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Hon. Jeanette Ruiz Named Administrative Judge of NYC Family Court

New York — Chief Administrative Judge Lawrence K. Marks today announced the appointment
of Hon. Jeanette Ruiz as Administrative Judge of New York City Family Court. Judge Ruiz
succeeds Hon. Edwina Richardson-Mendelson, who will remain on the New York City Family
Court bench but will be vacating her position as Administrative Judge, having served in that
capacity with distinction since May 2009. The appointment, effective immediately, was made in
consultation with Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman and Presiding Justices Luis A. Gonzalez and
Randall T. Eng.

As Administrative Judge of New York City Family Court, Judge Ruiz will oversee the
daily operations of five courts — one in each of the City’s five boroughs — serving at-risk
children and families and handling some of the most difficult matters that come before the New
York State court system, including child neglect, child custody, juvenile delinquency and family
violence.

“Judge Ruiz is extremely qualified to assume this critical assignment. She is a talented
jurist and administrator with extensive knowledge and experience in family law and child
welfare issues. Her passion on these issues and deep commitment to public service make her an
ideal choice for this challenging role,” said Judge Marks. He added, “I extend my gratitude to
Judge Richardson-Mendelson for her dynamic leadership and contributions as Administrative

Judge of New York City Family Court over the past six and a half years, a period in which the



court system has operated under serious fiscal constraints. | am pleased that the New York City
Family Court will continue to benefit from her vast expertise.”

Hon. Jeanette Ruiz has been serving as Deputy Administrative Judge of the New York
City Family Court for the past year, as well as Supervising Judge of New York City Family
Court, Kings County, since 2012. Prior to her appointment as Supervising Judge, she presided
over juvenile delinquency, Persons in Need of Supervision (PINS) cases and child protective
matters, serving the Family Court in Brooklyn and the Bronx. She was initially appointed to the
New York City Civil Court in 2007 and subsequently appointed to the New York City Family
Court bench in 2008.

Judge Ruiz has over 20 years of experience in the area of child welfare. She is a former
social worker, litigator and city official who has served as General Counsel for Harlem Dowling
West Side Center for Children and Family Services, Assistant Corporation Counsel for New
York City, Assistant Commissioner for the New York City Department of Business Services,
and as both Deputy General Counsel and Deputy Commissioner for the Administration for
Children’s Services. Judge Ruiz has participated on various panels focused on family law issues
and has also been a presenter on family law topics at the New York State Judicial Institute. She
is a member of the New York State Family Court Advisory and Rules Committee, a board
member of the Latino Judges Association, and a member of the New York City Family Court
Judges Association and the New York State Family Court Judges Association. Judge Ruiz is a
graduate of Georgetown University Law Center and also holds a master’s degree from Columbia
University’s School of Social Work.
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