
JOINT ORDER OF TIIE DEPARTMENTS OF TIIE NEW YORK STATE SUPREME
COIIRT, APPELLATE DTVISION

The Judicial Departments of the Appellate Division of the New York State Supreme

Court, pursuant to the authority vested in them, do hereby amend Part 1200, Rule 7.5 (Rules of
Professional Conduct) of Title 22 of the Offrcial Compilation of the Codes, Rules, and

Regulations ofthe State ofNew Yorh as follows, effective immediately (deletions in
strikethrough, additions underlined).

Rule 7.5: Professional Notices, Letterheads and SigrsNames

(a) A lawyer or law firm may use internet web sites, pnrfessional cards, professional announcement
cards, office signs, letterheads, or similar professional notices or devices, provided the same do
not violate these Rules or any statute or court rule.
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OXI) A lawyer or law firm in private practice shall not practice under;
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O a filse. deceptive. or misleading trade name:

fiii) a name that is misleading as to the identity of the lawyer or lawyers
practicing under such name.

(i) Such terms as slegalelini6-, "legal aid," "legal service officg" "legal assistance
office," "defender office." and the like may be used only by bona fide legal
assistance organizations.

(!.!) A law firm name. trade name. or domain name mav not include the terms "non-

aoolicable law.

nonlawyer in its firm name.

permitted bI, law.
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0') The name of a limited liabilitv company or limited liability partnership shall
contain "LLC." "LLP" or such symbols permitted b),law.

O!L(+A lawyer or law firm may utilize a telephone number v*i€h that contains
a trade name. domain name, nickname, moniker, or motto that does not otherwise
violate these Rules.

(3) A
m€*,+ lawyer or law firm that has a contractual relationship with a nonlegal professional
or nonlegal professional service firm pursuant to Rule 5.8 to provide legal and other
professional services on a systematic and continuing basis may not include in its firm name
the name of the nonlegal professional service firm or any individual nonlegal professional
affrliated therewith.

(4) A lawyer who assumes a judicial, legislative or public executive or administrative post
or office shall not permit the lawyer's name to remain in the name of a law firm or to be

used in professional notices of the firm during any significant period in which the lawyer
is not actively and regularly practicing law as a member ofthe firm and, during such period,
other members of the firm shall not use the lawyer's name in the firm name or in
professional notices of the firm.

(c) Lawyers shall not hold themselves out as having a partnership with one or more other lawyers
unless they are in fact partners.

(d) A partnership shall not be formed or continued between or among lawyers licensed in different
jurisdictions unless all enumerations of the me'rnbers and associates of the firm on its letterhead
and in other permissible listings make clear the jurisdictional limitations on those members and
associates of the firm not licensed to practice in all listed jurisdictions; however, the same firm
name may be used in each jurisdiction.
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Hon, Rolando T. Acosta
Presiding Justice
First Judicial Departsnent

Hon. Alan D. Scheinkman
Presiding Justice
Second Judicial Department

Date: JuneQ 2020

Hon. Garry
Presiding Justice
Third Judicial Department

Hon. Gerald J
Presiding J

Fourth J
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