
Associated Press in Brussels

Belgium passes law extending euthanasia 
to children of all ages 
Parliament votes 86-44 in favour of including terminally ill 'unbearably suffering' children under 
euthanasia legislation 

Thursday 13 February 2014 14.16 EST

Belgian lawmakers have voted overwhelmingly to extend the country's euthanasia law 
to children under the age of 18. The 86-44 vote in the House of Representatives, on 
Thursday, with 12 abstentions, followed approval by the senate in December.

The law lifts Belgium's age restrictions on euthanasia and can sanction it where children 
have a terminal and incurable illness, are near death, and suffering "constant and 
unbearable physical" pain, and where parents and professionals agree to the choice.

The law was opposed by some Belgian paediatricians and the country's leading Roman 
Catholic cleric.

Page 1 of 3Belgium passes law extending euthanasia to children of all ages | World news | The Guard...

09/18/2017https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/feb/13/belgium-law-extends-euthanasia-childre...

This is a cache of https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/feb/13/belgium-law-extends-euthanasia-children-
all-ages as retrieved on Monday, September 18, 2017.



Since you’re here … 
… we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever but 
advertising revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news 
organisations, we haven’t put up a paywall – we want to keep our journalism as open as 
we can. So you can see why we need to ask for your help. The Guardian’s independent, 
investigative journalism takes a lot of time, money and hard work to produce. But we do 
it because we believe our perspective matters – because it might well be your 
perspective, too. 

I appreciate there not being a paywall: it is more democratic for the media to be available 
for all and not a commodity to be purchased by a few. I’m happy to make a contribution 
so others with less means still have access to information. Thomasine F-R. 

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would 
be much more secure. 
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The law will come into effect when signed by Belgium's monarch, King Philippe, who is 
not expected to oppose the measure.

The decision to proceed with each proposal of euthanasia will also have be agreed by a 
treating physician and an outsider brought in to give a second opinion.

Children will have to be interviewed by a paediatric psychiatrist or psychologist, who 
must determine that the child possesses "the capacity of discernment", and then certify 
that in writing.

The child's physician must meet the parents or legal representatives to inform them of 
the outcome of the consultation and ensure they are in agreement with the child's 
decision. The request for euthanasia, as well as the agreement by parents or legal 
representatives, must be delivered in writing, and the child and family must be given 
psychological care if wanted.

Gerlant van Berlaer, a paediatric critical care specialist at University Hospital Brussels, 
suggested that any steps towards euthanasia could take weeks or months.

A federal commission, half of whose 16 members are medical doctors, was created by 
the euthanasia law passed in 2002 to examine all cases of euthanasia in Belgium and to 
ensure the procedures established were respected.
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