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THE PENAL LAW AND CRIMINAL CODE

FROM: RICHARD G. DENZER, CHIEF COUNSEL

March 21, 1963

The Chairman advised me today that our bill, removing

the mandatory death penalty for murder in the first degree

and providing for a two-stage procedure to determine the

penalty in capital cases, passed the Assembly today by a vote

of 125 to 13.

Last week the Commission's insanity bill was favorably

re erted out of the Assembly Code's Committee with one dis-

senting vote. The assembly will vote on this bill sometime

next week, Before being reported out of the Code's Committee

the bill was amended by including the following provision:

"Menta! disease or defect excluding responsibility
is an affirmative defense which the defendant must
establish by a preponderance of evidence,"


