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Counsel for plaintiff has requested a transfer of this matter to the Commercial

Division. Counsel for defendants has opposed the request. The assigned Justice,

Hon. Judith J. Gische, referred the matter to me. Pursuant to Paragraph G of the

Guidelines for Assignment of Cases to the Commercial Division, all transfers into the
Commercial Division require the approval of the Administrative Judge.

This case involves claims by an individual that the defendant insurance
brokerage and associated individuals failed to comply with plaintiff’s requests and
the firm’s obligations to secure adequate insurance coverage for plaintiff’s
cooperative apartment and its contents. Plaintiff asserts that the apartment was
damaged by a fire and that he has been unable to recover fully for his loss because
the insurer will pay only 10 % of the loss for “alterations and additions” whereas
plaintiff had wished to have full coverage.

The Guidelines do not precisely address a case of this sort. However, the
coverage at issue here is personal rather than commercial coverage. The kind of
disputes handled in the Division are generally those involving businesses. See
Guidelines Par. B (1) (parenthetical involving “sales of assets or securities, corporate
structurings” and the like). Accordingly, the request for a transfer into the Division
is denied.
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