ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER OF THE
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE OF THE COURTS

Pursuant to the authority vested in me, and upon consultation with the Administrative
Board of the Courts, and with the approval of the Court of Appeals of the State of New York,
I hereby amend, effective immediately, Part 100 of the Chief Administrator's Rules
Governing Judicial Conduct, relating to judicial campaign conduct and other judicial
conduct, to read as follows:

PART 100. JUDICIAL CONDUCT

*

*

*

§ 100.0 Terminology
The following terms used in this Part are defined as follows:

*

*

*

(R) "Impartiality" denotes absence of bias or prejudice in favor of, or against,
particular parties or classes of parties, as well as maintaining an open mind in considering
issues that may come before the judge.

(S) An "independent" judiciary is one free of outside influences or control.

(T) "Integrity" denotes probity, fairness, honesty, uprightness and soundness of
character. "Integrity" also includes a firm adherence to this Part or its standard of values.

(U) A "pending proceeding" is one that has begun but not yet reached its final
disposition.

(V) An "impending proceeding" is one that is reasonably foreseeable but has not yet
been commenced.
*

*

*

§ 100.3 A Judge Shall Perform the Duties of Judicial Office
Impartially and diligently

*

*

*

*

*

(B) Adjudicative responsibilities

*

(9) A judge shall not:
(a) make pledges or promises of conduct in office that are inconsistent with the
impartial performance of the adjudicative duties of the office;
(b) with respect to cases, controversies or issues that are likely to come before
the court, make commitments that are inconsistent with the impartial performance of the
adjudicative duties of the office.

[(9)](10) A judge shall not commend or criticize jurors for their verdict other than in
a court order or opinion in a proceeding, but may express appreciation to jurors for their
service to the judicial system and the community.

[(10)] (11) A judge shall not disclose or use, for any purpose unrelated to judicial
duties, nonpublic information acquired in a judicial capacity.

*

*

*

(E) Disqualification
(1) A judge shall disqualify himself or herself in a proceeding in which the judge's
impartiality might reasonably be questioned, including but not limited to instances where:

*

*

*

(f) the judge, while a judge or while a candidate for judicial office, has made
a pledge or promise of conduct in office that is inconsistent with the impartial performance
of the adjudicative duties of the office or has made a public statement not in the judge's
adjudicative capacity that commits the judge with respect to
(i) an issue in the proceeding; or
(ii) the parties or controversy in the proceeding.

[(f)](g) notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraphs (c) and (d) above, if
a judge would be disqualified because of the appearance or discovery, after the matter was
assigned to the judge, that the judge individually or as fiduciary, the judge's spouse, or a
minor child residing in his or her household has an economic interest in a party to the
proceeding, disqualification is not required if the judge, spouse or minor child, as the case
may be, divests himself or herself of the interest that provides the grounds for the
disqualification.
*

*

*

§ 100.5 A Judge or Candidate for Elective Judicial Office Shall
Refrain from Inappropriate Political Activity
(A) Incumbent Judges and Others Remaining for Public Election
To Judicial Office.

*

*

*

(2) A judge or non-judge who is a candidate for public election to judicial office may
participate in his or her own campaign for judicial office as provided in this section and may
contribute to his or her own campaign as permitted under the Election Law. During the
Window Period as defined in subdivision (Q) of section 100.0 of this Part, a judge or nonjudge who is a candidate for public election to judicial office, except as prohibited by law,
may:

*

*

*

(v) purchase two tickets to, and attend, politically sponsored dinners and other
functions, [even where the cost of the ticket to such dinner or other function exceeds the
proportionate cost of the dinner or function.] provided that the cost of the ticket to such
dinner or other function shall not exceed the proportionate cost of the dinner or function.
The cost of the ticket shall be deemed to constitute the proportionate cost of the dinner or
function if the cost of the ticket is $250 or less. A candidate may not pay more than $250 for
a ticket unless he or she obtains a statement from the sponsor of the dinner or function that
the amount paid represents the proportionate cost of the dinner or function.

*

*

*

(4) A judge or a non-judge who is a candidate for public election to judicial office:
(a) shall maintain the dignity appropriate to judicial office and act in a manner
consistent with the impartiality, integrity and independence of the judiciary, and shall
encourage members of the candidate's family to adhere to the same standards of political
conduct in support of the candidate as apply to the candidate;

*

(d) shall not:

*

*

(i) make pledges or promises of conduct in office [other than] that are
inconsistent with the [faithful and] impartial performance of the adjudicative duties of the
office;
(ii) [make statements that commit or appear to commit the candidate]
with respect to cases, controversies or issues that are likely to come before the court, make
commitments that are inconsistent with the impartial performance of the adjudicative duties
of the office;
*

*

*

(f) shall complete an education program, either in person or by videotape or by
internet correspondence course, developed or approved by the Chief Administrator or his or
her designee within 30 days after receiving the nomination or 90 days prior to receiving the
nomination for judicial office. The date of nomination for candidates running in a primary
election shall be the date upon which the candidate files a designating petition with the Board
of Elections. This provision shall apply to all candidates for elective judicial office in the
Unified Court System except for town and village justices.
*

*

*

(6) A judge or a non-judge who is a candidate for public election to judicial office
may not permit the use of campaign contributions or personal funds to pay for campaignrelated goods or services for which fair value was not received.

(7) Independent Judicial Election Qualifications Commissions, created pursuant to
Part 150 of the Rules of the Chief Administrator of the Courts, shall evaluate candidates for
elected judicial office, other than justice of a town or village court.

*

*

*

§ 100.6 Application of the Rules of Judicial Conduct

*

*

*

(E) Relationship to Code of Judicial Conduct. To the extent that any provision of
the Code of Judicial Conduct as adopted by the New York State Bar Association is
inconsistent with any of these rules, these rules shall prevail [, except that these rules shall
apply to a non-judge candidate for elective judicial office only to the extent that they are
adopted by the New York State Bar Association in the Code of Judicial Conduct].

__________________________________
Chief Administrative Judge of the Courts
Dated:
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