; currently he is a judicial member of the New York City

Bar Association.

His dedication to the Consumer Debt Volunteer Lawyer for the Day program has been unwavering

and he is truly passionate about helping clients who are going through a difficult time. He has been

a most effective advocate and has demonstrated much care and compassion for his clients, helping

them to thoroughly understand their options and routinely securing favorable outcomes for them.
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announcement of the award noted that CBS  was selected as the sole corporate law department

honoree that year as a result of its partnership with the CBJC to deploy CBS attorneys to assist

low-income veterans with disability benefits claims through the Veterans Assistance Project as

well as clients in financial distress through the Consumer Bankruptcy Project. Anthony received

his J.D. from the NYU School of Law and a B.A. in Political Science from Stony Brook University.

Most recently, Anthony has been a consultant to non-profit and for-profit organizations, working

collaboratively with those clients to achieve outcomes that appropriately balance business

opportunities with risk mitigation, and has also served as a mediator and arbitrator. Anthony

currently serves on the Board of Active Minds, a leading mental health nonprofit dedicated to

mental health awareness, education and suicide prevention for the young adult population, and

served for many years on the Board of the Greater New York Chapter of the Crohn’s & Colitis

Foundation.  

He began supporting the City Bar Justice Center’s pro bono partnership with the NYS Courts

Office for Justice Initiatives’ Volunteer Lawyer Program in New York City Civil Court Help Center

in the autumn of 2018. In the time since, he has devoted scores of hours to assisting a diverse

range of Help Center visitors in both Brooklyn's and Manhattan’s Civil Court Help Centers. His

time commitment and both the quantity and quality of his work have earned him such esteem

by CBJC’s program directors that they have asked him to begin taking on some voluntary co-

supervisory responsibilities once the project re-starts following a pandemic hiatus. The CBJC

team also salutes Mr. Bongiorno’s commitment to the values of diversity, equity, and inclusion in

delivering pro bono legal services, as attested by his recent active participation in a New York

State Bar Association-sponsored cultural competency training focused on COVID-19 pro bono.

Anthony is an experienced litigator and business advisor

who spent most of his legal career in-house with CBS

Corporation, where he ultimately served as its global head

of litigation for 12+ years. For many years, Anthony was also

the Chairperson of the CBS Law Department's Community

Outreach and Pro Bono Program. In 2016, during Anthony’s

tenure as Chair, CBS Corporation received the City Bar

Justice Center’s (CBJC) award for CBS' leadership and

dedication to pro bono and public service. The CBJC’s  Anthony Bongiorno
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Shanna began serving in the Office for Justice Initiative’s Uncontested Divorce Clinic in both

Queens and Kings Counties last winter and committed to mastering the drafting and preparation of 

Shanna Deen is a 2019 graduate of the CUNY School of Law.

During her time at CUNY Law, she served as a member of New

York City Law Review and participated in the Student Advocacy

Project, as well as the Equality and Justice Practice Clinic. She

began providing direct legal services and community outreach

through her internships with NYLAG at the Mobile Legal Help

Center, and the NYC Commission on Human Rights on a variety

of legal issues including family, employment and housing law.

Her interests focus on bringing legal services to underserved

communities and helping low-income New Yorkers navigate

legal systems.

Shanna Deen

pleadings for uncontested

divorce litigants. She quickly

connected with clients and

worked assiduously to serve

them. In addition to the many

hours she spent assisting

litigants in the Uncontested

Divorce Program, she also

volunteered in the Office for

Justice Initiatives’ Consumer

Debt Volunteer Lawyer for the

Day program and Housing Court

Help Center. Her enthusiasm

and passion for helping people

are truly delightful!

#UncontestedDivorce     #FamilyLaw
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While attending Fordham University in the Bronx in the 1980’s, Tom became increasingly

interested in addressing food and housing insecurity experienced by many in our community.

Over the years he has invested both his time and financial support to help address these issues.

When he was President of Fordham’s chapter of the Beta Alpha Psi accounting honor society, he

led fund raising events in support of the Part of the Solution (POTS) soup kitchen in the Bronx.

During the past 15+ years Tom has been volunteering in his local community by serving the

Ossining Food Pantry. Tom enjoys spending time with his family and friends and being actively

involved in his community.

He has volunteered regularly in the Queens Housing Court Help Center for several years assisting

unrepresented litigants with their housing matters. His dedication to the litigants is inspiring. At

the end of his shift he would always ask: “Do you want me to stay?” when the Help Center at

times gets inundated toward the end of the day with distressed litigants whose cases were

earlier denied. He consistently treats everyone he encounters with the utmost kindness, respect

and understanding. Both court users and court staff appreciate his unique ability to find the

bright side of any situation. 

Tom Gowan is a corporate lawyer whose practice

concentrations include commercial financings, workouts

and restructurings, private equity funds, and professional

sports transactions. Before semi-retiring in 2015, Tom

spent the bulk of his 25-year career practicing law at

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP where he

served in a number of leadership roles, including as co-

head of the firm’s Global Banking Group. In 2015, he

founded his own firm specializing in sports law. He

graduated from Fordham University with a degree in

public accounting and earned his law degree from New

York University School of Law.

Thomas Gowan

#HousingLaw       #HelpCenter
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Taiwo began volunteering in the Office

for Justice Initiatives’ Housing Court

Volunteer Lawyer Program in 2018 and

has travelled from Texas to New York

City over the last few years carving

weeks out of his busy schedule to

volunteer full time in the New York

City Housing Court’s Help Center for

an entire week for each trip. 

He goes beyond the call of service,

spending much of his own time to

make

Taiwo resided in London until relocating to Houston,

Texas in 2016. He worked for Bank of America Merrill

Lynch as a UK Solicitor practicing Energy & Natural

Resources law before transferring to its Houston

office. He has been licensed to practice law in New

York State since 2008. While still living in London, he

decided to engage in some volunteer activities in New

York in order to retain his knowledge of New York law

and gain some NY practice experience, and travelled

to Albany, NY on a number of occasions to volunteer

in the Albany Family Court through the Albany

County Bar Association.

Taiwo A. Adebiyi

make sure litigants get answers to their questions. He has shown exceptional dedication to serving

unrepresented litigants and is meticulous in offering the best possible options for the litigants he

assists.

#HousingLaw       #TenantsRights
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In nominating Mr. Adler for an award, judges have shared the following:

“He takes each case seriously; follows up personally; cares about his wards and attempts to

explore every avenue;" “He never turns down an assignment paid or not and goes many extra

steps to ensure the Court has all the information it needs to make a determination;" “His service

as a GAL is thoughtful and dedicated;” and “He advocates zealously for his wards.” More

recently, another judge noted that Mr. Adler continued to visit his wards during the pandemic.

She added that he is consistently knowledgeable about the details of his wards’ cases, always

prioritizing the goals and interests of the litigants he is appointed to serve.

Mr. Adler states “…I can easily say that it has been the most rewarding aspect of my legal

career… there really is no greater feeling than knowing you have been a part in saving an

apartment for a disabled person… individuals who are really the most vulnerable people in our

City. The COVID crisis has brought this into even greater focus.” In addition to being proud of

the impact that he has made as a GAL, he is also grateful for the fact that his daughter Elana

recently expressed how proud she was of the work that he does as a GAL.

Stuart Adler has been practicing law for 35 years. He

practices in the areas of landlord-tenant, commercial,

and real estate matters. Yet, more than 75% of his

work consists of volunteering as a Guardian Ad Litem

(GAL) in New York City Housing Court, advocating for

mentally and/or physically impaired litigants at risk of

eviction. Mr. Adler began his volunteer work as a GAL

approximately 5 years ago. During this time, judges

have chosen him to serve as the court appointed GAL

in more than 100 cases.

Stuart C. Adler

#GuardianAtLitem       #Housing
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with many GALs over the years and he stands out for his cheerful and earnest efforts on behalf

of all of his wards. He is diligent, cheerful and makes every effort on their behalf.” “…A great GAL.

He is well-prepared and willing to do the legwork required to meaningfully assist his wards.”

Another noted that Mr. Gilinsky continued to visit his wards during the pandemic, even those

residing in nursing homes. She added that he consistently demonstrates his knowledge of the

cases he was working on, always prioritizing the goals and interests of the litigants he is

appointed to serve.

Mr. Gilinsky has served as a New York City

Housing Court Guardian Ad Litem (GAL) for 12

years, advocating for mentally and/or physically

impaired litigants at risk for eviction. During this

time, Housing Court judges have chosen him to

serve as the court appointed GAL in over 200

cases. In nominating Mr. Gilinsky for an award,

judges have shared the following: “I have worked 

William Gilinsky

When Mr. Gilinsky is not volunteering

as a GAL, he works as a performer and

stage manager on and Off-Broadway,

touring nationally and internationally,

and occasionally performing

character roles in movies and

television. He obtained a degree in

Teaching K-12 Vocal Instrumental

Music from the University of Kansas

where he was a Fulbright Finalist. He

shares that he is now starring in his

“greatest role” as a Guardian Ad

Litem.

#NewYorkCityHousingCourt
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Andrea Wesbecher, a student at Plaza College and

certified Paralegal volunteered in the NYC Housing

Court as a Court Navigator. She volunteered because she

“strongly believe[s] in the importance of helping low

income communities.” During her time as a Court

Navigator she found dedicating her time to helping

others obtain services and providing her support to

unrepresented litigants to be one of the most rewarding

things she has ever done.

Andrea was assigned to volunteer with Judge Evon

Asforis and her court attorney Shakiva Pierre in New

York County. Andrea was an immense help to Judge

asasdfakEvon Asforis’ Housing Court Part in New York County. Prior to our court closing for in-person

operations due to COVID, that housing part handled on average 200 cases weekly with hundreds

of litigants, day in and day out. Many unrepresented litigants feel uneasy or a sense of shame

when coming to court for an eviction and need help connecting to resources such as rental

assistance or a free legal services attorney. Always with a smile, Andrea provided such assistance

by escorting litigants to these offices located throughout the courthouse. This helped to ease

their worries and helped provide assurance that the court is a resource.

In addition to her assignment in Judge Asforis’ part, Andrea made herself available to assist with

new Court Navigator orientation by conducting tours of the courthouse and sitting with new

navigators during courtroom observations. She became known as a mentor or “go to person” for

the new navigators by making them feel comfortable in their roles.  

Andrea Wesbecher

#CourtNavigator      #Mentor
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Robert was an exceptional, dedicated, and enthusiastic Court Navigator in the Kings County

Housing Court. Although Robert originally signed-up to volunteer two days a week, during his

school semester he often volunteer on his “off” time. Robert would divide his volunteer hours

between the courtroom, help center or in the housing clerk’s office, making himself available to

assist all court users. 

When the Court Navigator Program added an orientation for new navigators that included a tour

of the courthouse and in-courtroom observations, Robert graciously volunteered to help conduct

these orientations. Because of his keen observations of court users’ needs, Robert identified and

recommended changes in public signage posted in the Courthouse building, which were well

received by the Supervising Judge’s office. These suggestions were aimed to better serve the

public and to avoid confusion. The Court Navigator Program is thankful for all of Robert’s

contributions.

Robert graduated from Cooper Union in the spring of

2019 and now teaches art classes at a North Carolina

art center. He became involved with the NYS Court’s

Office for Justice Initiative’s Court Navigator Program

when he heard about a similar navigator program on

the podcast Amicus. Having previously worked in food

service, he thought he could be an impactful volunteer

by approaching housing court with a customer service-

oriented mindset. Recognizing that housing is a

human right, he wanted the opportunity to be

personally impactful in a day-to-day kind of way.

Robert Dietz

#CourtNavigator     #LandlordTenant
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Priscilla Aduampong

Hassan Ahmed

Amit Alankar

Tajry Ali

Anna Andreescu

Patrick Archer

Chisom Asike

Yuni Bao

Jake Baumgarten

Robert Becker

Sara Blotner

Shriya Bollampally

Justine Borer

Marine Bouaziz

Brenda Brown

Abigail Bruce

Isaiah Bruce

Genevieve Burger-Weiser

Michael Calb

Bogdan Carp

Dafnee Castillo

Sameer F. Choudhry

Erica Clark

Stuart Cohen

Albert Cooley

Adrian M. da Silva-Burke

Huyen Dang

Dionna Davis

Rachael De Chacon

Alexandre Desrosiers

Jerome Dewald

Erin Diers

Zhane Dimmitt

Dillon Donaldson

Charlotte Drozd

Craig Druehl

John Evans

Daniel Farfan

Rudy Ferreira

Dean Ferrogari

Lorre A. Fisher

Melanie Franco

Juanita Fraser

Rahul Gandhi

Yan Gershfeld

Joyce Goranites

Yoko Goto

Keyana Griffith

James Hallowell

Sara Heim

Amanda Herron

Bethany Hickey

Joseph Inzerillo

Kazuko Ishida

Meredith Jones

Yvonne D. Jordan

The New York State Unified Court System Office for Justice
Initiatives thanks the following individuals for their Dedicated

Pro Bono service to the 2020 Access to Justice Program

Emily Joung

Raul Joven

Sylvia Kaplan

Katherine Kessler

Sharmeen Khan

Sari Kreutzner

Gatson Kroub

Luke Kuba

Richard M. Landman

Jannica Lawrence

Michael Leahy

Yun Lee

Jill Lesser

Riachelle Levasseur

Karina Lewis

Ann Lewis-Seltzer

Aiqing Liang

Crystal Liu

Nicholas LoBosco

Jason Lucero

Lara Luo

Maria La Macchia

Shaun McElhenny

Shenel McKenzie

Ailyn Mejia

Barbara Mendelson

Grissel Mercado

Julissa Merlo
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Joseph Satto

Biana Savikin

Ashley R. Scott

Reshma Shah

Dara L. Sheinfeld

Samantha Simpson

Roshanie Singh

Michael Sorrentino

David Suh

Benjamin X. Talavera III

Zhanay Thomas

Katelynn Turner

Nadia Udeshi

Amanda Vargas

David Venderbush

Peter Wade

Adam Waldbaum

Anna Wang

George Weaver

Jessica Weigel

Angela Westbrooks

Malachi Whyte

Charter Williams

Jordan Wishnew

Erica Wolf

Stephen Wolpert

Kione Wong

Marie-Claude Wrenn-Myers

Sayeda Yasmin

Michelle Yoo

Danyang Zhang

Catalina Metellus

Gavijah Morgan

Charles Nagger

Henry Nguyen

Joseline Nieves

Lea O'Leary-Tagiuri 

Elina Ostrovsky

Thomas Pearce

Carlos Pelayo

Samantha Pena

Mary Pennisi

Crystal Percer

Cassandra Percinthe

Alanna Phillips

Kevin Potere

John Quagliariello

Michelle Queirolo

David Rabinovici

Daniel Rabinowitz

Eddie Ramos

Lauren Rasmus

Maurice Recanati

Nicky Rooz

Gary Rosenblum

Ilan Rouson

Magdalena Rrasi

Jay Rubin

Kowssar Safa

Jordan Salberg

Julie Salinas

Micah C. Sanguyu

Alice Sarvi

Special thanks to the Attorney
Emeritus Volunteers

Jonathan Zich

Curtis N. Axelsen

Oscar S. Straus III

Nancy A. Spiegel

Mahbubar Talukdar

Thadeus J. Dziekonski

Jesus M. Zeno

James P. Slattery

Charles E. Coleman

Mary Jo Eyster

Fred Kolikoff

Robert Paul Selya

William L. Gibson Jr.

Lisa R. Newmark

Judith A. Stoll

Jeffrey A. Adolph

David W. R. Wawro


