
Stars Shine at Juror 
Appreciation Day
Late night host Jimmy Fallon 

broke into an expansive chorus of 

“I Believe I Can Fly;” news anchor

Connie Chung recounted the tale 

of her broken ankle, the result of 

a recent fall in a pothole in Central

Park; actress Juliana Margulies remembered her grand-

mother, one of the first women to graduate from law

school in New York in 1924. All are New Yorkers and had

been summoned for jury duty in the past year.
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E-Filing—The Future is Here
Up half a flight of stairs, sequestered

behind the Motion Support Office in

Manhattan’s Supreme Court building

on Centre Street, is a small office

that is helping to revolutionize the

way court cases are filed in New York State. Headed by

Jeffrey Carucci, statewide coordinator for electronic filing,

and supported by five clerks, the E-filing Resource Center

works to deliver a user-friendly, efficient online case filing

system, while troubleshooting daily calls and emails from

attorneys and court users statewide.
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National Adoption Day Brings
New Families Together
Family Court Judge Martha Walsh

Hood presided over the celebration

of National Adoption Day at the

Onondaga Family Court in upstate

New York on November 20th.  On

one morning, adoptions of 54 

children from ten months to 18 years

old were finalized by ten judges. 
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On the Job: Court Reporters 
They sit in front of a small machine

and type with a rapidity that is daunt-

ing. They generally remain 

impassive no matter what they hear.

Although they may appear to be part

of the scenery, court reporters are

among the most important 

players in a courtroom—creating the

official record of all court and legal proceedings.
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Court Celebrations
One of the “everyday people” who

paved the path for many who have

come after him, recently retired Chief

Clerk William Etheridge was honored

in a stirring tribute at the Supreme

Court rotunda at 60 Centre Street. It

was one of the many celebrations

held in New York State’s courts com-

memorating Black History Month.
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Mediation Settlement: 
An Alternative Solution
“Litigants who go through mediation

leave our courts feeling satisfied 

because they have helped to shape

their own settlements,” said Fern

Fisher, Deputy Chief Administrative

Judge for New York City Courts.
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