
JOINT ORDER OF THE DEPARTMENTS OF THE
NEW YORK STATE SUPREME COURT, APPELLATE DIVISION

The Judicial Departments of the Appellate Division of the New York State Supreme
Court, pursuant to the authority vested in them, do hereby amend Part 1200, Rules 1,0, 7.1, 7.3
and 7.4 (Rules of Professional Conduct) of Title 22 of the Official Compilation of the Codes,
Rules, and Regulations of the State of New York, as follows, effective June I, 2026 (deletions in
strikethrough, and additions underlined).

Rule L0 of the Rules of Professional Conduct is amended to delete paragraphs (a) and
(c), and those paragraphs are reserved as follows (deletions in strikethrough, and additions
underscored):

Rule 1.0. Terminology

Which is for the retention-ef the-lawyer-er law firm.. It does not include-communieations to
existing-clientss-or-otherlawyers.

A it A A

electronic mail, banner advertisements, pop up and-pep under advertisements-,-ehatrooms, list
servers, instant messaging or other internet presences, and any attachments or links related
thereto.

A if A it it

Rule 7.1 of the Rules of Professional Conduct is deleted in its entirety and is replaced
with a new Rule7.1 as follows (deletions in strikethrough and additions underscored).•

Rule 7,L Advertising

-(a) A-lawyer- or- llaw-firm-shall-not-use-or-disseminateorparticipate in the use or

(1) contains statements or claims that are false, deceptive or misleading; or
(2) violates a Rule;

(b) Subjectto the provisions of paragraph (a), an advertisement may information
as-ter
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admission to any bar; areas of the law in which
these Rules; public offices-and teaching positions held;publications of law related matters
authored bythe lawyer; memberships in-bar-associations or other professional societies or
organizations, including offices and committee assignments-therein; foreign'language-fluency;-

or-law firm or- by an entity-owned and controlled-by-the-lawyer-or law firm; the existence-of

accompanied by a statement disclosing the information required by-paragraph (p);range of fee
for legal and nonlegal services, provided that therebe availableto the public-free of charge a

disclosing that the person-is-being compensated therefor;
the portrayal or ficticious law firm, th

law firm ifthat-is-not the case;-
(3)-use-actors to portray a judge,- the lawyer, membersof the law firm;-or-clients;-or

(1) its dissemination does not violate paragraph (a)

advertisement ispublished or disseminated;
(3) it-is-accompanied by the following disclaimer: “Prior-results do not guarantee-a

similar-outcome"-and
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advertisement; in a directory.newspaper, magazine or other periodical (and any web sites related
theretq);or-made in-person pursuant to Rule-7.3(a)(l);- shall be-labeled “Attorney Advertising-
on-the first page, or on the home page in the case-of aweb-site-. If the communication is-in-the
form of o self mailing brochure or postcard the words “Attorney Advertising* shall Appear
therein. In the-ease of electronic mail; the subject line shall contain the notation

number of the-lawyer or law firm whose-services are being offered.

spoken aloud; In the case of a web site, the- required words-or statements-shall appear on the
home page?

(j) A lawyer or law firm-advertising any fixed-fee for specified legal-services shall-,--at the
publication, have available to the public a written statement clearly describing the

scope of each advertised service-,-which statement shall be available to the. client- at-the time of
retainer for any such service.-Such legal services shall include-all those services-that- are

meaningful and extensive content-change;-but- in no event-less-frequenfly-than once-every 90

(k)All-advetisements-shall-be pre-approved by the lawyer or law finm-and a copy shall
be-retained for a period-of-not less than-three years-following -its initial dissemination. Any

(1) If a lawyer or law-firm advertises a range-ef-fees or an hourly rate for-services, the

fee-sehedule, the-lawyer or law firm shall not oharge more than the fixed fee for such stated legal
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shall comply with the provisions of Judiciary Law § 488(3).

^-A-lawyer-may accept employmentthat-resute#om participation-in activities designed

���Without affecting-the right to accept-employment, a lawyer-mayspeak publicly or

advice

Rule 7.1. Communications Concerning a Lawyer’s Services

(a) A lawyer shall not make a false or misleading communication about the lawyer or the
lawyer’s services, A communication is false or misleading if it contains a material
misrepresentation of fact or law, or omits a fact necessary to make the statement considered as a
whole not materially misleading.

(b) A lawyer may communicate information regarding the lawyer’s services through any
media.

(c) A lawyer shall not state or imply that a lawyer is certified as a specialist in a particular
field of law, unless:

(1) the lawyer has been certified as a specialist by an organization that has been approved
by an appropriate authority of the state or the District of Columbia or a U.S. Territory or that has
been accredited by the American Bar Association; and

(2) the name of the certifying organization is clearly identified in the communication.
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(d) Any communication made under this Rule must include the name and contact
information of at least one lawyer or law firm responsible for its content.

Rule 7.3 of the Rules of Professional Conduct is deleted in its entirety and is replaced
with a new Rule 7.3 as follows (deletions in strikethrough and additions underscored):

(a) A lawyer shall-not engagein-solicitation:

communication-unless-the rrecipientis a close-friend relative-, former-client or eexistingclient; or

(i) the communication-or-contact violates^ Rule 7.1(a) or-paragraph(e) of

(ii) the-reeipient has madeknown to-the-lawyera desirenottobe solicited by the
lawyer;

(iii)-the solicitation involves coercion, duress or-harassment;

emotional or mental-state-of-therecipient makes it unlikely that the recipient will-be-able

(v) the lawyer intends or expects, but does not disclose, that the legal services

lawyer who is-not-affiliated with-the-soliciting-lawyer as a-partner, associate or of
counsel.

behalf of a lawyer or-law-firm that is directed to,-er targeted-at-a-speoific recipient orgroup-ef
rrecipients, or their family members-or-legal representatives,-the primary purpose of which is the
retentionof the-lawyer or law firm, and a significant motive for-which is pecuniarygain.It-does
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existingclient;

eecurrence-or-by an identifiable prospective'defendant; or

by-Rule7.5(a).-

(d)A written solioitatien shall-not besent by a method-that requieres therecipient to travel

injury or wrongful death shall bedisseminated, before the 30th day after the dateef the incident^
unless a filing-must be-made-within 30 days of the ineident asa-legal-prerequisite to the

(g-) If a retaineragreement-is-provided with any-solicitation;-the top-oi-each page shall be
marked “SAMPLE” in red ink in a-lypc size equal to the lorgcst type size used in the agreement
and the words “DONOT-SIGN-shahappear on-the client signature line;-

Rule 7.3. Solicitation of Clients

(a) “Solicitation” or “solicit” denotes a communication initiated by or on behalf of a
lawyer or law firm that is directed to a specific person the lawyer knows or reasonably should
know needs legal services in a particular matter and that offers to provide, or reasonably can be
understood as offering to provide, legal services for that matter..

(b) A lawyer shall not solicit professional employment by live person-to-person contact
when a significant motive for the lawyer’s doing so is the lawyer’s or law firm’s pecuniary gain.
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unless the contact is with a:
(1) a lawyer:
(2) a person who has a family, close personal, or prior business or professional

relationship with the lawyer or law firm: or
(3) a person who routinely uses for business purposes the type of legal services offered

by the lawyer.

(c) A lawyer shall not solicit professional employment even when not otherwise
prohibited by paragraph (a), if:

(1) the target of the solicitation has made known to the lawyer a desire not to be solicited
by the lawyer: or

(2) the solicitation involves coercion, duress or harassment.

(d) This Rule does not prohibit communications authorized by law or ordered by a court
or other tribunal.

(e) Notwithstanding the prohibitions in this Rule, a lawyer may participate with a prepaid
or group legal service plan operated by an organization not owned or directed by the lawyer that
uses live person-to-person contact to enroll members or sell subscriptions for the plan from
persons who are not known to need legal services in a particular matter covered by the plan.

Rule 7.4 of the Rules of Professional Conduct is deleted in its entirety and that
section is reserved as follows (deletions in strikethrough, and additions underscored):

Rule 7.4. [Reserved.1 IdeHtifieationefPraeticeand-Speeialty
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Dated: May 47,2026

Presiding Justice
F irst Judicial Department

Hon. Elizabeth A. Garry
Presiding Justice
Third Judicial Department

Hon. Hector D. LaSalle
Presiding Justice
Second Judicial Department

Hon. Gerald J. )Vhalen
Presiding Justice
Fourth Judicial Department


