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TO MEMBERS GF THE LEGISLATURE
Hearing on Proposed Changes in the Cruelty Sections of the Penal Code.

I am the Revo Robert L° Seeklns, Jro, Rect of Trinity Church Lansingburgh,

/ in Troy, and I represent, as President of the group an organization Imown as the

CITIZENS LEAGUE FOR AN L WELFARE (CLAW), an h mmne educational and inves%igative

organization, composed of members who are cztz ens of the State of Ne York in the

counties of Albaz Rensselaer Schenectady-Co! mbia Fulton Warren S atog% and

Montgomery.

Our group wishes to go on record at this hearing as opposed to changes in the

Penal Code as proposed by the American Law Institute or to amy ether changes which

would weaken the existing code governing the handling of cruelty cases in this State.

In our opinion even the present law is net strong enough to protect the innocent and

the helpless creatures to whom it applies and further, we oppose rely legislation which

would make it any easier for medical researchers or other laboratory users of animals

to pursue their present methods of operatio as the proposed Changes se m %0 do.

Our opinio that the present w should be strengthened ra her than weakened,

is reinforced by an experience with the present law during Ju3 of this ye s when i1

was impossible to arrest or bring to prosecution a group of boys/who violated the Code

kfter due warning beforehan by sen ing a mouse to its death in a h , _ rocket

Although this was witnessed by rough 2000 persons by_ me bers, of

the State Police and local constables, and others th authority under -hhe Penal Code
.... , ........ ! ...........

Methods of Procedure empowere to"sm mon arrest and bring into a c u of. jurisdiction

for prosecution", such as at least 2 members of an accredited humane society .... au an ent

of the Humane Society of the United States and of the New York HumansAssociation; an

although a complaint was in due course filed by me for CLAW asking for ...... the process of the

present law %0 be fulfilled, with a Justice in l iddleburgh; yet no action was taken against

this by the cQur . District Atto " of Scho , e

Since the dismissal of our complaint was ma on.grmmds Of"lack of s i fioient evider e"

(in s te of the above ciz mmst es), a t pt to modify the presentl.m¢ to a point

where the law would depen on pre d ,,intentional" au ,,reckless" cruelty, wouI make
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ar prosecution of craelty cases-well-nigh Impossible in.this State..If cannot,get

prosecutions wi a la which defines cz el in h ex t terms .as the present law .- ....

aS Heury Burghj I00 years ago, intended that the Im should so sbate it is very certain

in our opinio that we would get absolutely prosecutions at all fr u a law which had

. 
j 

u..- .-, , .-o , , . , much was made?f this rotter of "intent" u turning down

our attempt to prosecute this case, though ze were backed by the State National

Humane Associations in our efforts, it would appear that there is a cor piracy afoot

in 'this State to so weaken the law, by havimg toprove intent = a consPiracy that has gone

on long before this hearing was even thought o£ 
"- 

that no one would eve again be prosecuted

for crue treatme b of animals in New York State. This is not hears y this is a matter

of ourewne e e e.

Therefore, our g up would join _ all t se who uld not chaz e the

present law for a watered=down, weakened vereion, , such as is proposed by the American

Law Institute° We would rather be in favor of keeping the present Code intact tll such

time as the Legislature could make the i easier to prosecute and unti! it might set

up punishments in a new la which would fit the.crimes that are committed against animals
• ,.- ., .

in general and against animals in laboratories or other research sad qumsi cientific

experiments on animals, such as is now being ca. ie4 out in connection th rocketry sad

other children's ex?eriments by unqualified persons° .. . ..

l e respectfully reques that t s Oo ittee of the Legislature, hearing
...... j

this proposed change in the Penal Code, would ms e every effort to keep out of the......... 
br ?,;b into the Legislature 

"

Legislature an seek to defeat proposal/which .would tamper with or lucre a weakening

effect upon the statement of cruelty contained in the existing Pena! Code.
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It- is our opinion ,.that , had-. .there been.,as- ach evidence ..and..as . r r . ltnesses... ,to...a mu er

as.t_here..:. _. :to_ :the. d gh::c e!t ., case : .-persons involved,would speedi:]y have

been sentenced " the electric ch x• for their c .me,


