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Honorable Elisha T. Barrett
New York State Senate
Albany, New York

March 22, 1965

Dear Senator Barrett:

I have been following the proposed revision of the
New York State Penal Law and note in the Law Journal of
March 17, 1965, that the legislation providing for such re-
vision was formally introduced in the Senate by Senator Hughes
on March 16, 1965. Although many of the reforms seem well
founded, I am very much disturbed at the attempt to abolish
all penalties for homosexual activities and adultery. I am
l -n med that the only reason for these two changes s that
convictions of these crimes are hard to obtain. While it may
be difficult, if not impossible, to prove many of the crimes
of this nature, it appears to me that this does not constitute
sound reason for removing the ban on such activities.

The great danger is that the publicity that must
necessarily be given to the changes in the law on these sub-
jects will certainly create the impression in manyminds,
particularly the younger and less settled ones, that society
does not regard these activities as evil, and that it now
approves what it no longer condemns. Another result would
certainly be more moving pictures and stage presentations on
adulterous and homosexual themes. At the present time, since
these are illegal activities, theatrical works are largely based
on the vindication of virtue and the defeat of those who act
out evil. Reverse this, and adulterous and homosexual heroes
and heroines will at once become the rage. Certainly more harm
can be done by abolition and the attendant publicity than by
retaining the penalties on the books.
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I have discussed these two changes withmany people 
-

since i learned of the Temporary State Commission's hearings
on these particular changes, and find practically unanimous
agreement with the view that removal of the ban on such
activities will do far more harm than good. Of course, one
cannot always accurately foretell the effect of legislation
on the public mind, but certainly in this instance, the harm
we fear outweighs any good that can be done by these two pro-
posed changes,

In these circumstances, I urge you strongly to use
all your influence to defeat-these two amendments.

" 
/ D Very truly ours

JRR:mr . ,"-/ -'/<-. . Joseph R. Risdell
.
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