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TO MEMBERS o THTJ IEGISLATURE S o
Hearing on Proposed Changes in the Cruelty Sections of the Penal Codes

-

?\ I am the Reve Robert L. Seekins, Jre, Rectar of Trinity Church Lansingburgh,

"! in Troy, and I represent, as President of the group, an organization known as the

CITIZENS IEAS?UE FOR ANTMAL WELFARE (CLAW), an humane educabional and imwesbigative
prganization, comp?sed oi‘ members who are c:j.*t.izens oi""bhe State of I\Te_wir York in the
counties of Albary, Rensselaer, Schensctady; Colwibia, Fulbon, Warren, Saratoga, and
- Montgomery., |
Our group wishes to go on record ab this hearing as opposed ‘to changes in the
Penal Code as proposed by the American Law Institute or to any other changes which
would weaken fb]ixe existing code governing the handling of cruelty cases in this State.
~ In our epinion,' even the present layr is n?t strong enough to protect the Ainnocent and
the helpless creatureé te whon it applies, and ;ﬁ‘u:ther,_ We oppose any leg_islatj.qn wh;'nch
would make it any easier for medical researchérs or other laboratory users of animals
to pursue their present methods of operat:.ocn, as ‘the proposed changes sean o doe
- Our opinion that the present law sheuld be strengthened ra:ther 'bha.n weakened,
is re:mforced by an expemence w::bh t.he presen’c. law dur:mg July of this year, when it
“From Colenie '
was impossible o arrest or ’pm;:g to pr@sgcu@_;p‘:g a group of boys/whg violated the code,
ufter due w::wm.ng beforehand, by sending a mouSé to its death in a ‘hoq@wqe,,rpcket@m
Middieburghyh¥s Although this was witnessed by roughly 2000 per’son‘s;by% members of
the State Police and local constables, and others with avthority under the Penal Code
Methods of ?roqedure empowered o summon, arrest, and bring into a court of jurisdiction
for prosecution®, such as at 1eas*is 2 members of an accredi'bed humane -so&:ie‘by and an agenb
of the Humane Society of the United States and of the New York Humane Associabions and
although a complaint was :m due course f:.led by me for CLAW ask:.ng foz' the process of the
present law to be fulfilled, with a Justice in Middieburgh; yet no action was taken against
this patent violation by the Justice Court or the District Attorney of Schoharie County.
Since the dismissal of our complaint was made on grownds of "lack of sufficient evidence®
(in spite of the ‘above circumstances), any abtempb o modify'the present law to a point
where the law would depend on proving “intenitional' and “reckless" cruelw, would make
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any prosecution of -crueliy-cases-well-nigh impossible in this State, .If we camiob.get
prosecutions with a law which defines cruelfy-in such exzo berns .as the present lawy ,-.-
as Hem-yBurgh, 100 years ago, intended that the law should so state, it is very certain
in our opinions that we would get absolu‘bely no prosecu'biens at all fram a law which had
to prove what is in a person's mind when he coxmnn:bs an act of cruelty against an ammaloCD

iz o “&Lw‘%’ %ﬁoﬁ\mme much was made of this matter of tintent® in turning down
our abttempt to prosecute this cases ‘though we r:{ere‘ backed by the Stabte a;g:_l I\Ta,foloz}a.l
Humane Associations in our efforts, it would sppear that there is a .coziépiracy affot
in ‘this State to so weaken the law, by having to prove intent = a conspiracy that has gone
on long before this hearing was even thought o:f.‘- that no one would ever again be prosecuted
for cruelf treatment of amimals in New York State. This is not hearsays this is a matter
of our own exper:l.encea o |
Therefore, our group would join m.'hh all those who would :aot ‘change the
present law for a watered-down, weakened version, such as is proposed by the Anerican
Law Institute. We would rather be in favor of keeping the present Code inbact, wntil such
tine as the Legislature could meke the law easior fo prosecute anl wntil it might seb
up punishments in a new law which would fit tl}e;‘_cxﬁ;nes that are comni’afb‘eq against animals
in general and against animals in laboratories or other research and quasimscientific
experiments on animals, such)as._is now being carried out in connection with rocketry and
other children!s experiments, by unqualified persons, S B
We respectfully request tha'b 'bh:z.s Comnittee of the Legislature, hearing
this proposed change in the Penal Code, wm:ld nake every effort to keep out of the
Legislature and seek to defeat any propos %ﬁgc%ﬁé%%utﬁetﬁéiilﬁ%?w have a weakening
effect upon the PFEEBRE statement of cruelty contained in the existing Penal Code.
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It lS our op:.n:.on mtha-b had -bhere been -as- meh endence gnd as-many W:Ltnesses 'bo -2 murder
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as. 'bhere ‘were-to- the Middleburgh- cmelty case, ‘the ‘Persons involved would speedily have

been sentenced to ‘the electric chair for their crime,
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