
Contemporary Literature: Books and the Market 
 
Developed by Dr. Lori Ween 
Bard High School Early College (http://bhsec.bard.edu) 
 
In this class, we will be examining fiction and nonfiction texts that have been published within 
the last 10 years. All of these texts have been bestsellers, some have won prestigious literary 
awards, and some have even been made into movies. We will be reading the works along with 
reviews of these texts in order to examine how a book is “shaped” by the market and by the 
desires of the reading public. Why are these books in particular “crowd pleasers”? Do the reviews 
and marketing strategies truly reflect the books themselves? Are these books destined to become 
part of any canon, or are they popular only within their own time?  Some possible texts include 
White Teeth by Zadie Smith (2000), Everything is Illuminated by Jonathan Safran Foer (2002), 
The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Díaz (2007) and Super Sad True Love Story by 
Gary Shteyngart (2010). You will also be choosing a text to examine on your own. In this class 
you will be expected to do out-of-class research about the publications, which includes trips to 
bookstores to examine the placement and appearance of the books. 
 
   
Required Readings: 
White Teeth by Zadie Smith (2000) 
Everything is Illuminated by Jonathan Safran Foer (2002) 
The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Díaz (2007) 
Super Sad True Love Story by Gary Shteyngart (2010) 
Course packet of readings 
 
Grading: 
In this class, grading will be determined based on presentations about the reviews and marketing 
strategies of the course books, writing your own reviews and shorter essays, reading responses, 
and a final paper/ project. I expect participants in the class to come prepared to every meeting, 
ready to discuss the material with the class. Participation is important to the exchange of ideas, 
and I expect lively, thoughtful discussion. Please bring the book we are reading to class with you.  
 
Review reviews/ presentations: 15% 
Writing Reviews/ essays: 20% 
Class Participation: 20% 
Midterm Exam: 10% 
Reading responses and homework: 10% 
Final individual reading project (with components through semester): 25% 
 
 
Class Schedule: (subject to change) 

 
Sept. M 20 Introduction- marketing, shaping of novels in marketplace 

T 21 Jauss 
F 24 Radway 

 
 M 27 review of bookstore 
 T  28 Adorno and Horkheimer 
Oct. F  1 book reviews 
 

M 4 Smith (3-38) 
T 5 Smith (39-102) (presentation) 

 F  8 Smith (105-133)  
  

 M  11 no class- Columbus Day 
 T  12 Smith (135-174)  
 F  15 Smith (175-217) 
 



 M 18 Smith (221-294) 
T 19 Smith (295-339) 
F 22 Smith (343-385) 

 
M 25 Smith (387-448) 
T 26 Safran Foer (1-22) 

 F  29 Safran Foer (23-74) 
 
Nov. M 1 Safran Foer (presentation) (review due) (75-118) 

T  2 Professional Development Day  
F 5 Safran Foer (119-160)  

 
 M 8 Safran Foer (161-180)  
 T  9 Safran Foer (181-213) 
 F  12 Safran Foer (214-239) 
 
 M 15 Safran Foer (240-276) 

T  16 visit- Lisa Holton and Carole DeSanti  
F 19 “Authorship on Trial”- Shiffrin  
 
M 22 “Authorship on Trial”- The DaVinci Code and its legal battles (Brown vs. 
Perdue, et al)  
T  23 “Authorship on Trial” monster mash-ups (Lynn Messina visit) (papers due) 
F  26 No School- Thanksgiving- Bloom, Foucault, Barthes  

 
 M 29 “Authorship on Trial”- The Wind Done Gone  

T 30  “Authorship on Trial”- Judge Pierre Leval visit  
Dec. F 3 Díaz (1-36) 
 
 M 6 Díaz (37-82)(Salman Rushdie visit) 

T 7 Díaz (83-119) 
F 10 Diaz (119-165) 

 
 M  13 Díaz (167-210) (presentation)  

T 14 Díaz (211-261) visit from Elizabeth Schmitz and Stephanie Cabot 
F 17 Díaz (263-302) 

  
 M 20 Díaz (303-335)- in-class writing 
 T 21 Shteyngart 
 F 24 No School- Winter Recess 
 

Winter Recess 
 
Jan. M  3 Shteyngart 
 T  4 Shteyngart (presentation) 
 F 7 Shteyngart 
 
 M  10 Shteyngart 

T  11 Shteyngart 
R  14   Shteyngart 
 
 

 M  17 No School- Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 T  18 Draft workshop for final paper 

  


