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« dAn ACT for the gradual dbolition of Slavery. * =
* AN e Paffed 29th March, 17gg. .
4 [See fif x,l,_vcb.jo,iffl',__:g'; ch. aB,'l'e!'. is; ch. 17. fef!_él. ch. 27.) L
L. YD E it enaded by the people of the flate of Neav-York, reprefented in fes
. 4D nate and affembly, ‘U'hat any.child born of a. ﬁa;vé within thie ﬂaj;c'
Ay cbiid born after the fourth day of July next fhaM be deemed and ad«
of a flave dee- judged to be born free 1 Prowided. neverthelefs, “That fuch
med o be born child fhall be the fervant of the legal proprictor of his or
{ :::t ,,;" u:’”}_‘:” her mother untd fuch fervaut, if-a male, fhallaerive at the:
want “”:c”: age of twenty-eight years, and if a female at the-age of:
tain age, twenty-ﬁyc years. RTINS

]

as if it bad 11, And be it further enafled, That fuch proprietor, his, her
been bound to or their heirs or afligns, fhall be entitled to the fervice of
-{"?'"' fuch child until he or fhe fhall 4rrive to the age aforefaid,,
in the fame manner as if fuch child had been bound to fervice by the over-
feers of the poor. . T ‘
L I11. And be it further ena&ed, That evety perfon bein
porr 4 ?f,fﬁ;j" an inhabitant of this ffate who fhall be extitled £ the fet
: “ vice of a child born after the fouarth day of July aforefaid,
fhall, within nine months afver the birth of fuch child, caufe to be deliv-
ered to the clerk of the city or town wheteof fuch perfon thall be an in-
habitant, a certificate in writing containing the- name and addition of
fuch mafter or miftrefs, and the name, age and fex of every child fo born,
which certificate fhall be by the faid clerk recorded in a book to be by
~ him for that purpofe provided, which record fhall be good and fufficient
evidence of the age of fuch child ; and the clerk of.fuch city or town
fhall receive from-faid perfon twelve cents-for every child fo regiftered ;
and if any fuch perfon negle@s to make a return of every fuch child as
sforefaid to faid clerk within nine months after the Birth thereof, -fuch
_ perfon (hall forfeit and pay five dollars for every fuch offence, to be fued
for and recovered by the ‘clerk of the city or town in which fuch perfon
refides, the one half for his own ufe and the remainder for the ufe of the’
poor of the faid city or.town : Provided nevertbélefs, that it fhall be and
" i3 hereby made the duty of the town clerk to regifter the certificate of
any fuch child at any time after nine months from its birth ; and eve
malter or miftrels, mafters or miftrefles of evéry fuch child fhall forfeit
and ‘pay the fum of one dollar for every month he, fhe or they fhall neg-

fe& 1o deliver fuch certificate to the town clerk.

Perfons.may . IV. And be it fusther enafted, That the perfon entitled
eleft to aban- o {uch fervice may, mevecthelefs, within one year after the
don the fervice yih of fuch child, ele& to abandon his or herright to
of fuckchild.” 4 fervice, by ‘a notifieation of the fame from under his
or her hand, and lodged with the clerk of the town or city where the ow-
ner of the mother of any, fuch ¢hild may refide ;. in which cale every
child abandoned as aforefaid fhall be confidered as paupers of the refpeét-
ive town or city where the proprictor.or owner of the mother of fuch
ohild may refidé at the time of its birth ; and liable to be bound out by
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the overfeers of the poer on the fame terms and conditions that the chil-
dren of paupers were {ubjed to before the paffing of this a&t. '
A child foa. V. And be'it further enaBed, That every child abandon.
bandonéd how ed a3 aforefaid fhall be fupported and: maiatained till bound
to be mains - gyt by the overfeers of thé poor as aforefaid, at the ex.
taised. ' pence of this flate : Provided however, That the laid fup-
port does not exceed three dollars and fifty cents per month for each
child ;. and the comptroller is hereby authorized and direéted to draw hiw
warrant an the treafurer of this ftate for the amouant of fuch account,
not exceeding the aHowance abave prefcribed; and the accounts of the re-
fpeftive. towns or cities being fist figned by the fupervifor of the town,
ér the mayor of the city, as the cafe may be, where fuch child may be
maintained as aforefaid. And provided alfo, "Fhat the perfon fo aban-
doning as aforefaid, thall, at his own expence, fupport and maintain every
fuch child ¢ill it arrives at the age of one year, and every owner omitting
fo give potice'in due form as aforefaid fhall be anfwerable for the main-
tenance of every fuch child until the arrival of therefpe&ive periods
of fervitude fpecified in the firft fe&ion of thisa&t. =~ ' =~
" Privilege to V1. 4nd be it further enafled, That 't;w be lawful for
*he odvmers of ‘the owner of any flave, immegdiately after the pafling of this
Saves: " 48, to manumit fach flave by a certificate Tor that:purpole
' under ff)'ihnd’?qd feal. T .
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