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Application Programming Interface (API)

Common Examples:

● Address Verification

● Google Maps

● Third Party Payment/Login



Mallory Curran

● Consultant focused on 

legal services, medical-

legal partnership, & 

technology.



API Example:
Using NYC Open 
Data to benefit 
tenants & 
advocates







NYC Housing Data Available via API

● Housing maintenance code violations (“Violations”)

● Multiple dwelling registrations (MDR)

● Housing Preservation & Development (HPD) Litigation
○ including tenant actions, heat & hot water actions, false certification of non-

lead

● Previous evictions (actual evictions, not eviction filings)

● Vacate orders



Previous Phases of the NYC Housing API project

● Connection with Who Owns What

● Pulling data available into case notes











Current Phase of the NYC Housing API project

● Limitations of Previous phases

○ Super helpful

○ But advocates requested that the data populate structured 

data points (“fields”) in LegalServer

■ Easier viewing / comprehension

■ Ability to run reports 

● Current Phase: pull in data and maintain the capacity to update 

it over time











Jonathan Pyle

● Contract Performance Officer at 

Philadelphia Legal Assistance

● Open-source software developer: 

https://docassemble.org



API Example:
Adding 
documents to a 
case file























API example:
Summarizing 
information in a 
case note











API example:
Phone system 
integration











API example:
Getting a link to a 
pre-populated 
docassemble 
interview











Contact

Jonathan Pyle

Philadelphia Legal Assistance

718 Arch Street, Suite 300N

Philadelphia, PA 19106

jpyle@philalegal.org

215-981-3843



API Example:
“Closed Loop” 
Referral System 
for MLPs
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Phase I:
Screening for 
Unmet Legal Needs
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Phase II:
Making Referrals 
from the Electronic 
Health Record
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MLPLasso           Ted                  
Kansas City

Name:  Ted James Lasso

SSN:  0907

Address:  14257 Shawnee 

Mission Pwy Kansas City, KS 

89322

Phone:  (515) 598-2093

Phone Alt:

DoB:  9/18/1975

Email:  

diamond_dogs@gmail.com

Mr. Ted James Lasso
SSN:  0907
DoB:  9/18/1975

Phonetic Matches(1)
1. Ted 
Lasser

SSN:  
5300 

DoB: 
1/7/1970
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Phase III:
Closing the Loop on 
Referrals
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History View
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Insomnia - https://insomnia.rest/products/insomnia

Big List of Free APIs - https://mixedanalytics.com/blog/list-

actually-free-open-no-auth-needed-apis/

LegalServer - https://apidocs.legalserver.org/

Resources



Mallory Curran, Principal, Mallory Curran Consulting
mallory@mallorycurran.com

Jonathan Pyle, Contract Performance Officer, Philadelphia 
Legal Assistance

jpyle@philalegal.org

Christopher Schwartz, Community Empowerment Advisor, 
LegalServer

cschwartz@legalserver.org

Thanks for joining us today!


