FROM:

Senator Hughes and I are plea:ed to announce that on
,behalf of the Commission we have introduced today, through
th'e.Rules Committees of the Senate and Assembly; bills pro-
g a completely revised Penal Law for New York.

wv.Ve are not seeking passuge of these measures at this
“Session; time is obvxouslv required for serious apprdqul of
the proposal and we expect-to hold a number of public hearines
during the year'to ahclt omment {rom the bench,
mLerestL_d gloups. ;
There has not bpen~,

other

bar and
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eat deal more than 4@
nd is in every sense,
;o‘ major substantive ch:
My own: statement be brief; for a -more exhaustive
Lomment I refer you to the 1964 Interim Reportof the Commis-
sion. -Additionally; we will have ready for distribution in a
“few weeks a detaxled r‘ommemarv on the provis the
Study Bill.
The organization is changed from what is presently. an
‘ ,alohabetxral orpartially alphabetical one to that of s category
system which we believe brings to the Penal Law an overall
pattern of ‘ogxc and clarity in the grouping of crimes.

We propese that over one-guarter of the Penal Law’s approx-
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thirty per cent be transferred fo other bodies of the Consolidated
Laws where. ‘hey rightly belong This does not necessarily:
mean that over twenty five “per cent of what are presentlx
‘crimes are eliminated, Buf rather, that a nember of crimes:are’
‘defined with greater pre sion and simplicity.  This does awa y
~with the kmd of approach where, for example, we have. tlft""
_four sections devoted to the ga"mhng area, whew six sections
§ oroposgd m the new Iaw adequatelv cavcr the mattc

Bneﬂv, thesc are some of ‘J;e mapo ‘b’stantiyve changes
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'lmatel§ twelve hundred sections be eliminated and that enothep; -

robbery and first degree forgery are all Class C felonies with a
minimum sentence of not more than five vears and & maximur
sentence of not more than fifteen years. All non-criminals
offenses are termed ° ‘violations”’

No m anamov'\ minimum ~,entences are prescribed except in
the case uf a seatence o life imprisonment. Control of the
length of t convicted individuak must spend in .prisen is
distributed the court, ’hm mstltunonal dutnorme and
the pa
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crime, with -m'.icida? intent
state required
nebulous

x le mentz
A man’s life no On;-;E‘l’ hangs upun the'technicali,
issue of whether he premeditated or deh‘)rrdxed

Changes are also made in the manslaughter provisions with &
lesser homicide offenses in
confused jumble of the m?nﬁlauchter crimes

view to prescribing meaningful,
contrast to the
presux.;} «Jctmec*

! i T?JQ, it is hopea w 111 bring about proqc- :
L("?x’i({l'iﬂ of many swindlers and confidence men
under the present law, cannot be reached. The value of
vostolen; which now H;:tmgu@he@ one.degree of larceny
enot her, has been mxsnc} Grand larceny in the present
/invelves the theft of property. worth more than sne hundred
dollars,” which . in the revision proposal has been increased to
two ‘mnored ifty-dollars:

5.) Several Change are-proposed in the amcle devoted to
sm\ ofxenxes one of the most significant being :the elimination
~a crime, of denate sexual acts between r\vo consenting
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6:9-A comolete revision of the whale gamblmg area has
been undertaken; with the fifty four complex and overly:detailed
sections now an the Id\‘ ‘!@rz down to-six; It s hom:d that

'wsl‘ ‘urm' Lt atiils

, es;
g general anphra ion
~ spelied out .vzt‘l conszdcrablc ‘precision and depth.
- far beyond, the. eyvztmg penal law
supcrhczfil thorts in tnﬂse dzrectwn

They: ga
, hm!ied and gencrc

, ise la suse of the lack of qmtm
'wa,u be Vresol ed b« thzs apandeﬁ POItio

) be found in-our scntcncmg sfructure ka‘ltd oh
‘new classification ‘of fxenaes., Felonies and
_are divided into classifications or ca ategores, five {or felonies
nd three for misdemeanors. The minimum and maximum limits
of sentences will be the same for each crime within'a given:
_category. For example, second degree uurg!an, second dﬂ'grce

Comt

heoa th-‘wugh revision

redit ot tnv o(hu Commission’
md Chief (‘ounsel; Denzer and - his Staff. :We have

sembled an outstandmg sroup of scholars in‘the ¢riminal law -
field who have produced.a aproposed’ Penal- Law for:our State

Qe%igﬂﬂ-d to meet the .equxremcnts of preqm- -day-society. 1

honesf s~ be hme the job has been well done: '

are aware that some of ‘our pr:x,),::u‘m
Ccmfro"ersx. This is meutable perhaps, in any
taking such as th

will ‘provoke
major under-
, involving the reswriting. of an ares the
law broad in'its Scope as isthe Penal'Law. The Cu’ﬂﬂ!l%\lﬂﬂ o
after pubnc,}euriwgs re-examine its positpon.on those:
of revision ta which up')osxﬂon 1S eupre and:make
propriate recommendations to-the Legislature: '

ised




