STATEWIDE LAW GUARDIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

SUMMARY OF RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ATTORNEY FOR THE CHILD

While the activities of the attorney for the child will vary with the circumstances of each client
and proceeding, in general those activities will include, but not be limited to, the following:

(1) Commence representation of the child promptly upon being notified of the
appointment;

(2) Contact, interview and provide initial services to the child at the earliest
practical opportunity, and prior to the first court appearance when feasible;

(3) Consult with and advise the child regularly concerning the course of the
proceeding, maintain contact with the child so as to be aware of and respond to the
child's concerns and significant changes in the child’s circumstances, and remain
accessible to the child;

(4) Conduct a full factual investigation and become familiar with all information
and documents relevant to representation of the child. To that end, the lawyer for the
child shall retain and consult with all experts necessary to assist in the representation of
the child.

(5) Evaluate the legal remedies and services available to the child and pursue
appropriate strategies for achieving case objectives;

(6) Appear at and participate actively in proceedings pertaining to the child;

(7) Remain accessible to the child and other appropriate individuals and agencies
to monitor implementation of the dispositional and permanency orders, and seek
intervention of the court to assure compliance with those orders or otherwise protect the
interests of the child, while those orders are in effect; and

(8) Evaluate and pursue appellate remedies available to the child, including the
expedited relief provided by statute, and participate actively in any appellate litigation
pertaining to the child that is initiated by another party, unless the Appellate Division
grants the application of the attorney for the child for appointment of a different attorney

to represent the child on appeal.
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