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Over the years, the courtroom suiPreredh numenrus 
dmdstions, feDd& difs ~ ~ t p ,  abignedto showcase 
the talents afadirect Isaac Perry and the pride afB.roome 
Cbmtg io its goywmental Mtuh'ons, a mere shadow of 
irs ol..igaal ~tyandspleador.  

for generations to come. 



IX. Dedication of Pertrait o fbn .  Rosart W. Coatnu& JSC (Eet.) 

X. B i b b o m ~ ~ y :  
Jeffiakam, Judge Rose, Judge OkamSYlm, Sen. i2.boV.T &JUdgfX 



The aecolld floor Supreme Cowtmom of tbe Broome 
County Courthouse was completed ki October 1898. Tho 
B-e County Board of Superoisora accepted the new 
Courthwse on Qctober 12.1898. Isaac Ferrv we& the 
architect and Miles & was the con&r. This is the 
Mth courthouse constructed for the people of Brooine 
Coantyandthc~sttu~buittonthcsamcsitc?.  An 
open house was bold for the public on Saturday even&& 
November 12, 1898, to commemorate its wmpletion. For 
three hours, from 7:OO p.m. until 10:aO pm., men, wamtn, 
boys and &s visited all the rooms in the oourthouse, &om 
the baeement to the third floor, marveling at iCs #pendew. 

Gas and electric c h m  wete hung in the 
c o ~ o f t h c e e c o n d i l o m ~ n o t e d o n ~ 3 o f ~  

dated hiday, Ob6bg 28, 1898: 
The fiaest Ghaadeliw was suspsndea last night &om the 
center of the lnain corridor on the first floor. This 
chandelier has tanlve gas and fourken elect& lights. Those 
in the courtroom end superoisor's chamber are nearly as 
large." It -s tbe committse of county buildit'&@ and 
property were particular about the quality of cbaxideliers 
used in the wurthouse as 40 or more of the brass 
chandeliers ordered from Nem York City were sent back, 
nofed '. . . to be inferior to those order& by the committeef 
( The Bin&mton Leader, August 31, 1898, p. 2). 

Oold decorative @nting was origfnaly used on the 
ceiling in the courtroom as reeded in the ~inrrhamtcin 
Caader,datedOctaber 11, 1898,p.3: "Thegold 
decoTZt~s on courtroom and surrogate's room ceilings 
Cost $81.00.- 

Ebgcerpts from #e ESwsWntw R=wubIic&n 
news-, dated Monday, 14 Wov 1898, appear on the 
next page. describing the public inspection of the completed 
courthoUse bullding. 





RESTORING THE COVRTKIOM 
Reatoration of the Courtroom began with mee- 

between the Sixth Judicial Court System and the Broome 
County Building and Orounds Department in No~~lllbcr of 
2001. The original plaster walls amtaining asbestos were 
removed, exposing the brick masonry walls, and then the 
walls were re-plastered. The flooring was ripped out and 
replaced. The dropped ceiling and grids were removed, 
arposing the exquisite original tin ceiling, which was 
meticulously restored, piece by piece. Fluorescent lighting 
was removed and period specific lighting was purchased and 
instalhi. Particular details follow: 

CAPITAL RECONSTRUCTION 
Sitting atop pilasters around the perimeter of the courtmom 
are Ionic capitals, two spaced equally on each wall with 
double capital-topped pilasters in each comer. 
Unfortunately, over time, the double capital in the southwest 
corner had deteriorated to the point of replacement. S & W 
Contractors did a superb job of casting new capitals and 
positioning them to look original. They made a mold of one 
of the existing capitals, thea poured plaster into the mold, 
producing an exact duplicate of the original capitals. 

Upon careN inspection of the misting capitals, pld feafing 
and a chocmlate base color were dimovered. Care was taken 
to document areas of $old leaf and then replicated for the 
Mshed product, producing an ime$e identical to the original 
1898 version. 



LIGHTING DETAILS 
Original lighting for the Courtroom was a combination gas 
and electric chandelier, commonly called gaaelier-elcftdier. 
Possibly five of these fixtures were hung from the ceiling in 
1898, based on evidence of existing gas tubing in the ceiling. 
Evidence of wall sconces at the front of the mom behind the 
judgeas bench was also discovered as were the original 
locations for desk lights an the judges and clerk's benches. 
To produce sufficient foot candles of light and to comply with 
New York State regulations, a chandelier was selected 
exhibiting a hxge oval bowl with sphere shaped globes 
projecting upward, simulating the gas uplights of a gaselier- 
electrolier. Matching wall sconces were purchased and 
installed behind the judge's bench. The fumves on the 
judge's bench were re-fabricated from original chandeliers 
found in the portico of this courlhouse, dating from 18 

PAINT SAMPLING AND MA!l'CmG I 
Paint samples were taken from walls, pilastem, capitals, 
beams and ceiling and sent to a paint analysis expert in 
Rhcde Island who examined the paint samples under a 
microscope. The finish layers ofthe samples were then 
matched to a current paint color. 



This photograph, thought to date from February 19 11, is the only known historic photograph of the 
Courtroom interior. Note the Seth Thomas clock hanging on the wall behind the juror's box. Through a 
series of remarkable events, this same clock now hangs in its former place of honor. Although in black and 
white, this photograph documents a heated moment during legal proceedings and authenticates the history 
of this courtroom. 



TIN CEIUNG RESI'ORATIION 

Holes had been pun&& in the tin m i k g  to access guide- 
arires for the ceiling grid. Heating ducts dominated the 
design of the mihg, cutting through many iin mmponmts, 
and destroying the intc@y of the cdliag. Sina the ooiling 
is constructed of many standardked parts, it ows thought 
parts muM be f o ~ d  gomewhen aad re-instalkid ARer 
many phone calls and intuatt searches, that awenue was 
abandoned. The decision was made to repair the ceiling in 
sitsu, on site. Scaffofolding wan bnilt and the process began, 
one quare foot at a time. Workers cut out fhe damaged 
parts. Molds were made from intact ceiling pieces. Then, 
new pietea of m i k g  were fabricated ftom these molds as 
polymer replicas. The newly fabricated phem wexe fitted to 
the mmct spot in the ceiling. feathered in and smoothed, 
a d  this process was meticulously followed for each of the 
hundreds of holes. Attention to detail was critical to the 
succe88 of this project. 



Other paint ~01019 .were diBcOverOd on various tin ceiling 
parts and a color scheme was devised based upon these 
findings. The dramatic effect can be below. 



While documentation is lacking, it may be surmised 
from the at haad that wsll clocks obtained from 
the Seth T b o ~  Ciock Co. of Thornaston, Connecticut arere 
placed ~ u g h o u t  the tlew County Courthaw. Thc oniy 
example still intact h the cou&oorn dock, and its return to 
fh ~0- bonier9 On the I&~CU~OUS. 

Asnotedabove,onlponephotosraph~beGn 
found of the interior of the Main Courtroom, and that 
artifact indudes the blurry hnage of a dock positioned on 
the pilaster above the jury box (see page 9). As a clock 
collector, I wm convhxd that the clock dated from the 
time of the construction of the courthouse. I was not 
familiar with the model, but a little study revealed it to be 
the "Lobby" m& produced in the late 1800s end early 
1900s hy the Seth Thomas Clock Co. Whm praduced, this 
crocksoldforlessthag$lS, buttoday ismnsidandafairly 
rare model valued in the thousands of d o k .  The dock is 
distinctive in that it features a highquality brass timepiece 
( o m  movement with double springs, &wing the clock to 
run for a month with only two windings. The case is solid 
oak. 

With an estimate of the clock% value in hand, we 
deapaited of ever finding (or paying for) a replacement. A 
m~ntioh of the cortrtroom restoration pmjeot in a Press fg 
SIrn Buaetin article in May, 2002 led to a serendipitous call 
by Binghamton &dent end retired attorney Sinon O l Y d  
Incredibly, Mr. O'Neii claimed to have what he thought was 
the courtroom clock! His story was fascinating. A Ang-time 
clock collector, he had obtained the clock from a 
Binghamton area collecbr in the 19709. Years later he 
became convinced it was the original courtroom clock when 
he head nuMIrs that the clock had at one time residedin 
the court-house, and then remembered seeing it during his 
occasional visits to the courtroom during the 19509 when 
he semed as attorney to the Broome Department af Social 
Services. 



Dubious but intested, I visited Sin0nOP8 home end was 
d totkdtheclloek, fang&kedto Sinon'sdenwall, in 
remarkably g a d  ahape, with original finish intact, and with 
prrfect dial and gleaming movement But was thc pmv-ce 
sueportable? As cxpakmd pub* 8c~vlmts ]mow, the 
preftrred metbod for repainting walls in public b@dhgs is aften 
t o ~ t a ~ d * m y t h i n g t o o ~  ordifficult tomwe. Thiu 
imwiabiy leaves a little paint residue on the edges of the 
unmcrued object. The clock m s m  esceptioal It m a  an easy job 
to Evetyn V m y %  paint study multa with the colon 
of the paint line8, smudges and inadvertent d r ~ p  left on the 
dock. The exact color matchw conPirmsd tbis to & the mi&d 
courtroom clock bepood a shadow of a doulrtl 

With Smon insisting on donating the majority of the 
value of the clock and with the Broome County Bar Astwclation 
in the prson of President L a m  rtgreeing to provide the 
remainder, the rehvn of the dock wae secured. 'the plaque 
dedicated today commemora~ the g e n d t y  of a. O W &  
who wdly passed away in April. 2003, and the members of the 
B r m e  Coanty Bar Association. 



RESTORING THE BENCH LIGWS 

County Cledc's Office. The clerk's desk was a h  furnished with a 
desk ligbt. (See original on pg. 9). The project team had begun to 
search for modem mpla~eme~ts when two original ceiling furtures 
were found intact in a Third Floor storage room over the fbnt 
portico. Remdably, the d & p  of these fixtt~es, when revet-sed, 
were w;ar enact duplicates of the original bench ligMs used in the 
County Cl&s 06%. Though the exper& of talented lighting 
restom David Ward of Homer, NY, these lights were t r r r n s f e d  
into the completely authentic lij&ts now on the bench, comp1ete 
with antique shades. The clerk's desk light components rue a 
combination of parts of the porhco roam lights and an antique, ca. 
1899 fixture. 



TEE RESTORATION TICAM 

aenaines Eeviro-tal (AgbeetoPRRId Teain& 
Wayne Jennings James W c u 8 0  Gerald Meyer 

Prime Contcaetor - S&W C o ~ t r a e ~ r &  Ine. 
Gary Stevens, Owner Ken Wemtt, Foremasl 

Ron Foote 

E n m  M- Inc (HVAQ 
Denick Packer Bob Groover Andy Payne 

ChrisOuyette DaveMacey JoeLeto 



Movement: Amecieo Sylvester, Fhdhtt, NY 
Case: Russ Oechsle, Homer, NY 

Broollle C a m e  
Eqheers Tim Leonatd Dave Goodspeed 
Tom Andtus BillKowalewski 

To: 
TJwrese Haines, Exec. Asst. to Mr. Kraham 
The Staff of th Broom Supram & County Court 
Pete Nowacki, 6m District Operatiom Unit Supervisor 


