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GEORGIA REFORM

Developing Alternatives for Low Risk 
Offenders through Re-Investment of 

Cost-Savings

Georgia Criminal Justice Reform 
Council

• First established by Governor Nathan Deal in 2011 to 
reform the adult criminal justice system

• Recommendations adopted by Legislature in 2012;

• Governor Deal re-established Council in 2012 to reform 
the juvenile justice system and appointed Judge Teske;

• Governor contracted the Pew Trust on the States and 
the Annie E. Casey Foundation for technical assistance;

• Council became informed on Georgia statistics and 
evidence informed practices
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Policy Recommendations Made Law

• Judge shall not commit a child to the state on any 
misdemeanor offense unless there are four prior 
adjudications and one must be a felony.

• Judge shall perform a risk and needs assessment 
on every child at disposition.

• No status offender shall be placed in a secure 
facility.

• Designated Felonies divided into class A & B 
• Schools shall not refer students to the Court 

without exhausting least restrictive measures.



4/15/2013

6

School Referrals

When filing a complaint alleging a child in need of 
services, the school must show the following:

• The school district has sought to resolve the 
expressed problem through available educational 
approaches; and

• The school district has sought to engage the 
parent, guardian, or custodian of such child in 
solving the problem but such person has been 
unwilling or unable to do so, that the problem 
remains, and that court intervention is needed.

Impact of Law

• $88 million cost savings per year for six years;

• $55 million cost savings thereafter;

• Cost-Savings placed in Re-Investment Program 
that will re-direct to all juvenile courts state-
wide to treat low risk youth (including 
students at risk)


