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Appeal from a judgment of the Supreme Court, Monroe County (Alex
R. Renzi, J.), rendered October 12, 2016.  The judgment convicted
defendant upon his plea of guilty of murder in the second degree,
attempted robbery in the first degree and criminal possession of a
weapon in the second degree (two counts).  

It is hereby ORDERED that the judgment so appealed from is
unanimously affirmed. 

Memorandum:  Defendant appeals from a judgment convicting him
upon his plea of guilty of one count each of murder in the second
degree (Penal Law § 125.25 [3]) and attempted robbery in the first
degree (§§ 110.00, 160.15 [2]), and two counts of criminal possession
of a weapon in the second degree (§ 265.03 [1] [b]; [3]).  We affirm.

Defendant contends that Supreme Court did not make an appropriate
inquiry into his request for substitution of counsel.  “Assuming,
arguendo, that [defendant’s] contention is not foreclosed by his
guilty plea” (People v Jeffords, 185 AD3d 1417, 1418 [4th Dept 2020],
lv denied 35 NY3d 1095 [2020]), we conclude that defendant “abandoned
his request for new counsel when he decid[ed] . . . to plead guilty
while still being represented by the same attorney” (People v Clemons,
201 AD3d 1355, 1355 [4th Dept 2022], lv denied 38 NY3d 1032 [2022]
[internal quotation marks omitted]; see People v Dolison, 200 AD3d
1632, 1633 [4th Dept 2021], lv denied 38 NY3d 949 [2022]; People v
Lewicki, 118 AD3d 1328, 1328-1329 [4th Dept 2014], lv denied 23 NY3d
1064 [2014]).

Defendant further contends that his plea was coerced by
statements made by the court.  As defendant correctly concedes, he did
not move to withdraw his plea or to vacate the judgment of conviction
and thereby failed to preserve that contention for our review (see
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People v Williams, 198 AD3d 1308, 1309 [4th Dept 2021], lv denied 37
NY3d 1149 [2021]; People v Love, 179 AD3d 1541, 1542 [4th Dept 2020],
lv denied 35 NY3d 994 [2020]; People v Juarbe, 162 AD3d 1625, 1625-
1626 [4th Dept 2018]).  We decline to exercise our power to review
that contention as a matter of discretion in the interest of justice
(see CPL 470.15 [3] [c]).
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