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D ".'vEr -Insanity as a defense should bc

eliminated and the psychiatrist should be
take,: out of the courtroom, Dr. John

Mac,;onald, Denver psychiatrist, declared
i ere at the 40th annual convention ol the
(en{r:tl Neuropsychiatric Association."Fhis 

v,ould be in the best interest, of
,,ocictv and rehabilitation of the ,ick
'a:tn.'" Dr. Macdonald, director of inpa-

tien service at Colorado Psychopathic
l/ospita], said. "[.et's eliminate the defense

of m::anity, l.awyers will say it's uncon-

s itu!ional, but the moment you suggest
:mytl:mg the lawyers don't like they say
it'., tmconstitutional."

Yhe only sure thing about insanity trials
not . he remarked during a panel discus-
ion on 

"'Doubts 
and Misgivings About the

lnsa:fity Plea," is the expense of the pr -
ceedings.

"'When 
people can get off punishment

i y p;eading insanity, they will plead this
more often," he said. "It would bc un-
ft rtunate if we liberalized the rules and
turned our mental institutions into peni-
tentiaries." he said.

Dr. Macdonald proposed that when a
defendant chose, a jury should hear psy-
chiat ;c testimony concerning the accused
person's mental state at the time of the
crime.

It the defendant were found not crim-
m:dl,, )c pon+,lt te. the '+tare should be free
to +3,I,,1 punitive or therapeutic me'ts-
,,re,: : it +it-'termined best for both .'.he ,te-

/c.',dant and society, he said.


