JOINT ORDER OF THE DEPARTMENTS OF THE
NEW YORK STATE SUPREME COURT, APPELLATE DIVISION

The Judicial Departments of the Appellate Division of the New York State Supreme
Court, pursuant to the authority vested in them, do hereby amend Part 1200, Rules 1.0, 7.1, 7.3
and 7.4 (Rules of Professional Conduct) of Title 22 of the Official Compilation of the Codes,
Rules, and Regulations of the State of New York, as follows, effective June 1, 2026 (deletions in

smkefhfeagh and additions underlined).

Rule 1.0 of the Rules of Professional Conduct is amended to delete paragraphs (a) and
(c), and thosé paragraphs are reserved das follows (deletions in strikethrough, and additions

unilerscored):

Raile 1.0, Terminology

Rule 7.1 of the Rules of Professional Conduct is deleted in its entirety and is replaced.
with @ new Rule 7.1 as follows (deletions in strikethroagh, and additions.ynders‘eored):










Rule 7.1, Communications Concerning a Lawyer’s Services

(2) A lawyer shall not make a false or misleading communication about the lawyer or the
lawyer’s services. A communication is false or misleading if it contains 2 material

misfegresentation of fact or law, or omits a fact necessary to make the statement ¢onsidered as a
whole not materially misleading.
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(c) A lawyer shall not state or imply that a lawyer is certified as a specialist in a particular

field of law, unless:
- (1) the lawyer has been certified as a specialist by an organization that has been approved
by dn appropriate authority of the state or the District of Columbia or a U.S. Teiritory or that has

been accredited by the American Bar'Association; and '
(2) the name of the certifying oreanization is ¢cledrly identified in the communication,




(d) Any communication made under this Ru‘le- must_include the name and contact
information of at least one lawyer or law firm responsible for _its.content..

Rule 7.3 of the Rules of Professional Conduct is deleted in its entirety and is replaced
with a new Rule 7.3 as follows (deletions in strikethrough, and additions underscored):




Rule 7.3, Solicitation of Clients

(a) “Solicitation™ or “solicit” denotes a communication initiated by or on behalf ofa
lawyer or law firm that is directed to a specific person the lawyer knows or reasonably should
know needs legal services in a particular matter and that offers to provide, or reasonably can be
understood as offering to provide, legal services for that matter.

(b) A lawyer shall not solicit professional employment by live person-to-person contact
when a significant motive for the lawyer’s doing so is the lawyer’s or law firm’s pecuniary gain,




unless.the contact is with a:

(1) a lawyer;

(2) a person who has a family, close personal. or prior business or professional
relationship with the lawyer or law firm; or _

(3) a person who routinely uses for business purposes the type of legal services offered
by the lawver:

(c) A lawyer shall not solicit professional employment even when not otherwise
prohibited by paragraph (a), if: )
(1) the target of the solicitation has made known to the lawyer a desire not fo be solicited

by the lawyer: ot
{2) the solicitation involves coercion, duress or harassment.

d) This Rule does not prohibit communications authorized by law or ordeted by a court
~or other tribunal.

or group legal service plan operated by an organization not owned or directéd by the lawyer that

uses live person-to-person contact to enroll members or sell subscriptions for the plan from
persons who are not known to need legal services in a particular matter covered by the plan.

Rule 7.4 of the Rules of Professional Conduct-is deleted in its entirety and that
section-is reserved as follows (deletions in strikethrough; and additions underscored):

Rule 7.4. [Reserved.] Identifieation-of Practice-and-Speeialty




Dated: May 27,2026
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