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In a proceeding pursuant to Social Services Law § 384-b, the mother appeals from
an order of the Family Court, Queens County (John M. Hunt, J.), dated May 17, 2017. The order,
insofar as appealed from, after a dispositional hearing, terminated the mother’s parental rights on the
ground of permanent neglect and transferred custody and guardianship of the child to the
Administration for Children’s Services and New York Foundling Hospital for the purpose of
adoption.

ORDERED that the order is affirmed insofar as appealed from, without costs or
disbursements.

The child was born in October 2010, and removed from the mother’s care in March
2011. In March 2015, the petitioner commenced this proceeding pursuant to Social Services Law
§ 384-b, seeking a finding that the child was permanently neglected and termination of the mother’s
parental rights so as to free the child for adoption. In the order appealed from, the Family Court
terminated the mother’s parental rights on the ground of permanent neglect and transferred custody
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and guardianship of the child to the Administration for Children’s Services and the petitioner for the
purpose of adoption. The mother appeals.

We agree with the Family Court’s determination that there was clear and convincing
evidence that the mother permanently neglected the subject child by failing, for one year following
the child’s placement into foster care, to plan for her return (see Matter of Todd Andre’D. [Kenyetta
L.], 88 AD3d 876; Matter of Kendra D. [Amanda D.], 81 AD3d 644; Matter of Wesley F., 190
AD2d 576). The record established that the petitioner made diligent efforts to help the mother
comply with her service plan. At the time the petition was filed, the mother still had not found
suitable housing or planned for the return of the child. The court properly determined that
termination of the mother’s parental rights was in the child’s best interests (see Matter of Todd
Andre’D. [Kenyetta L.], 88 AD3d 876; Matter of Kendra D. [Amanda D.], 81 AD3d 644; Matter
of Shawna DD., 289 AD2d 892, 894).

Contrary to the mother’s contention, the Family Court did not err in failing to appoint
a guardian ad litem for her. The record demonstrates that the mother was capable of understanding
the proceedings, defending her rights, and assisting counsel (see CPLR 1201; Matter of Barbara
Anne B., 51 AD3d 1018, 1019).

MASTRO, J.P., COHEN, HINDS-RADIX and IANNACCI, JJ., concur.

ENTER:

Aprilanne Agostino
Clerk of the Court
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