ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER OF THE
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE OF THE COURTS

Pursuant to the authority vested in me, and upon consultation with the Administrative
Board of the Courts, and with the approval of the Court of Appeals of the State of New York,
I hereby amend, effective immediately, sections 100.3(C)(3) and 100.3(E)(1) of the Chief
Administrator's Rules Governing Judicial Conduct, relating to degrees of relationship, to read
as follows:

§ 100.3 A Judge Shall Perform the Duties of Judicial Office
Impartially and Diligently

*

*

*

(C) Administrative Responsibilities
*

*

*

(3) A judge shall not make unnecessary appointments. A judge shall exercise
the power of appointment impartially and on the basis of merit. A judge shall avoid nepotism
and favoritism. A judge shall not approve compensation of appointees beyond the fair value
of services rendered. A judge shall not appoint or vote for the appointment of any person as
a member of the judge's staff or that of the court of which the judge is a member, or as an
appointee in a judicial proceeding, who is a relative within the [sixth] fourth degree of
relationship of either the judge or the judge's spouse or the spouse of such a person. A judge
shall refrain from recommending a relative within the [sixth] fourth degree of relationship
of either the judge or the judge's spouse or the spouse of such person for appointment or
employment to another judge serving in the same court. A judge also shall comply with the

requirements of Part 8 of the Rules of the Chief Judge (22 NYCRR Part 8) relating to the
Appointment of relatives of judges. Nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit appointment of
the spouse of the town or village justice, or other member of such justice's household, as
clerk of the town or village court in which such justice sits, provided that the justice obtains
the prior approval of the Chief Administrator of the Courts, which may be given upon a
showing of good cause.

*

*

*

(E) Disqualification

(1) A judge shall disqualify himself or herself in a proceeding in which the
judge's impartiality might reasonably be questioned, including but not limited to instances
where:

*

*

*

(d) the judge knows that the judge or the judge's spouse, or a person
known by the judge to be within the sixth degree of relationship to either of them, or the
spouse of such a person:

(i) is a party to the proceeding;
(ii) is an officer, director or trustee of a party;
(iii) has an interest that could be substantially affected
by the proceeding
[(iv) is likely to be a material witness in the proceeding;]

(e) the judge knows that the judge or the judge's spouse, or a person
known by the judge to be within the fourth degree of relationship to either of them, or the
spouse of such a person, in acting as a lawyer in the proceeding or is likely to be a material
witness in the proceeding.
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