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b CH AP XL =
.ﬁﬁ?ﬂ“ﬂ r3th fef. An ACT concerning Slaves. .
A . ' Pafled 22d February, 1788,
_ HERF;AS in c_oni'equence of the ad&, direQing a revificn Zf’ thé‘ laws
of this ftate, it is expedient that the feveral exifting laws, relative to,
flaves, fhpﬁld be revifed, and comprifed in one ; Therefore,

L Be it enaied by the people of the flate of New-Yark, reprefonted iz jenate
and affembly, and it is hereby enaled by the authorily of the farie, Thatevery
negro, mu]atto or meftee, within this ftate, who at the time of the pafing of
thls.a_&, is a flave for his or her life, fhall continue fuch for and during his or

-~ Der life, unlefs he or fhe fhall be manumitted or fet free in the manzer pres
~ fribed in and by this a&, or in and by fome future law of this flate.

. And be it further cnadied by the authority afirefaid, That the children
of every negro, mulatto or meflee woman, being a flave, fhall follow the
;ﬁate and condition of the mother, and be efteemed, reputed, taken and ad-
judged flaves, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever. _ '

L 4nd be it further enatied by the authority aforefuid, That the baptizing
of any negro, or other flave, fhall not be deemed, adjudged or raken to be
a manumifiion of fuch flave. \

IV. And to prevent the further importation of flaves into this flate ; Be

* it further enaded by the authority aforcfaid, That if any perfon fhall fell, 2sa
- ‘ flave, within this ftate, any negro or other perfon who
o Any perfon felling 1135 been imported or brought into this ftate, after the fiil
this fate afer it day of June, in the year of our Lord one thoufand ieven
Junc 1785, t0 forfeit 1) ndred and eighty-five, or who fhail be impotted or

’ brought into this ftate after the paffing of this a&, fuch felier,
or his or her fadtor or agent, making fuch fale, fhall be deemed guilty of »
public offence, and fhall, for every fuch offence, forfeit the fum of one huii-
dred pounds, current money of this ftate, to be recovered by any perfon who
will fue for the fame, with cofts of fuit, by action of debt, in any court of

“ record within this flate, having cognizance thereof ; the one half of which
forfeiture, when recovered, to be paid to the treafurer of this ftate, for the
ufe of the people thereof; and the other half to the perfon who {hall fuc for

) the fame to effle®. And further, That every perfon; fo im-
G i e, o ported or brought into this flate, and fold contrary to the

true intent and meaning of this a&, fhall be frec.

V. Aud be it further cnafied by the authority aforefaid,
oy perion bving Thatif any perfon fhall, at any time, purchafe or buy, of
Sith intent toremove fhall, as fador or agent to another, take or 1eceive, any
fuch flave out of U3 fave with intent to reinove, CXportor CArry fuch flave from
fortett tocl. this flate, to any other place without this flate, and there

~ tobe fold; the perfon fo purchafing or buying, or fo, as faGor or agent, re-
ceiving or taking a flave, with fuch intent as aforefaid, {hall be deemed to.
. have committed an offencea gainft the people of this ftate, and (hall, for eve-
" ry fuch offence, forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered,
with cofts, by any perfon who will fue for the fame ; the one molety to the
ufe of the people of this flate, and tht other moiety to the ute of the perfon
' ' who will fuc for the fame; and the flave fo purchafed,
bc:,:'?cdc fach flaye ® bought, taken or received, (hall be immediately after he or
fhe fhall be fo purchafed, bought, received or taken, and

hereby i¢ declared 10 he free.
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w’ﬁﬁ;’g;]g};g}”g’g - VL. Audbe it further enadicd by the aut/zorj{&aﬁ;refaid,
Aaves without. con- That if any perfon or perfons fhall, afier the paffing of this
to forfeit 51. forevery 4, employ, harbour, conceal or entertain any negro, or
24 hous, ather flave, knowing fuch negro or other flave to be -the
flave of any other perfon er perfons, without the confent
of the owner or owners of fuch flave, he, the or they fhall forfeit to the
owner or owners of fuch flave, the fum of five pounds for every twenty-
four hours, and in that proportion for a greater or lefs time, while fuchflave
fhall have been employed, harboured, conc€a¥d or entertained, as afore-
faid ; but that fuch forfeiture fhall not in the whole exceed the value of fuch
fhive. And further, That if any perfon or perfons fhall be found guilty of
harbouring, entertaining or concealing any flave, or of aflifting to convey
. him or her away, and if fuch {lave fhal%be\loﬁ, die or be otherwife deéftroyed,
the perfont or perfons fo harbouring, entertaining, concealing, affifting, or
conveying away fuch flave, fhall be liable to pay to thgowner or owners of
fuch flave, the value thereof ; which feveral fums 6®ffoney fhall and may
be recovered, by action of debt, with cofts of fuit, in any court of record
Iaving cognizance thereof, .
VIL dud beit further enafled by the nuthority aforefuid, That noperfon or
perions fhall trade or traffic with any flave or {laves, either in buying or fell-
ing, without Jeave or confent of the mafter or miftrefs of fuch flave or flaves,
on pain of forfeiting treble the vaiue of the thing or things traded for ; and
alfo, the fuin of five pounds, to the mafler or mifirefs of fuch flave or flaves,
for each offence, to be recovered, with cofts, againft the geﬂ'on or perfonsfo
trading contrary to the true intent and meaning of this aft, by a&ion of debr,
«dD 20y court having cognizance thereof, And further, That every contra&
or bargain fo made, or to be made, with any flave or flaves, without confent
of his, her or their mafter or miftrefs, thall be utterly void.
VL. Aidbe it further enaled by the anibority aforefaid, Thatif any perfon
or perfons fhall fell any rum or other firong liquor, to any flave or flaves,
- without the confent of his or her mafter or miftres, and fhall thereof be
convicted, upon complaint made by the mafter or miftrefs of fuch flave or
flaves, before any juftice of the peace, mayor, recorder or alderman, in the
city or county where the offender fhall dwell or refide, fhall forfeit and pay
the fum of forty fhillings for every fuch offence, to be recovered, with cofts,
betore any fuch juftice, mayor, recorder oralderman ; the onehalf of which
forfeiture, when recovered, fhall be paid to fuch mafter or miftrefs, and the
other half to the overfeers of the poor of the city or town where fuch of-
fence is committed, ,
4 IX. Aud be it further enalled by the authority aforcfaid,
Bl ners of flaves to TThat if any perfon or perfons fhall, by theft, or other,tref~
i werabie or TS 2 .
their trefpafies tothe ‘pafs committed by any flave or flaves, fuftain .damages to
Seedfpl B gle value of five pounds or under, the owner or owners
of fuchflave or flaves, fhall be liable'to make fatisfaction for.fuch damages to
the party injured, to be recovered by adtion of debt, with cofts of fuit; in
manner aforefaid.
: X, And be it furtlier enafled by the authoriiy aforefuid,
Staves  friking TTha if any flave fhall firike a white perfon, it thall be law-
white per{ons, how to .o .
be triedand panithed. - full for any juftice of the peace to commit fuch flave to
, prifon ; and fuch flave Mall thereupon Le tiied and punifh-
ed, in the manner dire@ed in cafes of petit larceny, in and by the a&, en-
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tided, + An aé for the fpeedy punithment of fuch perfons as fhall commit
any offences under the degree of grand larceny. . -

o XL dnd be i further ena¥ied by the authority afore/ajdy
j e ey, T hatall negroes and other perfons whatfoever, commonly

' " reputed and deemed flaves, fhall, forever hereafter, have
the privilege of being tried by a jury, in all capital cafs, according to the-
courie of the common law. ' :

- XIL. And be it further enalled by the authority aforefoid,.
wmjs,“‘:;c:;t b That from and after the paffing of this act, no flave fhall-
wiminal catesagaintt be admitted a witnefs tor or againftany perfon, inany mat-
each other, : . oy _ .

: ter, caufe or thing whatfoever, civil or criminal, except in
criminal cafes in which the evidence of one flave fhall be admitted for or
againft another flave. ’

XL _4nd be it further enadled by the authorily aforefuid, That from and:
after the paffing of this aét, no perfon or perfons within this ftate, fhall ksow-
ingly and willingly fuffer, or permit his, her or their flave to go about beg-
ging of others, viGuals, cloathing, or other neceflaries ; and if any perfon or
perfons fhall be guilty of an offence againft this claufe of this act, he, fhe or
they fhall, for every fuch offence, forfeit the fum of ten pounds, to be reco-
vered by action of debt, with cofts of fuit, in any court of record within this
flate, by any perfon or perfons who will fue for the fame; the one half of
which forfeiture, when recovered, to be paid to the overfeers of the poor
of the city or town where fuch offence (hall be committed, and the other
half to the perfon or perfons who fhall fue and profecute for the fame to
effect. N

o XN, Aod be it Surther exacied by the authority aforefuid,

epmalty on perions That if any perfon or perfons fhall, by anys collufive con-
wable to maintain veyance, or fraudulent agreement, fell or difpofe, or pre-
thera. tend to fell, or difpofe of any aged or decrepid flave, to any

perfon or perfons, who-is, or are unable to keep and maintain fuch flave or
flaves, fuch fale or pretended fale, fhall be abfolutely void, and the perfon or
perfons making fuch fale or pretended fale, fhall forfeit the {fum of twenty
pounds for each offence ; and fhall, moreover, be deemed the owneror

owners of fuch flave or flaves, within the true intent and meaning of the .
next preceding fection of this aét ; which forfeitures fhall be recovered and
applied in the manner direted in and by the faid fection.

_ XV. dnd be it further enaled by the authorily aforefuid,
JHow flaves, under T'hat when the owner or owners of any flave under fifty

Be manumisted, years of age, and of fufficient ability to provide for himfelf
or herfelf, fhall be difpofed to manumit fuch flave, he, fhe or they fhall,
previous thereto, procure a- certificate, figned by the overfeers of the poor,
or the major part of them, of the city, town or place, and of two juftices of
the peace of the county where fuch perfon or perfons fhall dwell or refide,
and if in the cities of New-York or Albany, then, from the mayor or
recorder, and any two of the aldermen, certifying that fuch flave appeass to
be under fifty years of age, and of fufficient ability to provide for himfelf or
herfelf, and fhall caufe fuch certificate of manumiffion to be regiftered in the
office of the clerk of the city, town or place in which the owner or owners °
of fuch flave may refide ; that then it fhall be lawful for fuch perfon or per-.

‘Thcxc is noadt with thistitle : I is Luppofed that the &t intenged is roth feff. ch. 63,
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fons to manumit fuch flave, without giving or providing any fecutity t¢-
Indemnify fuch city, town or.place; And every flave, fo manumitted, thall
be deemed, adjudged and takeh to. be free, and the clerk, for regifteting fuch
certificate, fhall be entitled to two fhillings, and no more. —

_ XVI. dud be it farther enafied by the authority afirefuid;
g‘;;g;wl;;if;lg years That if .any perfon, by his or her laft will and teftament,
umitted by will, all give his or her flave freedom, fuch flave being, at the
death of the teftator or teflatrix, under fifty years of age, and alfo of fuf-
ficient ability to provide for himfelf or herfelf, to be certified in manner
aforefaid ; fuch freedom,’ given as aforefaid, thall, without any fecurity to-
indemnify the city, town or place, be deemed, taken and idjudged to be
good and valid, to all intents and purpofes. And further, That if the owner
Ownersofother flaves OF OWNers of any other flave, fhall be difpofed to manumit
may manumic them and fet at liberty fuch flave, and fuch owner or owners, or
onEving B any other fufficient perion, for or in behalf of fuch flave;
fhall and 'do; at the court of general feffions of the .peace for the city or
county where fuch negro or other flave fhall dwell or refide, enterinto a
bondto the people of the flate of New-York; with one or more furety ot
fureties, to be approved by fuch court,in a fum not lefi than two hundred -
pounds, to keep and fave fuch flave from becoming or being-any charge to
the city, town or place, within this flate, wherein fuch flave fhall; at any
time aftet fuch manumifion, live, the faid ‘flave fhall be free, according to
fuch manumiffion of the owner or owners of fuch flave. And further, If

Such flave manus aNY fuch flave hath been, or heveafier fhall be made free, by
Tty vt on the laft will and teftament of any perfon deceafed, and if
exeentirs,” o any the executot or executors of fuch petfon fo deceafed, of
orfes ~ ~in cafe of the negle@ or refufal of fach executor ot execu-
tots, if any other fufficient perfon for and in behalf of fueh flave, frall and
do enter into fuch furety as aforesaid, in manner aforefid, then the faid flave
fhall be free; according to the true intent and meaning of fuch laft will and

 for foe by fEMament:  And moreover, That if aity perfon fhall, by
wisx}a::,sézfﬁirgﬁi.lg laft will or otherwife, manumit or fet free his ot her flave;
e sonfileredastices and no fuch centificate or fecurity as aforefaid be given or

yut the owner, if n h - ‘
certificate of fbcurity obtained; fuch flave fhall; neverthelefs, be confidered as
+ be given, liable w 1 . ; . admirchzis

IRidiain thetm, freed from fuch owner, his or her executors, adminiftrators
v and afligns : But fuch owner; his and her heirs; executors
- and aduiniftrators, fhall remain and be liableto fupport and maintain fuch flave,

ifthe fame flave fhall become unable to fapport and maintain himflf or herfelt,




