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At the most recent Annual
Meeting of the Association of
Law Libraries of Upstate New
York (ALLUNY), I gave a
presentation about cloud com-
puting and its implications for
libraries. The first part of the pres-
entation focused on the definition of
cloud computing, which actually varies quite
a bit depending on the source. However, at its
core, cloud computing generally means “web-
based.” As such, cloud computing is not really
new—many of us have been using web-based
services such as email and search engines for
years. If you have a Yahoo, Gmail, Hotmail or
provider-based email account like Verizon or
Roadrunner, you are already “in the cloud.”
The reason why these can be considered cloud
computing services is because the content—
your email messages, calendars, etc., aren’t
actually stored on your computer. Instead,
these items “live” out on a server owned by
your email provider. You merely connect to
that content, via the Internet, from your com-
puter, smart phone, or other Internet-
connected device. In fact, even the email pro-
gram itself is “in the cloud,” because the soft-
ware is not installed locally on your device.
Instead, you simply connect to that software
through your web browser.
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Why then, if the technology itself
is nearly twenty years old, all the
recent buzz about cloud comput-
ing? Really it comes down to
bandwidth. Twenty years ago no
one would have imagined connecting
to all of the software and documents we
use on a regular basis via the Internet because
it would have taken too long. Can you imag-
ine using a dial-up connection simply to cre-
ate a Word document? Or to access your com-
pany’s files? It was much faster to simply
store them right on your computer, or an inter-
nal server. Now that high-speed Internet con-
nections have become nearly ubiquitous, the
idea of accessing software applications and
files through the web has become more attrac-
tive.

~Andrew Kloc, Librarian
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At the Appellate Division Law Library we understand that needing to research a
legal issue and being unable to find child care can occur simultaneously. It’s not a
R huge stretch of imagination to see that children will become bored in a law library
(none of the books have pictures!) and begin to fidget or talk. We are also, however,
committed to providing an environment where researchers can concentrate on their »T
work. To address these competing interests the library has designated B-107
as the Family Research . In addition to the library’s video collection the room f—))
S is now equipped with computer access to Lexis as well as crayons, activity books, z/w
-« and more to help keep the kids happy.

ﬁ Room B-107 will also be available for anyone needing to consult by telephone l
while doing their legal research. Currently the library asks users to take private J
phone conversations away from the public computer area. Now if that phone conver-

A sation is necessary guidance for a computer search you can do both in the Family

Research Room.
Please let us know if there are other ways we can improve your experience at the

library.
~Betsy A. Vipperman, Librarian
" M|

The Appellate Division, Fourth Department Law Library recently up-
graded its CeLLLO online catalog. Along with new functionality like auto
-complete, the upgrade includes a new mobile version of the catalog. The
mobile catalog provides a pared down interface that has been optimized
for use on mobile devices, such as smart phones. It works on most smart
phone models, including Droids, iphones and Blackberries.

To access the mobile catalog, simply go to the usual URL for the
standard catalog at ad4.nycourts.gov/polaris. If you are using a
mobile device, you will automatically be redirected to the mobile catalog.
If you would prefer to use the standard catalog, simply click on the “Full
Site” link at the bottom of the mobile catalog’s homepage.
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Celebrating Black History Month

February traditionally is the month of the year Americans honor Black History. As part of the
2012 celebration the library put together a very interesting display highlighting the three African-
American jurists of the Appellate Division Fourth Department Bench — Justice Samuel L. Green,
Justice Reuben K. Davis and Justice Rose H. Sconiers.

If you haven’t already taken a look at the display, I highly recommend you do so. There are
many interesting photos that accompany the three biographies. In addition there are complimen-
tary bookmarks about these three justices that have been produced for this event. The display will
only be maintained for a few more weeks, so [ encourage you to hurry down to the display case
near the entrance to the library at your earliest convenience.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the following staff members: Yolanda John-
son, Colette McCloud and Rob Cunningham for their efforts in creating this informative and pro-
fessional looking display.

Long before the next issue of this newsletter previews we will be switching to a new topic in
the display case. Later this spring please stop by and check out our tribute to Robert H. Jackson,
probably the most famous judge and attorney upstate New York has ever produced.

~David Voisinet, Director

This photo was taken
November 1998 as the
last patron of the day left
the library. Can you
identify all three people
in the photo?
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Reference Librarians Recommend

Adoption law handbook : practice, resources, and forms for family law
professionals/Jennifer Fairfax KF 545 F35 2011

LOCAL F 129 .B857 G65 2007 *

4 Eminent domain : a handbook of condemnation law/William
Scheiderich, Cynthia M. Fraser, and David Callies, editors
o KF 5599 E443 2011

: Fighting chance : the struggle over woman suffrage and Black suffrage
B in Reconstruction America/Faye E. Dudden
¢ WOMEN JK 1896 D83 2011

Financial investigation and forensic accounting/George A. Manning

KF 8968.15 M36 2011

Forensic aspects of driver inexperience and accident causation/Scott Walmsley
KF 1290 .A8 W35 2011

Habeas corpus in America : the politics of individual rights/Justin J. Wert KF 9011 W47 2011
Just my type: a book about fonts/Simon Garfield Z 250 G37 2011
The law of cybercrimes and their investigations/George E. Curtis KF 9350 C87 2012

Rights gone wrong : how law corrupts the struggle for equality/Richard T. Ford
KF 4749 F67 2011

Student First Amendment speech and expression rights: armbands to bong HiTS/R. Chace Ramey
KF 4770 R36 2011

The Supreme Court and tribal gaming: California v. Cabazon Band of Mission Indians/Rossum,
Ralph A. KF 8210 .G35 R67 2011

Trial advocacy for the child welfare lawyer: telling the story of the family/Marvin R. Ventrell
KF 8925.C45 V46 2011

*Click here for 2011 New Book List*

% More than one librarian chose the book
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Information

Library Hours; 4
Mo-nday-Friday, 9am-5pm.

NOE vening Hoyyg/

Holiday/Observanée

Closings.'
Mondajz,

May 284, (Memorigy Daj/),
'Wedn_esday, July 411, (Fourty, of July),
Monda_’y,

Septempey 3rd (Laboy Ddy),
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