
Justice Kaplan has been charged with developing programs and protocols to improve how the court 

system addresses the growing number of cases involving the state’s older population. Toward that end, 

she has met with over 150 stakeholders including – NYPD Chief of the Domestic Violence Unit, NYPD 

Deputy Commissioner for Collaborative Policing, Department for the Aging Officials, APS’s Acting Deputy 

Commissioner, various prosecutors from the DA’s offices from around the state and the Attorney 

General’s office which handle elder abuse matters, representatives from a number of legal services 

agencies from around the state, other members of the Bar, representatives from JASA, The Harry and 

Jeannette Weinberg Center for Elder Abuse Prevention, LiveON NY, Brookdale Center for Healthy Aging 

and clinical law professors who handle issues involving older litigants. There has been an overwhelming 

expression of welcome and appreciation among these many groups that the Court system has 

affirmatively entered the conversation in this area.  

 

Justice Kaplan then convened an Elder Justice Working Group which, pursuant to a recent 

Administrative Order, is now a standing committee of courts – The NYS Judicial Committee on Elder 

Justice. The committee had its first meeting in September 2015, after which subcommittees were 

created, and goals and a timetable for accomplishing them were set. The subcommittees are as follows: 

Community Outreach, Education, Interagency Coordination, Legislative Initiatives, Policy and Procedures 

and Technology, Research and Data Collection. 
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