
 

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day is June 15, 2016 

“One Person, One Action, One Nation, United Against Elder Abuse” 

Justice Deborah Kaplan, Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family Violence Cases, and 

her Office for Family Violence Cases (OFVC) commemorates World Elder Abuse Awareness 

Day (WEAAD), which is an annual event that raises awareness about elder abuse and neglect in 

our community.  The International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse and the World 

Health Organization at the United Nations (UN) launched the first World Elder Abuse 

Awareness Day (WEAAD) on June 15, 2006 in an effort to unite communities around the world 

in raising awareness about elder abuse.  Many organizations are sponsoring WEAAD events in 

New York City and around New York State, some of whom have staff members who sit on the 

NYS Judicial Committee on Elder Justice, a committee convened by Justice Kaplan.     

Following are some of the many WEAAD 2016 events and campaigns around the state: 

 New York City: The NYC Elder Abuse Conference will be held on June 15th at The New 

School, 66 West 12th Street, Ground Floor, (between 5th and 6th Avenues), from 8am-

4pm.  View Elder Abuse Conference information here. 

o Justice Kaplan will participate in a panel discussion at the conference, “Improving 

Access to Justice for Older Litigants,” which will address how legal proceedings 

involving older litigants are handled. The attorneys will discuss issues that impact 

on these cases, including challenges in prosecuting elder abuse and in 

representing older New Yorkers in matrimonial and other matters. Also included 

in this session will be a conversation regarding the role of the courts and how 

judges and other court personnel can help ensure full access and participation by 

older persons in the justice system.  In addition to Justice Kaplan, the panelists 

will include Laura Russell, Esq. from The Legal Aid Society and Arlene 

Markarian from the Kings County District Attorney’s Office. 

 

 The NYC Elder Abuse Center (NYCEAC) is hosting a workshop at the conference on 

June 15th – “Caring for the Communities of Support in Victims’ Lives,” 11:15am-

12:45pm.  For more information about the conference, contact Martha Pollack at 

mpollack@jasa.org or at 212-273-5281, or View Elder Abuse Conference information 

here. 
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 New York City: The NYCEAC will conduct a World Elder Abuse Awareness Day social 

media campaign called, 16 for ‘16 featuring 16 elder justice professional resources that 

have been released during this past year (from WEAAD 2015-WEAAD 2016). NYCEAC 

will collaborate with members of the Elder Justice League and connect with any 

additional collaborators on this project wanting to join. (For more information on the 

Elder Justice League, go to: http://nyceac.com/elder-justice-dispatch-elder-justice-league-

addressing-elder-abuse-social-media/    

o Anyone interested in participating should contact: Talitha Quinn at 

socialmedia@nyceac.com.  

 

 New York City: NYPD will be hosting 13 events throughout the city on June 15, 2016 

during which they will be providing informational brochures, prevention-aid items, on 

site counseling and referral services.  Every borough will be represented (exact locations 

are to be determined) as well as an increased focus on elderly residents of public housing. 

 

 Poughkeepsie: 8th Annual World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 2016 Conference, “The 

Faces of Elder Abuse, What do they look like?”  Keynote Speaker, Arlene M. Markarian, 

Chief of the Elder Abuse Unit, Kings County District Attorney’s Office and member of 

the NYS Judicial Committee on Elder Justice. View the Poughkeepsie 8th Annual World 

Elder Abuse Awareness Day flier 

 

 Buffalo: Elder Law Day, Thursday, June 16, 2016, Adam’s Mark Hotel, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 

p.m.  Seminars will be presented by elder law attorneys on legal issues of interest to older 

adults, family caregivers and aging service professionals, as well as free 15-minute 

consultations with Erie County Bar Association attorneys.  View the Elder Law Day flier 

 

 Albany: NYS Office of Children and Family Services WEAAD Day 2016 event at the 

Crossgates Mall – wear purple to show your support! June 15, 2016, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 

p.m.  View the OCFS WEAAD Day flier 

 

 Erie County: On May 31st at 11 a.m., Legal Services for the Elderly, Disabled or 

Disadvantaged of Western New York (LSED) will be participating in a press conference 

to announce June as World Elder Abuse Awareness Month.  Expected to speak at the 

press conference are Senator Patrick Gallivan, who has introduced a number of bills to 

combat Elder Abuse, LSED CEO Karen Nicolson, acting Erie County District Attorney 

Michael Flaherty, County Executive Mark Poloncarz, among other appointed and elected 

officials.  View the World Elder Abuse Awareness Month press conference flier 
 

Read articles about the press conference: 

“Office for the Aging Raises Awareness of Elder Abuse” By Rikki Cason, Lockport 

Union-Sun & Journal  http://www.lockportjournal.com/news/local_news/office-for-the-

aging-raises-awareness-of-elder-abuse/article_646a650b-eaf1-5928-aa92-

d6269ec455d7.html 
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“Most abusers of elderly know their victims” By Dave Greber, WIVB News 4   

http://wivb.com/2016/05/31/most-abusers-of-elderly-know-their-victims/ 

 

“Erie County agencies stand united to stop elder abuse” Niagara Frontier Publications  

http://www.wnypapers.com/news/article/current/2016/05/31/124860/erie-county-

agencies-stand-united-to-stop-elder-abuse 

 

“Local, state leaders ignite call-to-action for Elder Abuse Awareness Month,” By Dan 

Almasi, WBFO 88.7 

http://news.wbfo.org/post/local-state-leaders-ignite-call-action-elder-abuse-awareness-

month#stream/0 

 

Legal Services for the Elderly, Disabled or Disadvantaged of Western New York will 

also be sending out information on Elder Justice to every Meals on Wheels recipient in 

Erie County on June 15th.   

 

Sarah Duval, Esq. of the LSED is doing a radio interview with the local NPR station, 

WBFO, which will air on June 10th.   

  

The LSED is also hosting its annual Elder Law Day on June 16th, which includes a 

presentation focused on Elder Justice.   

 

Additionally, the LSED is hosting awareness events at senior centers throughout the 

month in conjunction with Adult Protective Services (APS).  

 

The Peace Bridge (connecting the US and Canada) and Buffalo City Hall will be 

illuminated purple on June 15th in recognition of WEAAD.   

 

 Niagara County: Niagara County is forming its own Niagara County Council on Elder 

Abuse with monthly meetings.  Niagara County is doing a press release, displaying 

banners stating “We support Elder Justice” and “We believe abuse should never be a part 

of aging” throughout the city and town of Lockport, Niagara’s county seat.   

 

The LSED will assist with producing a television program that airs at a local senior 

center.  Advertisements for Elder Justice will be airing on LCTV, a local cable channel, 

and a Senior Bill of Rights will be distributed to local Meals on Wheels participants and 

senior centers.  

For general information about WEAAD Day, go to NCEA Administration on Aging World Elder 

Abuse Awareness Day and National Resource Center on Domestic Violence Special 

Announcement regarding WEAAD 2016. 
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Is your organization hosting a WEAAD Day event this year that you would like included on our 

website?  Please let us know by contacting the OFVC at ofvc@nycourts.gov or by calling (646) 

386-5540. 

For more information about the Office for Family Violence Cases (OFVC), visit our website at 

http://www.nycourts.gov/courts/family-violence/index.shtml 
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