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STATE PENAL:LAW
,FOUNDCLUTTN D
Study Cites: Obsolete Items

and Non-Crime Statutes

Special 6 The New York Tll es.; :
ALBANY, Feb. 1--_& commis-

sion created to study the penal
law has concluded that the
state's criminal statutes are :suf-
fering from: "overweight.' ....

Intelligent excision;, the €oni-
:mission Said infts first report
to the Legislatur t0day, would
reduce the code by half and still
leave a residue 0f basic material
in need of revision. ::

-The commission which came
into being last July with the iS-
Sigmment to revise and update
both the:penal lawand the Code
of criminal procedure, has found

its task so :formidable that :it
has been unable, with one ex-
ception, to come-ap .with any
recommendations fort legislative
action-thiS 5rear.:

Its :report appraises th job
the commission faces in modern-
izing-:a hodge podge :of laws
thathave accumiflated over-180
years: The l st.oacerhaul of the]
penal law was 4ighty: yeai}s-ago,
• The commissi0n:reported that

t 

aside from the desirability for
revision of the :usua!: sort, .there
was an urgent: need =f{ir "reap-
praisal of certain' fundamental
concepts and phi!0sophies lying
at the very root of, our:penal
system." :- - 

"

Both C0des, the report said,
suffe _from:a:pleth0ra of struc-

I_ 

ufa!, format and substantive
deficiencies as well. • .....

. Arcliaie AsPects Cited, •
Scrutiny Of the penal iaw lis-

-closes many archaicaspects, re-
fiecting nineteenth century phil-

said. ks

Yet : the commlssmn: 0unfl
Ichlkt with the exception 0f a
prdvisiorr for indeterminate:s m
tences and the Eaumes: i aw;
mandating: iife ::term for re-
i eated convictions, there bad
tJeen: no: Siib hange::in
seiitencing.: : : _' : 1 ::

_ (: One ef he problems:'the com-
rhission faces is ahuge:category
Of Statules oniy Sttperficially

" d inal in: namr4:i The penal_
} law is not just ComPil_atidn of

such cotfimon law crimes aS
/ i0micide, arson; robbery, lar-
t cony, rapeand ithe like, but.a

COllection of hig y-specialiZed
' .dnd seldom prosecuted offenses.

£;$_mong some offenses Still on
th books are.ones makirig it a
dlgme to sell chic! s or ducklings
: der gv¢o months of age ;:in:
quantities of, less than six. to
pbSt an Lncorrect schedule of
fe rates, and for an Indian
on the Onondag' Reservation
to ch0p town ee'v ithout the
written cohsent of maj0rity
of the ribal chiefs. .....
:::'!Multiplied by'the numbers,"

Said the CommissiOn; ' "these
have dilute the basic materia!
of'the Loenal law and destroyed

( any semblanca of .orderl af-
ar " t:h °: "; ' " ? T

ran ,emen . : ,-: :
I ::Despite legalization of boxing
t iix 1920, the penal law stil!:re-

rains a provision marking crim-
. ai "a!l p'rize=fighting :and

vraious facets thereof.". This
S id the commis i6n, :"was
doubtless appropziate in the
biorfu! .days when Sullivaff and
6rbett jousted: ilelgally On

l arges he3r0nd the arm :of the
law." •' : -


