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Debuted in 2007…

● Nancy Pelosi was elected as the first female Speaker of the House

● The first iPhone was released for sale

● The Sopranos’ final episode

● Bob Barker hosted his final episode of The Price is Right

● Weren’t even called DIY Forms yet!

● The first programs were for NYC Civil Court: Tenant answer, Adult 

name change petition, and Landlord nonpayment petition 

● 1,459 assemblies



Since then…

● 16 generations and 38 models of the iPhone

● Drew Carey hosts The Price is Right

● 21 DIY Forms programs

● DIY programs for name change, landlord/tenant, divorce, small 

estate, guardianship, support, custody, foreclosure, consumer 

debt, and paternity

● DIY programs for every court (except for criminal), including Town 

and Village Courts

● Over 1.5 million assemblies 



Document Assembly Basics



DIY Forms Basics

Who: Unrepresented litigants, advocates, legal services organizations, 

government agencies

What: Written court papers

When: Available 24/7

Where: http://nycourthelp.gov

How: Internet access - computer, tablet, phone

http://nycourthelp.gov


DIY Forms Program Walk-through

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1folCB7qNFcBTbb9IQhHbpqEK5gLWz5Kp/view


Adult Name Change Petition



Top 3 Benefits of DIY Forms

1. DIY Forms demystifies the court process

1. DIY Forms are a resource for attorneys and advocates

1. DIY Forms produce a prima facie legally sufficient document



The Impact of the New York DIY 
forms



User Testimonials

"Helpful during this difficult time emotionally and financially."
Submitted March 18, 2016; Niagara County Surrogate's Court
Small Estate Program

"Very user friendly and worth using."
Submitted November 2, 2019; Suffolk County Family Court
Support Modification/Violation Petition Program

"Court forms can be very confusing and hard to fill out by yourself. 
Thank you for having this program to help."
Submitted on April 30, 2018; Yates County Family Court
Custody Modification Program

"All forms should have a DIY Form program option. It saves a lot of 
time and there are no errors. It also saves a second trip to the court."
Submitted May 13, 2015; Kings County Civil Court
NYC Minor Name Change Program







457,121!!





Questions?


