® e

7

FOR RELEASE IN THE MORNING PAPERS OF TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 1961
ROBERT L. MC MANUS, PRESS SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNOR

STATE OF NEW YORK
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER
AIBANY
April 6, 1961

MEMORANDUM filed with Senate Bill, Introductory Number 3640,
Print Number 4512, entitled:
#50 "AN ACT creating a temporary state commission
to revise and simplify the penal law

Chap. 346 : and the code of criminal procedure,
and making an appropriation therefor"

APPROVED
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This bill creates the Temporary State Commission on
Revision of the Penal Iaw and Criminal Code in accordance with a
recommendationumade in my Annual Message to the Legislature.

The purpose of the Commilssion is to consider revigion of
existing provisions, in thelr entirety, of the Penal Law and Code of
Criminal Procedure, The Commission is to prepare a modernized
version of these laws, eliminating the many unnecessary and archaic
substantive provisions, simplifying provisions grown confusing
through repeated amendment, improving substantive content and
simplifying court procedure to facilitate the disposition of criminal
cases,

Among the specific objectives to which the Commission is to
direct its attention are included:

- senténcing practices and the theory of punlshment in
criminal cases; '

-- adequate and equal representatlion for all accused;

-~ uniformity of procedures in courts throughout the State;
'—; insanity and other speclgl defenses in criminal cases;
- trial'costs;

- spgcial proceedings relating to commitment of persons
to various State institutions; and

jpoe the overall efficiency of police and court personnel,
In addition, problems of youth in the Courts and the possibility of
wailver of indictment in proper cases should be among the matters on
which the Commission will report.

The creétidn of this Temporary Commission will mark the
first step in filling the need which has long existed for an overall
revision of the Penal ILaw and Code of Criminal Procedure which have
undergone no major revision since 1881.

The bill, which takes effect July 1, 1961, 1s approved,

(Signed) NELSON A, ROCKEFELLER
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