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Angella S. Hull, Jamaica, NY, attorney for the child.

In a proceeding pursuant to Social Services Law § 384-b, the mother appeals from
an order of fact-finding and disposition of the Family Court, Queens County (Connie Gonzalez, J.),
dated December 19, 2016. The order, insofar as appealed from, after fact-finding and dispositional
hearings, found that the mother was presently, and for the foreseeable future, unable by reason of
mental illness to provide proper and adequate care for the subject child, terminated her parental
rights, and transferred guardianship and custody of the subject child to the Commissioner of Social
Services of the City of New York and the petitioner for the purpose of adoption.

ORDERED that the order of fact-finding and disposition is affirmed insofar as
appealed from, without costs or disbursements.

The mother, who has been diagnosed with schizoaffective disorder, bipolar type, and
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has a long history of psychiatric hospitalizations, gave birth to the subject child in March 2011. The
child was removed from the mother’s care and placed in foster care several days after he was born.
In March 2013, the petitioner, SCO Family of Services, commenced this proceeding pursuant to
Social Services Law § 384-b, alleging that the mother’s parental rights should be terminated on the
ground of mental illness. Following fact-finding and dispositional hearings, the Family Court found
that the mother was presently, and for the foreseeable future, unable by reason of mental illness to
provide proper and adequate care for the child, terminated her parental rights, and transferred
guardianship and custody of the child to the Commissioner of Social Services of the City of New
York and the petitioner for the purpose of adoption. The mother appeals.

The petitioner established, by clear and convincing evidence, that the mother is
presently, and for the foreseeable future, unable by reason of mental illness to provide proper and
adequate care for the child (see Social Services Law 8 384-b[3][g][i]; [4][c]; Matter of Lina Catalina
R., 21 AD3d 563, 563-564). The court-appointed expert testified that the mother’s mental illness
prevents her from adequately caring for the child, and the mother’s testimony confirmed that she
lacked insight into the nature and extent of her mental illness.

We agree with the Family Court’s determination that the child’s best interests would
be served by transferring guardianship and custody to the Commissioner of Social Services of the
City of New York and the petitioner with a goal of freeing the child for adoption (see Matter of Elias
P. [Ferman P.], 145 AD3d 1066, 1070).

MASTRO, J.P., AUSTIN, MILLER and CONNOLLY, JJ., concur.

ENTER:

Aprilanne Agostino
Clerk of the Court
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