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Chief Administrative Judge Announces Two  

New York City Criminal Court Appointments 
 

New York – Chief Administrative Judge A. Gail Prudenti today announced the appointments of 

Hon. Melissa C. Jackson as Administrative Judge of the Criminal Court of New York City and 

Hon. Alexander B. Jeong as Deputy Administrative Judge of the Court. In their new capacity, 

Judges Jackson and Jeong will be responsible for the oversight of one of the nation’s busiest 

courts, which has trial jurisdiction over misdemeanors and petty offenses and preliminary 

jurisdiction over felonies in New York City’s five boroughs. The appointments were made with 

the approval of Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman and in consultation with the Presiding Justices of 

the appropriate departments of the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court.   

 “Melissa Jackson has distinguished herself as a talented jurist and administrator, admired 

for her legal acumen, high ethical standards and unswerving commitment to the fair 

administration of justice. An esteemed member of New York City’s legal community and former 

supervising judge of New York County Criminal Court, she is eminently qualified to take on the 

challenges of this critical position,” said Judge Prudenti, adding, “Alexander Jeong exemplifies 

the qualities we expect of our judges. We are fortunate to benefit from his vast expertise, 

unassailable integrity and strong management skills. I welcome Judges Jackson and Jeong to 



their respective roles and am confident that the New York City Criminal Court will continue to 

thrive under their leadership.”    

 Judge Jackson was first appointed to New York City’s Criminal Court bench in 2003, re-

appointed to the Court in 2007 and subsequently named supervising judge of Criminal Court, 

New York County, a position she held from 2008 through 2012. She was designated an acting 

Supreme Court Justice in 2013 and assigned to New York County Supreme Court’s Criminal 

Term, where she will continue to maintain a calendar in addition to her new duties as 

Administrative Judge. Previously, Judge Jackson served as a deputy district attorney in Kings 

County. She is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania and Fordham University School of 

Law. 

 Judge Jeong joined the Unified Court System in 2005, upon his appointment to the New 

York City Criminal Court bench. He was re-appointed to the Court in 2010 and designated an 

acting Supreme Court Justice in 2012, assigned to the Supreme Court’s Criminal Term in 

Brooklyn. Prior to his ascension to the bench, he served the Office of the Kings County District 

Attorney for over a decade, most recently as a bureau chief in the Office’s Criminal Court 

Bureau. Judge Jeong earned his undergraduate degree from Colgate University and his Juris 

Doctor from George Washington University Law School.        

 The appointments are effective immediately. 
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